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T O U C H S T O N E

AND ALL SHALL 
BE WELL

C O L I N  H O D G E T T S  

T h e  times com pel m e to sing.

I
 A M  JUST p u t t i n g  th e  
f i n i s h i n g  to u c h e s  to  a 
se t t ing  o f  w ord s  by J u 

l ian  o f  N o rw ic h ,  th e  m e 
d i e v a l  a n c h o r e s s .  I t  is 
scored  for so p ran o  a n d  far 
g r e a t e r  f o r c e s  t h a n  t h e  
H a r t l a n d  C h a m b e r  O rch es 
tra  can  m u s te r  a n d  1 have 
no  idea  w h o  will p e r f o rm  it. 
B u t  I k n o w  in  m y b o n e s  
th a t  in  th e  c u r r e n t  a tm o s 
p h e re  o f  fear we desp e ra te  - 
1 y n e e d  t o  h e a r  h e r  
message, com ing , as it d id , 
o u t  o f  a similarly t r o u b led  
time.

“For this is th e  cause why 
w e be  n o t  all  in  e a s e  o f  
h e a r t  a n d  soul; th a t  we seek 
h e r e  r e s t  in  t h o s e  t h i n g s  
th a t  a re  so little, w h ere in  is 
no  rest,  a n d  know  not o u r  
G od  th a t  is All-mighty, All
w ise , A l l - g o o d .  F o r  h e  is 
very rest. G od  willeth to be 
know n, a n d  it p leaseth  H im  
th a t  we rest in H im , for all 
t h a t  is b e n e a t h  H im  suf-  
f ice th  n o t  us. T h i s  is th e  
c au se  w hy  th a t  n o  sou l is 
res ted  till it is m a d e  now t as 
to all th ings  th a t  a re  m ade .  
W h e n  it is willingly m a d e  
nowt, fo r  love to have  H im  
th a t  is all, th en  is it able to 
receive spiritual res t .”

1 am  n o t  g o ing  to tease 
o u t  w h a t  s h e  m e a n s  b y  
“those th ings tha t  a re  so lit
t l e ” . We can  each  d o  th a t  
fo r  o u rse lv e s .  N o r  shall I 
ex p lo re  how we f ind release 
f r o m  a t t a c h m e n t  to  “ a ll  
th ings th a t  a re  m a d e ”.

J u l i a n  w a s  “ a s i m p l e  
c r e a t u r e ,  u n l e t t e r e d ” w ho  
e x p e r i e n c e d  s ix teen  Shew- 
in g s  o v e r  tw o  d a y s .  S h e  
m e d i ta t e d  fo r  m a n y  years  
on  these Revelations of Divine 
Love b e f o r e  w r i t i n g  t h e m  
d o w n .  U n l ik e  m a n y  o t h e r  
w o m e n  m y s t i c s  s h e  s e e s  
C hr is t  n o t  as ‘th e  b e lo v ed ’ 
with w h om  she seeks un io n ,  
b u t  as the  M o th e r  w ho n u r 
tu res .  “T h e  h ig h  M igh t o f  
th e  T r in i ty  is o u r  F a the r ,  
a n d  the  d e e p  wisdom o f  the  
T rin i ty  is o u r  M other,  a n d  
th e  g re a t  Love o f  th e  T r in i
ty is o u r  L o rd .” She refers 
sev e ra l  t im es  to  C h r is t  as 
“M o th e r”.

T h e  w ords with which I 
e n d  m y  p i e c e  s h e  h e a r s  
from  th e  m o u th  o f  Jesus, “It  
behoveth that there should be 
sin; but a ll shall be well, and 
a ll shall be well, and a ll man
n er o f th ing  shall be w ell."  
W h at I have now just rea l
ized is th a t  these  w ords  o f  
r e a s su ra n c e  a r e  b e t t e r  r e 
layed by Colin th e  co m po s
e r  th an  Colin th e  preacher. 
I t  h a s  s u d d e n l y  b e c o m e  
clear why, at sixty, I shou ld  
have tu r n e d  to  com posit ion  
as a m e a n s  o f  e x p re s s io n .  
Music slows th e  w ords dow n 
so tha t  they can  be  co n te m 
p la t e d  in t h e i r  simplicity . 
T h e  se rm o n ize r  e laborates , 
exp la ins ,  justifies , a n d  lays 
h im se l f  o p e n  to  d iv e r s io n 
ary  nit-picking. H e  p re a c h 

es to a  h a n d fu l  o f  the  m os t
ly conver ted  r a th e r  th a n  to 
those w ho  n e ed  to  hear.

H av in g  said th a t ,  I still 
have to find an  au d ien c e  for 
my song.

T H E  P O L IT IC A L  C L IM A T E  
has a lso  g iv en  im p e tu s  to 
my Francis o f  Assisi ope ra .  
T h e  s c e n e  w h e r e  F ra n c i s  
visits th e  S u ltan  allows me 
an  o p p o r t u n i t y  to p r e s e n t  
th e  best in C h r is t ian i ty  in 
d i a l o g u e  w ith  th e  b e s t  in 
Islam. T h e  e n c o u n te r  c o n 
c lu d e s  w ith  n o  v ic to r  b u t  
w i th  m u t u a l  r e s p e c t  a n d  
p e r m is s io n  fo r  F ran c is  to 
t r a v e l  f r e e l y  in  M u s l i m  
lands.

T h e  S u l t a n  M a l ik  a l-  
Kamil was a c u l tu red  m an ,

jus t  a n d  peace-loving, who 
sou gh t  to negotia te  with the 
c r u s a d e r s .  H is  o v e r t u r e s  
w e re  r e j e c te d  by th e  p ig 
h e a d e d  S p a n i s h  P a p a l  
Legate, Pelagius, who could 
co u n ten a n c e  no  coexistence 
w i th  m e n  b o t h  e v i l  a n d  
c ru e l  w ho  spat o n  the  cross. 
It was w itho u t  his m an d a te  
t h a t  B ro th e r s  F rancis  a n d  
I l lum ina to  crossed th e  ba t
tle lines.

Al-Kamil h ad  as his spiri
tual adviser the  mystic Fakir 
a d - D i n  a l - F a r s i .  ( O n  h is  
tom b is this inscription: His  
a d v e n tu re  w i th M a l ik  a l -  
Kamil, and a ll that happened 
in regard to a monk, are very 
well known.) H e  also re v e r 
e n c e d  t h e  S u f i  t e a c h e r  
U m a r  ibn al-Farid. T h e  d e 
b a te  be tw een  the  two sides 
m u s t  have  been  o f  a pa r t ic 
u l a r l y  h i g h  o r d e r .  I a m  
looking for  a Muslim schol
a r  w h o  can  h e lp  m e  c o n 
struc t a convincing  d ia logue 
be tw een  the  two sides.

It  m u s t  b e  a d i a l o g u e  
th a t  has co n tem p o ra ry  reso 
nances. I h a d  a  message o n  
m y  a n s w e r p h o n e  a c o u p le  
o f  days ago  fro m  a w o m an  
describ ing  herself as an  ‘ Is- 
lam ophob ic ’ (a strategy tha t  
seeks to pass o ff  p re jud ice  
as a physical condit ion  an d  
thus  m ake  it acceptable!) . It 
r e m i n d e d  m e  o f  th e  i r r a 
tional hostility I m et to the 
inclusion o f  Muslim schools 
in the  T h i r d  Sector Schools 
A l l i a n c e .  I u n d e r s t o o d  
p a in fu l ly  w hy  th e  M us lim  
c o m m u n ity  in B rita in  feels 
m i s u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  p u t -  
u p o n ,  even dem onized .  T h e  
a ttacks o f  1 1 th  S e p te m b e r  
have  in tensified hostility to 
w ard s  th e m .  I have  to  r e 
sp o n d  to this si tuation with 
so m eth in g  m o re  th an  a let
te r  to th e  local paper.

W riting  music  is not,  as 
som e o f  m y fr iends im agine, 
a  gen tle  hobby  p u rs u e d  in 
r e t i r e m e n t  in  a r e l a x e d  
ru r a l  re trea t .  It  is a calling 
—  a n d  the  times com pel m e 
to  sing. •

Colin Hodgetts is a composer.
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W E L C O M E

I N  A D O R A T I O N  
O F  N A T U R E

ON  11TH SEPTEMBER, th e  w o r ld ’s c o n f id e n c e  
in  cap ita lism  was sh a k e n .  T h a t  day, th e  sy m 
bols  o f  m i l i ta r ism  a n d  m a te r ia l i sm  w e re  s h a t 
t e r e d .  E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  r e a c t i o n  of t h e  A m e r i c a n  

g o v e r n m e n t  was to  r e s p o n d  to  v io lence  w ith  g r e a t e r  
v io lence ,  we d o  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  th e  lo n g - te r m  o u tc o m e  
o f  t h a t  t rag ic  e v e n t  will be .

T h e  e n d  o f  th e  W o r ld  T r a d e  C e n t r e  m ay  p r o v e  to 
b e  th e  b e g in n i n g  o f  a  n e w  e ra .  It m a y  b e  re a l iz ed  tha t  
t h e  po li tics  o f ‘th e  W est’ a n d  ‘th e  r e s t ’ is d e e p ly  flawed. 
T h e  tw e n t i e th  c e n tu r y  was d o m i n a t e d  by d u a l i sm  a n d  
div is ions. B rit ish  in te re s t s ,  A m e r ic a n  in te res ts ,  n a t io n a l  
in t e r e s t s ,  s e l f  in t e r e s t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  k in d s  o f  n a r r o w  
in te re s t s  c a m e  b e fo re  th e  in te re s t s  o f  h u m a n i ty  a n d  o f  
th e  E a r th .

T h e  ‘A m e r ic a n  way o f  life’ was n o t  fo r  n e g o t ia t io n  
a n d  was n e v e r  to  b e  c o m p r o m is e d .  T h is  was th e  basis 
o f  US fo re ig n  a n d  d o m e s t ic  policies. 11 th  S e p te m b e r  
e x p o s e d  th e  fallacy o f  su ch  a n  a r r o g a n t  a p p r o a c h  to 
w o r ld  affairs . It s h o w e d  th a t  t h e r e  is n o  safety in  self
ishness .  I t  p r o v e d  th a t  we a r e  all to g e th e r :  all n a t io ns ,  
till p e o p l e s  a n d  all c r e a t u r e s  —  h u m a n s  a n d  n o n 
h u m a n s  —  we a re  all o n e .  We a r e  all c o n n e c te d .  W e 
n e e d  to  m o v e  f ro m  ‘m e ’ to  ‘w e ’ f r o m  ‘I ’ to  ‘u s ’.

T h i s  is W end e l l  B e r r y ’s m essag e .  In  his a r t ic le  in 
this  is sue  W e nd e l l  p r e s e n ts  a  wise vis ion fo r  A m er ic a  
a n d ,  by  im p l ica t io n ,  fo r  th e  w o rld .  T h e r e  is a  g r e a t  
a l t e rn a t iv e  t r a d i t io n  o f  th in k e r s  a n d  activists in  A m e r i 
ca: H e n r y  D avid  T h o r e a u ,  A ldo  L e o p o ld ,  W alt W h i t 
m a n ,  R a lp h  N a d e r ,  a n d  m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r ly  W en d e l l  
B erry ,  sym bolize  th a t  t r a d i t io n .  We ca n  d o  n o  b e t t e r  
th a n  p a y  a t t e n t io n  to  w ha t  W en d e l l  has  to  say. H e  has 
t r u e  a n sw e rs  to  o u r  crisis. H is  analysis is s im p le ,  clear, 
re a l  a n d  p r o f o u n d .

LIKE WENDELL BERRY f r o m  A m erica ,  V a n d a n a  Shiva 
is th e  voice o f  san i ty  f r o m  In d ia .  S h e  is a n  e lo q u e n t ,  
r a d ic a l  a n d  fear less  critic  o f  th e  c u l tu r e  o f  v io lence  to 
p e o p le  a n d  to  th e  E a r th .  U n less  w e can  d e a l  w ith  c o r 
p o r a t e  v io lence  w e will n o t  b e  a b le  to  o v e rc o m e  so- 
ca lled  t e r ro r i s t  v io lence.

T h e n  th e r e  is G e o rg e  M o nb io t .  H e  is a  voice o f  c o n 
s c i e n c e  f r o m  B r i t a in .  L ik e  W e n d e l l  a n d  V a n d a n a ,  
G e o rg e  is a  c o u r a g e o u s  cri t ic  o f  cap ita l i s t  o bsess io n  
w ith  p o w e r ,  m o n e y  a n d  c o n t r o l .  At t im e s  l ike th is ,  
w h e n  m o s t  c o m m e n t a t o r s  a r e  c o w e d  b y  c u r r e n t  
e v e n ts ,  G e o rg e  u rg e s  u s  to  k e e p  th e  b ig  p i c t u r e  in 
m i n d  a n d  n o t  ge t  b lo w n  aw ay by  th e  p re v a i l in g  w inds .

T h e  p r o b l e m  with dua lis t ic  politics is t h a t  it is too  
h u m a n - c e n t r e d .  It d iv ides  th e  w o r ld ,  n o t  o n ly  b e tw e e n  
‘th e  W est’ a n d  ‘th e  r e s t ’, b u t  it also p u t s  h u m a n  r ig h ts  
ab o v e  th e  r ig h ts  o f  N a tu re .  G o d o f r e d o  S tu tz in ’s p ro -

Weaver bird building nest p h o t o g r a p h : n i g e l . j  d e n n i s / n h p a

f o u n d  a n d  fa r - re a c h in g  a r t ic le  ch a l le n g e s  us th a t  w e 
m u s t  re c o g n iz e  th e  in t r in s ic  v a lue  o f  all life, a n d  accep t  
th e  r ig h ts  o f  N a tu r e  w ith  eq u a l  legal sta tus.

In  th e  past ,  scientific  effor ts  h av e  b e e n  c o n c e n t r a t e d  
to  le a r n  ‘a b o u t ’ N a tu r e ,  so th a t  we can  ex p lo i t  N a tu r e  
a n d  c o n t r o l  h e r  fo r  h u m a n  benef i t .  N o w  is th e  t im e  to  
l e a r n  ‘f r o m ’ N a tu r e  a n d  a d o r e  N a t u r e  so th a t  h u m a n  
e x is te n c e  c a n  b e  m a d e  su s ta inab le .  T h i s  was th e  last 
m e s sa g e  o f  D o n e l la  M e a d o w s  w h o se  u n t im e ly  d e a th  
was a g r e a t  loss to  A m erica ,  especially  a t  this  t im e  o f  
crisis, w h e n  h e r  sa n e  voice, s im i la r  to  t h a t  o f  W en d e l l  
B erry ,  w o u ld  hav e  b e e n  o f  im m e n s e  im p o r t a n c e .

A f te r  o u r  spec ia l  is sues  o n  A rt ,  T e c h n o lo g y  a n d  
C rafts ,  we p re s e n t  to  o u r  r e a d e r s  th is  issue w h ich  cov
e r s  a b r o a d e r  s p e c t r u m .  We h a v e  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  
art ic les  o n  a r c h i te c tu r e ,  d e s ig n ,  fo o d ,  eco n o m ics ,  p h i 
lo s o p h y  a n d  poetics .  D e a r  r e a d e r ,  I h o p e  you  e n joy  
th is  b o u q u e t .  I wait to  h e a r  y o u r  c o m m e n ts ,  cri ticisms 
a n d  g u id a n c e ,  so t h a t  we m a y  se rv e  y o u  b e t te r .  •

S A T IS H  K U M A R
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The front cover photograph on Issue 209 and the top photograph on page 39/209, 
should have been credited to Steve Tanner. We apologize for this oversight.

Sandy Brown, our new 
Craft columnist
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I N  T H E  P R E S E N C E  O F  F E A R

PH O TO G R A PH : GLEB GARANICH/REUTKRS

T HE TIM E WILL s o o n  c o m e  
w h e n  w e  will  n o t  b e  a b le  
to  r e m e m b e r  t h e  h o r r o r s  
o f  11 tb  S e p te m b e r  w itho u t  

r e m e m b e r in g  also th e  u n q u e s t io n in g  
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  o p t i 
m ism  th a t  e n d e d  o n  th a t  day.

2. T h i s  o p t i m i s m  r e s t e d  o n  t h e  
p ro p o s i t io n  th a t  we w e re  living in  a 
‘n ew  w o r ld  o r d e r ’ a n d  a  ‘new  e c o n o 
m y ’ t h a t  w o u l d  g r o w  o n  a n d  o n ,  
b r in g in g  a p ro s p e r i ty  o f  w h ich  every  
n ew  in c r e m e n t  w o u ld  b e  u n p r e c e 
d e n te d .

3. T h e  d o m i n a n t  poli ticians, c o r p o 
r a t e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  i n v e s t o r s  w h o  
b e l i e v e d  th i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  d i d  n o t  
ack n o w led g e  th a t  th e  p ro s p e r i ty  was 
l im i ted  to  a  t iny  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  th e  
w o r ld ’s p eo p le ,  a n d  to  a n  e v e n  sm all
e r  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  e v e n  in  th e  
U n i t e d  S ta tes ;  th a t  it was f o u n d e d  
u p o n  th e  o p p re s s iv e  l a b o u r  o f  p o o r  
p e o p le  all o v e r  th e  w orld ;  a n d  th a t  its 
ecolog ica l  costs in c r e a s in g ly  t h r e a t 
e n e d  all life, in c lu d in g  th e  lives o f  th e  
su p p o s e d ly  p ro s p e ro u s .

W E N D E L L  B E R R Y  

A  U S  c it iz e n ’s th o u g h ts  
o n  th e  te r ro r is t  attacks 

in  A m erica .

4. T h e  ‘d e v e lo p e d ’ na t io n s  h a d  given 
to  th e  ‘f ree  m a r k e t '  t h e  s ta tu s  o f  a  
g o d ,  a n d  w e re  sacrificing to  it th e i r  
fa rm e rs ,  f a r m la n d s  a n d  c o m m u n it ie s ,  
th e i r  forests ,  w e t lan d s  a n d  p ra i r ie s ,  
t h e i r  e c o s y s t e m s  a n d  w a t e r s h e d s .  
T h e y  h a d  ac c e p te d  u n iv e r sa l  p o l lu 
tion  a n d  g lobal w a rm in g  as n o rm a l  
costs o f  d o in g  business .

5. T h e r e  was, as a c o n s e q u e n c e ,  a  
g ro w in g  w o r ld w id e  e ffo rt  o n  b e h a l f  
o f  e c o n o m i c  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  e c o 
n o m ic  jus tice ,  a n d  ecological r e s p o n 
sibility. W e m u s t  r e co g n ize  th a t  th e  
even ts  o f  11 th  S e p te m b e r  m a k e  this 
effort  m o r e  necessary  th a n  ever. We 
c i t iz en s  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  c o u n t r i e s  
m u s t  c o n t in u e  th e  l a b o u r  o f  self-crit i
c ism  a n d  s e l f - c o r r e c t io n .  We m u s t  
reco gn ize  o u r  mistakes.

6 . T h e  p a r a m o u n t  d o c t r i n e  o f  th e  
eco n o m ic  a n d  techno log ica l  e u p h o r i a

o f  r e c e n t  d e c a d e s  h a s  b e e n  t h a t  
ev e ry th in g  d e p e n d s  o n  in no va t ion .  It 
w a s  u n d e r s t o o d  as  d e s i r a b l e ,  a n d  
ev en  necessary, th a t  we sh o u ld  go  on  
a n d  o n  f ro m  o n e  techno log ica l  in n o 
v a t i o n  to  t h e  n e x t ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  
c a u s e  t h e  e c o n o m y  t o  g r o w  a n d  
m a k e  e v e r y t h in g  b e t t e r  a n d  be tte r .  
T h i s  o f  c o u rs e  im p lied  a t  every  p o in t  
a  h a t r e d  o f  th e  past ,  w h e re  all i n n o 
vations, w h a te v e r  th e i r  va lue  m ig h t  
h av e  b een ,  w e re  d is c o u n te d  as o f  n o  
value  a t  all.

7. W e d id  n o t  a n t ic ipa te  a n y th in g  like 
w h a t  h as  n o w  h a p p e n e d .  We d id  n o t  
fo resee  th a t  all o u r  s e q u e n c e  o f  i n n o 
vations  m ig h t  be  a t  o n c e  o v e r r id d e n  
by a  g re a t e r  one : th e  in v en t io n  o f  a 
n ew  k in d  o f  w a r  th a t  w o u ld  t u r n  o u r  
p re v io u s  in n o v a t io n s  aga ins t  us, d is
c o v e r in g  a n d  e x p lo i t i n g  th e  d eb i ts  
a n d  t h e  d a n g e r s  t h a t  w e  h a d  
ig n o r e d .  W e n e v e r  c o n s i d e r e d  th e  
possibility th a t  we m ig h t  b e  t r a p p e d  
in  th e  w eb -w o rk  o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n  
a n d  t r a n s p o r t  th a t  was su p p o s e d  to  
m a k e  us free.
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8 . N o r  d i d  w e  f o r e s e e  t h a t  t h e  
w e a p o n ry  a n d  th e  w a r  science th a t  we 
m a r k e t e d  a n d  t a u g h t  to  th e  w o r ld  
w o u ld  b e c o m e  available ,  n o t  j u s t  to  
r e c o g n i z e d  n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  
w hich  possess so u n can n i ly  th e  p o w e r  
to  legitimize large-scale violence, bu t 
also to  ‘r o g u e  n a t io n s ’, a n d  d iss iden t 
o r  fa n a t ica l  g r o u p s  a n d  in d iv id u a ls  
w h ose  violence, th o u g h  n e v e r  w orse  
th a n  th a t  o f  na t ions ,  is j u d g e d  by th e  
n a t io n s  to  b e  illegitimate.

9. We h a d  a cce p te d  uncri t ica lly  the  
b e l ie f  th a t  te c h n o lo g y  is on ly  good ; 
t h a t  it c a n n o t  s e rv e  evil as well as 
g oo d ;  th a t  it c a n n o t  serve  o u r  e n e 
mies as well as ourse lves ;  th a t  it c a n 
n o t  b e  u se d  to  d e s t ro y  w h a t  is good ,  
i n c l u d i n g  o u r  h o m e l a n d s  a n d  o u r  
lives.

10. We h a d  ac c e p te d  to o  th e  co ro l
lary  b e l ie f  th a t  an  e c o n o m y  (e i th e r  as 
a m o n e y  e c o n o m y  o r  as a l i fe -su p p o r t  
system) th a t  is g lobal in ex te n t ,  te c h 
nologically  co m p le x ,  a n d  cen tra l ized  
is i n v u l n e r a b l e  to  t e r r o r i s m ,  s a b o 
tage ,  o r  war, a n d  th a t  it is p ro tec tab le  
by ‘n a t io n a l  d e f e n c e ’.

11. W e n ow  h av e  a clear, inescapab le  
cho ice  th a t  we m u s t  m ake .  We can  
c o n t i n u e  to  p r o m o t e  a  g lo b a l  e c o 
n o m i c  s y s t e m  o f  u n l i m i t e d  ‘f r e e  
t r a d e ’ a m o n g  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  h e l d  
to g e th e r  by lo n g  a n d  h igh ly  v u ln e r a 
ble lines o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n  a n d  s u p 
ply, b u t  no w  re c o g n iz in g  th a t  such  a 
sys tem  will h av e  to  b e  p ro te c te d  by a 
h u g e ly  e x p e n s i v e  po l ic e  fo rce  th a t  
will b e  w o r ld w id e ,  w h e t h e r  m a i n 
ta in e d  by  o n e  n a t io n  o r  several o r  all, 
a n d  th a t  such  a  police force will be  
effective precisely  to  th e  e x te n t  th a t  it 
oversw ays  th e  f r e e d o m  a n d  p rivacy  
o f  th e  citizens o f  every  na t ion .

12. O r  we can  p r o m o te  a d e c e n t r a l 
iz e d  w o r ld  e c o n o m y  w h ic h  w o u ld  
h a v e  t h e  a im  o f  a s s u r i n g  to  e v e ry  
n a t io n  a n d  re g io n  a local self-suffi
c iency in l i fe -su p p o r t in g  goods. T h is  
w o u l d  n o t  e l i m i n a t e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
t r a d e ,  b u t  it w o u ld  t e n d  to w a r d  a 
t r a d e  in  su rp lu se s  a f te r  local n eed s  
h a d  b e e n  met.

13. O n e  o f  th e  g raves t  d a n g e r s  to  us 
now, s e c o n d  only  to  f u r th e r  te r ro r i s t  
a t tacks  ag a in s t  o u r  p e o p le ,  is th a t  we 
will a t t e m p t  to  go  o n  as b e fo re  with 
th e  c o r p o r a te  p r o g r a m m e  o f  global 
‘f ree  t r a d e ’, w h a te v e r  th e  cost in f r e e 
d o m  a n d  civil r ig h ts ,  w i th o u t  self
q u e s t io n in g  o r  self-crit icism o r  public  
deb a te .

14. T h i s  is w hy  th e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  
rh e to r ic  fo r  t h o u g h t ,  always a  t e m p 
ta t io n  in  a n a t io n a l  crisis , m u s t  be 
res is ted  by officials a n d  cit izens alike, 
f t  is h a r d  f o r  o r d i n a r y  c i t iz e n s  to  
k no w  w h a t  is actually  h a p p e n i n g  in 
W a sh in g to n  in a t im e  o f  such  g re a t  
t ro ub le ;  fo r  we all know , se r iou s  a n d  
difficult th o u g h t  m a y  b e  tak in g  p lace  
th e r e .  B u t  th e  ta lk  th a t  w e a r e  h e a r 
in g  f r o m  politicians, b u r e a u c r a t s  a n d  
c o m m e n ta t o r s  h a s  so f a r  t e n d e d  to  
r e d u c e  th e  c o m p l e x  p r o b l e m s  n o w  
facing us  to  issues o f  unity , security, 
norm ali ty ,  a n d  re ta lia tion .

15. N a t io n a l  s e l f - r ig h te o u sn ess ,  like 
p e r s o n a l  se lf-r igh teousness ,  is a  m is
take. I t  is m is lead ing .  It is a  s ign  o f  
w eakness .  A ny w a r  tha t  we m a k e  now  
ag a ins t  te r ro r i s m  will c o m e  as a  new  
i n s t a l m e n t  in  a  h i s t o r y  o f  w a r  in  
w hich we h av e  fully p a r t ic ip a te d .  We 
a r e  n o t  i n n o c e n t  o f  m a k i n g  w a r  
a g a i n s t  c iv i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n s .  T h e  
m o d e r n  d o c t r in e  of su ch  w a rfa re  was 
s e t  f o r th  a n d  e n a c t e d  by G e n e r a l  
W i l l i a m  T e c u m s e h  S h e r m a n ,  w'ho 
he ld  th a t  a  civilian p o p u la t io n  co u ld  
be  d e c la r e d  gu il ty  a n d  r ig h t ly  s u b 
jec ted  to  m i l i ta ry  p u n i s h m e n t .  W e 
h av e  n e v e r  r e p u d i a t e d  t h a t  d o c tr ine .

16. It is a  m is take  also —  as even ts  
since 1 1th S e p te m b e r  h av e  sh o w n  —  
to  s u p p o s e  t h a t  a  g o v e r n m e n t  can  
p r o m o te  a n d  p a r t ic ip a te  in  a global 
e c o n o m y  a n d  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  act 
e x c lu s iv e l y  in  its o w n  i n t e r e s t  b y  
a b r o g a t in g  its in t e r n a t io n a l  t r e a t ie s  
a n d  s t a n d in g  a p a r t  f r o m  in t e rn a t io n 
al co -o p e ra t io n  o n  m o ra l  issues.

17. A n d  surely, in  o u r  coun try ,  u n d e r  
o u r  C o n s t i tu t io n ,  it is a  fu n d a m e n ta l  
e r r o r  to  s u p p o s e  th a t  a n y  crisis o r  
e m e r g e n c y  c a n  justify a n y  f o r m  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  o p p r e s s i o n .  S i n c e  1 1 th  
S e p te m b e r  far  to o  m a n y  pub lic  voices 
hav e  p r e s u m e d  to “s p e ak  fo r  u s ’' in 
s a y i n g  t h a t  A m e r i c a n s  w ill  g la d ly  
a c c e p t  a r e d u c t i o n  o f  f r e e d o m  in  
e x c h a n g e  f o r  g r e a t e r  “ s e c u r i t y ” . 
S o m e  w o u ld ,  m aybe .  B u t  so m e  o th 
e rs  w o u ld  a c cep t  a  r e d u c t io n  in secu 
r i ty  ( a n d  in  g lob a l  t r a d e )  fa r  m o r e  
willingly th a n  th e y  w'ould accep t  any  
a b r i d g e m e n t  o f  o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
rights.

18. I n  a  t im e  such  as this, w h e n  w'e 
hav e  b e e n  ser iously  a n d  m ost cruelly  
h u r t  by  tho se  w h o  h a te  us, a n d  w hen  
w e  m u s t  c o n s i d e r  o u r s e lv e s  to  be  
g r a v e ly  t h r e a t e n e d  by  th o s e  s a m e  
p e o p le ,  it is h a r d  to  sp ea k  o f  th e  ways 
o f  p e a c e  a n d  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t

C h r is t  e n jo in e d  us to  love o u r  e n e 
mies,  b u t  th is  is n o  less necessary  fo r  
b e in g  difficult.

19. E v e n  n ow  w e d a r e  n o t  forget th a t  
since th e  a t tack  o f  Pearl H a r b o r  —  
w i th  w h ic h  t h e  p r e s e n t  a t t a c k  h a s  
b e e n  o f t e n  a n d  n o t  u s e f u l ly  c o m 
p a r e d  —  we h u m a n s  have  su f fe red  
a n  a lm o st  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  seq u e n c e  o f  
w a rs ,  n o n e  o f  w h ic h  lias b r o u g h t  
p ea ce  o r  m a d e  us  m o r e  peaceable .

20 . f l ie  a im  a n d  re su l t  o f  w a r  n eces
sarily  is n o t  p e a c e  b u t  victory, a n d  
a n y  vic tory  w o n  by vio lence n ecessa r
ily justifies th e  v io lence  th a t  w o n  it 
a n d  leads  to  f u r th e r  violence. I f  we 
a r e  s e r io u s  a b o u t  in n o v a t io n ,  m u s t  
we n o t  co n c lu d e  th a t  we n e e d  so m e 
th in g  n e w  to  r e p la c e  o u r  p e rp e tu a l  
‘w a r  to  e n d  w a r ’?

21. W h a t  lead s  to  p eace  is n o t  vio
lence  b u t  peaceab leness ,  w hich  is n o t  
p a s s iv i ty ,  b u t  a n  a l e r t ,  i n f o r m e d ,  
p rac t ise d ,  a n d  active s ta te  o f  be in g .  
We s h o u ld  re co g n ize  th a t  w hile  we 
h a v e  e x t r a v a g a n t l y  s u b s id i z e d  th e  
m e a n s  o f  war, we hav e  a lm o st  totally 
n e g le c te d  th e  ways o f  peaceab leness .  
W e  h a v e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  s e v e r a l  
na t io n a l  mili tary a cadem ies ,  b u t  no t  
o n e  p e a c e  academ y. We h av e  i g n o r e d  
th e  t e a c h in g s  a n d  th e  e x a m p le s  o f  
C h ris t ,  G a n d h i ,  M ar t in  L u th e r  K ing  
a n d  o t h e r  p e a c e a b l e  l e a d e r s .  A n d  
h e r e  w e have  a n  inescapab le  d u ty  to 
n o t i c e  a lso  t h a t  w a r  is p r o f i t a b l e ,  
w h e re a s  th e  m e a n s  o f  peaceab leness ,  
b e i n g  c h e a p  o r  f r e e ,  m a k e s  n o  
money.

22. T h e  key to  p eaceab len ess  is c o n 
t in u o u s  practice .  It  is w ro n g  to  s u p 
p o s e  t h a t  v /e  c a n  e x p l o i t  a n d  
i m p o v e r i s h  t h e  p o o r e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  
w hile  a r m i n g  t h e m  a n d  in s t ru c t in g  
t h e m  in  t h e  new 'es t m e a n s  o f  w'ar, 
a n d  th e n  reason ab ly  e x p e c t  th e m  to 
b e  peaceab le .

23. W e m u s t  n o t  ag a in  allow public  
e m o t io n  o r  th e  public  m e d ia  to  c a r i
c a tu r e  o u r  en em ies .  I f  o u r  en em ies  
a r e  n ow  to be  so m e  na t io n s  o f  Is lam, 
th e n  w e sh o u ld  u n d e r t a k e  to  k n ow  
th o s e  e n e m ie s .  O u r  schoo ls  s h o u ld  
b eg in  to  teach  th e  his tories,  cu l tu res ,  
a r t s  a n d  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  I s l a m ic  
na tions .  A n d  o u r  leade rs  sh o u ld  have  
th e  hu m i l i ty  a n d  th e  w isd o m  to ask 
th e  r e a s o n s  s o m e  o f  th o s e  p e o p le  
have  fo r  h a t i n g  us.

24. S ta r t i n g  w ith  th e  e c o n o m ie s  o f  
f o o d  a n d  f a r m in g ,  w e s h o u ld  p r o 
m o t e  a t  h o m e ,  a n d  e n c o u r a g e
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C U T T I N G  E D G E  /  S E P T E M B E R  I

TH E NEED FOR DISSENT
G E O R G E  M O N B I O T

R a d i c a l i s m  i s  m o r e  n e c e s s a r y  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .

a b ro a d ,  d ie  idea l  o f  local self-suffi
ciency. W e sh o u ld  reco g n ize  th a t  this 
is t h e  s u r e s t ,  t h e  s a f e s t  a n d  t h e  
c h e a p e s t  way fo r  th e  w o r ld  to  live. 
We s h o u ld  n o t  c o u n te n a n c e  th e  loss 
o r  d e s t ru c t io n  o f  a n y  local capacity  
to  p r o d u c e  necessa ry  g oo ds

25. W e sh o u ld  r e c o n s id e r  a n d  re n e w  
a n d  e x t e n d  o u r  efforts  to  p ro te c t  the  
n a t u r a l  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  th e  h u m a n  
e c o n o m y :  so il,  w a t e r  a n d  air . W e 
s h o u ld  p r o t e c t  e v e ry  in tac t  ecosys
t e m  a n d  w a te r s h e d  th a t  we h av e  left, 
a n d  b e g in  re s to ra t io n  o f  tho se  th a t  
hav e  b e e n  d a m a g e d .

26. T h e  c o m p le x i ty  o f  o u r  p r e s e n t  
t r o u b le  sugges ts  as n e v e r  b e fo re  th a t  
w e n e e d  to  c h a n g e  o u r  p re s e n t  c o n 
ce p t  o f  ed u c a t io n .  E d u c a t io n  is n o t  
p ro p e r ly  a n  ind us try ,  a n d  its p r o p e r  
u se  is n o t  to  serve  in du s tr ie s ,  n e i th e r  
by  jo b - t r a in in g  n o r  by in d u s try - su b 
sid ized  re sea rch .  Its p r o p e r  use  is to 
e n a b le  citizens to  live lives th a t  a re  
economically ,  politically, socially a n d  
c u l tu ra l ly  r e s p o n s ib le .  T h i s  c a n n o t  
be  d o n e  by  g a th e r in g  o r  ‘access ing’ 
w h a t  w e n o w  call ‘i n f o r m a t i o n ’ —  
w hich  is to  say facts w i th o u t  co n te x t  
a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w i t h o u t  p r io r i t y .  A 
p r o p e r  e d u c a t i o n  e n a b l e s  y o u n g  
p e o p le  to  p u t  th e i r  lives in  o rd e r ,  
w h ich  m e a n s  k n o w in g  w hich  th ings  
a r e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  o t h e r  
th ings;  it m e a n s  p u t t in g  first th ings  
first.

27. T h e  first th in g  we m u s t  b eg in  to 
t e a c h  o u r  c h i ld r e n  (a n d  le a rn  o u r 
selves) is th a t  we c a n n o t  s p e n d  a n d  
c o n s u m e  endlessly. We have  go t  to 
l e a r n  to  save a n d  conserve .  We do  
n e e d  a  ‘n ew  e c o n o m y ’, b u t  o n e  tha t  
is f o u n d e d  o n  th r if t  a n d  care ,  o n  sav
in g  a n d  c o n s e r v in g ,  n o t  o n  excess  
a n d  w as te .  A n  e c o n o m y  b a s e d  o n  
w as te  is i n h e r e n t l y  a n d  h op e le s s ly  
vio lent,  a n d  w a r  is its inevi tab le  by
p ro d u c t .  W e n e e d  a  peaceab le  e c o n 
omy. •

T h is  a r t ic le  o r ig in a lly  a p p e a re d  on 
< O r io n O n lin e .o rg > ,  th e  w eb site  o f 
Orion  a n d  Orion A fie ld  m a g a z in e s , 
u n d e r  th e  fea tu re  h e a d lin e  ‘T h o u g h ts  
o n  A m erica’, an d  w ill be in c lu d e d  in  a 
soon-to -be-re leased  an tho logy  o f sev
e ra l re la te d  essays by M r B erry, In the 
Presence o f  Fear, p u b l i s h e d  by  th e  
O rio n  Society.

Wendell Berry is a farm er and a poet. The 
New York Times recently called him “The 
Prophet of Rural America”.

IF OSAMA BIN LADEN d id  n o t  
ex is t ,  it w o u ld  b e  n e c e s s a ry  to  
i n v e n t  h im .  F o r  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  
y ea rs ,  his n a m e  h as  b e e n  in v o k e d  

w h e n e v e r  a  US p r e s id e n t  h a s  s o u g h t  
to  in c r e a se  th e  d e fe n c e  b u d g e t  o r  
w rigg le  o u t  o f  a r m s  c o n t r o l  trea ties .  
H e  h a s  e v e n  b e e n  u s e d  to  ju s t i f y  
P r e s i d e n t  B u s h ’s m is s i le  d e f e n c e  
p r o g r a m m e ,  t h o u g h  n e i t h e r  h e  n o r  
his associa tes  a r e  k n o w n  to  possess  
a n y th i n g  a p p r o a c h i n g  ballistic m is
sile techno logy .  N o w  h e  h a s  b e c o m e  
th e  p e rs o n if ic a t io n  o f  evil r e q u i r e d  
to  l a u n c h  a c r u s a d e  fo r  g o o d :  th e  
face b e h in d  th e  faceless te r ro r .

T h e  c lo se r  y o u  look, t h e  w e a k e r  
t h e  case  a g a in s t  b in  L a d e n  b ecom e s .  
W h i le  t h e  t e r r o r i s t s  w h o  in f l i c te d  
t h e  d r e a d f u l  w o u n d  in t h e  w o r ld  
m a y  h a v e  b e e n  i n s p i r e d  b y  h im ,  
t h e r e  is, a t  th e  t im e  o f  w ri t ing ,  little 
ev id e n c e  th a t  th ey  w e re  in s t ru c te d  
by  h im . B u t  b in  L a d e n ’s cu lpab i li ty  
is i r re le v a n t :  his u se fu ln e ss  to  W est
e r n  g o v e r n m e n ts  lies in his p o w e r  
to  terrify. W h e n  b il lions o f  p o u n d s  
o f  m i l i ta r y  s p e n d i n g  a r e  a t  s take ,  
r o g u e  s ta tes  a n d  te r r o r i s t  w a r lo rd s  
b e c o m e  a s s e t s  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  
they  a r e  liabilities.

By u s in g  b in  L a d e n  as a n  e x cu se  
fo r  d e m a n d i n g  n e w  m il i ta ry  s p e n d 
i n g ,  w e a p o n s  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  in  
A m er ic a  a n d  B ri ta in  h a v e  e n h a n c e d  
his iconic s ta tu s  a m o n g  th e  d i s g r u n 
tled. H is  in f lu en ce ,  in  o t h e r  w o rds ,  
h a s  b e e n  n u r t u r e d  b y  t h e  v e r y  
in d u s t r y  w h ich  c laims to  possess  th e  
m e a n s  o f  s t a m p in g  h im  o u t .

N o w  th e  h o r r o r  o f  1 1th S e p te m 
b e r  2001 is b e in g  u s e d  by  c o r p o r a 
t ions to  establish  th e  p r e c o n d i t i o n s  
fo r  a n  e v e n  d e a d l i e r  b r a n d  o f  t e r 
r o r .  W h i l e  t h e  w o r l d ’s c o l l e c t i v e  
back  is t u r n e d ,  T o ny  B la ir  in te n d s  
to  a llow  th e  m i x e d  o x id e  p la n t  at 
S e l l a f i e ld  to  s t a r t  o p e r a t i n g .  T h e  
d e c i s i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  f r o n t 

p a g e  new s  a t  a n y  o t h e r  t ime. N ow  
it’s likely to  b e  all b u t  invisible. T h e  
p l a n t ’s o p e r a t i o n ,  lo n g  d e m a n d e d  
by th e  n u c le a r  in d u s t r y  a n d  res is ted  
by a lm o s t  e v e ry o n e  else, will lead  to  
a  m ass iv e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  p l u t o n i 
u m ,  a n d  a n e a r  c e r t a in ty  th a t  som e  
o f  it will f ind  its w ay  in to  th e  h a n d s  
o f  te r ro r i s ts .  Like A riel S h a ro n ,  in 
o t h e r  w o rd s ,  B la ir  is u s in g  th e  r e e l 
i n g  w o r ld ’s sh o ck  to  p u r s u e  policies 
w h ich  w o u ld  be  u n a c c e p ta b le  at an y  
o t h e r  t im e.

F o r  th e s e  r e a s o n s  a n d  m an y  o t h 
e rs ,  r a d i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  has  s e ld o m  
b e e n  m o r e  necessary . B u t  it has  se l
d o m  b e e n  m o r e  v u l n e r a b l e .  T h e  
r i g h t  is se iz in g  t h e  po li t ica l  sp ace  
w h ic h  h a s  o p e n e d  u p  w h e r e  t h e  
t w i n  t o w e r s  o f  t h e  W o r l d  T r a d e  
C e n t r e  o n c e  s tood .

Civil l iber t ies  a r e  s u d d e n ly  n e g o 
tiab le .  T h e  US se e m s  p r e p a r e d  to  
lift its b a n  o n  e x t r a ju d ic ia l  e x e c u 
t ions  c a r r i e d  o u t  a b r o a d  by  its o w n  
ag en ts .  T h e  CIA m i g h t  b e  p e r m i t t e d  
to  e m p l o y  h u m a n  r i g h t s  a b u s e r s  
o n c e  m o r e ,  w h i c h  w ill  d o u b t l e s s  
m e a n  t r a in i n g  a n d  f u n d i n g  a  w h o le  
ne w  g e n e r a t io n  o f  b in  L a d e n s .  T h e  
B ri t i sh  g o v e r n m e n t  is c o n s i d e r in g  
th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  id e n t i ty  ca rd s .  
R a d ic a l  d i s s e n te r s  in B r i ta in  h a v e  
a l r e a d y  b e e n  id e n t i f ie d  as te r ro r i s ts  
b y  t h e  T e r r o r i s m  A ct  2 0 0 0 .  N o w  
w e ’r e  likely to  be  t r e a t e d  as such.

O n e  o f  th e  p e c u l i a r  p ro b le m s  we 
rad ica ls  face is t h a t  th e  ta rge ts  o f  the  
a t t a c k s  o n  A m e r i c a  r e p r e s e n t e d  
m o r e  c le a r ly  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r s  th e  
p o w e rs  w e h a v e  lo n g  o p p o s e d .  For  
th o s e  o f  us  w h o  h a v e  c a m p a ig n e d  
ag a in s t  th e  p r e d a t o r y  b e h a v io u r  o f  
th e  f inanc ia l  sec to r  a n d  th e  d e fe n c e  
in d u s t ry ,  t h e  W o r ld  T r a d e  C e n t r e  
a n d  th e  P e n ta g o n  h a d  c o m e  to sy m 
bolize  all t h a t  was r o t t e n  in  th e  s ta te  
of th e  w o rld .  So, t h o u g h  o u r s  is a 
m o v e m e n t  b u i l t  o n  p eace ,  it h as  n o t
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b e e n  h a r d  f o r  o u r  o p p o n e n t s  to  
e q u a te  o u r  d is s id en ce  w ith  te r ro r .

T h e  a u th o r i t a r i a n i s m  w h ic h  h a s  
lo n g  b e e n  lu r k in g  in a d v a n c e d  c a p i 
ta l ism  h as  s t a r t e d  to  su r face .  I n  The 
G u a r d i a n  r e c e n t l y ,  W i l l i a m  
S h a w c r o s s  —  R u p e r t  M u r d o c h ’s 
c o u r t e o u s  b i o g r a p h e r  —  a r t ic u la te d  
th e  new  o r t h o d o x y :  A m er ica  is, h e  
m a i n t a i n e d ,  “a  b e a c o n  o f  h o p e  fo r  
t h e  w o r l d ’s p o o r  a n d  d is p o s se s se d  
a n d  fo r  all th o s e  w h o  be lieve  in f r e e 
d o m  o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  d e e d ”. T h e s e  
b e l ieve rs  w o u ld  p r e s u m a b ly  in c lu d e  
th e  fam il ies  o f  t h e  I r a q is  k il led  by 
t h e  s a n c t i o n s  B r i t a i n  a n d  t h e  US 
h a v e  i m p o s e d ;  t h e  p e a s a n t s  m u r 
d e r e d  b y  B u s h ’s p r o x y  w a r  in  
C o lo m b ia ;  a n d  th e  te n s  o f  m ill ions 
l iv ing  u n d e r  d e sp o t ic  r e g im e s  in  th e  
M i d d le  E a s t ,  s u s t a i n e d  a n d  s p o n 
s o r e d  by  th e  U n i te d  States.

W ill iam  S haw cross  c o n c lu d e d  by 
s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  “w e a r e  all A m e r i 
c a n s  n o w ” , a t e r r i f y i n g  e c h o  o f  
P i n o c h e t ’s m a x i m  t h a t  “w e a r e  all 
C h i le a n s  n o w ” : by w h ich  h e  m e a n t  
t h a t  n o  c u l t u r a l  d i s t in c t io n s  w o u ld  
b e  t o l e r a t e d ,  a n d  n o  i n d i g e n o u s  
l a n d  r i g h t s  r e c o g n i z e d .  S h a w c ro s s  
a p p e a r e d  to  su g g e s t  th a t  th o se  w ho  
q u e s t io n  A m e r i c a n  p o w e r  a r e  n o w  
th e  e n e m ie s  o f  dem o cracy .  I t ’s a  d i f 
f e r e n t  way o f  fo r m u la t in g  th e  w a r n 
in g  vo iced  by  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  B u sh  
a d m in i s t r a t io n :  “ I f  y o u ’re  n o t  w ith  
us ,  y o u ’r e  ag a in s t  u s ” .

The D aily  Telegraph has  set a s id e  
p a r t  o f  its l e a d e r  c o lu m n  fo r  a d i r e c 
to ry  o f  “u se fu l  id io ts ” , by w h ich  it 
m e a n s  th o s e  w h o  o p p o s e  m a jo r  m ili
ta r y  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  D o u b t le s s  I will 
f ind  m y  n a m e  o n  th e  roll o f  h o n o u r  
th e r e .  So, p e r h a p s ,  will th e  families 
o f  so m e  o f  th e  victims, w h o  se em  to

b e  r a t h e r  m o r e  c a p a b le  o f  r e s t r a in t  
a n d  fo rg iven ess  th a n  th e  l e a d e r  w ri t 
e r s  o f  t h e  r i g h t - w i n g  p re s s .  M a r k  
N e w to n -C a r te r ,  w h o se  b r o t h e r  d ie d  
in  th e  t e r r o r i s t  o u t r a g e ,  to ld  o n e  o f  
th e  S u n d a y  n e w s p a p e r s ,  “A  m il i ta ry  
s tr ike  is n o t  th e  answ er. G a n d h i  said: 
‘An eye  fo r  a n  eye  m a k e s  th e  w ho le  
w o r ld  b l i n d . ’ a n d  n e v e r  a t r u e r  w o rd  
was s p o k e n .” B u t  w h e n  th e  r i g h t  is 
o n  th e  r a m p a g e ,  v ic t im s as well as 
p e r p e t r a t o r s  a r e  t r a m p l e d .

M a r k  T w a in  o n c e  o b s e r v e d  th a t  
“ t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  n a t u r e s  w h i c h  
n e v e r  g ro w  la rg e  e n o u g h  to  sp e a k  
o u t  a n d  say a b a d  ac t  is a  b a d  act, 
u n t i l  t h e y  h a v e  i n q u i r e d  i n t o  t h e  
politics o r  th e  n a t io n a l i ty  o f  th e  m a n  
w h o  d id  it .” T h e  rad ica l  left is ab le  
to  s ta te  ca tegorica l ly  th a t  t e r r o r i s m  
is a  d r e a d f u l  a c t ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  
p r o v e n a n c e .  B u t  t h e  r i g h t  c a n ’t 
b r i n g  i t se l f  to  m a k e  th e  s a m e  s ta te 
m e n t  a b o u t  I s ra e l ’s n e w  invas io ns  o f  
P a les t ine ,  o r  th e  san c t io n s  in I r a q ,  o r  
th e  U S-backed  t e r r o r  in  East T im o r ,  
o r  th e  c a r p e t  b o m b in g  o f  C a m b o d ia .  
Its critical faculties  h a v e  lo n g  b e e n  
s u s p e n d e d  a n d  now, it d e m a n d s ,  we 
m u s t  s u s p e n d  o u r s  too.

R e ta in in g  th e  ability to  d is c r im i
n a te  b e tw e e n  g o o d  acts a n d  b a d  acts 
will b e c o m e  e v e r  h a r d e r  o v e r  t h e  
n e x t  few m o n t h s ,  as n e w  confl ic ts  
a n d  p a r a d o x e s  c h a l l e n g e  o u r  p r e 
c o n c e p t io n s .  I t  m a y  b e  th a t  a  c o n 
v in c i n g  ca se  a g a in s t  b in  L a d e n  is 
a s s e m b l e d ,  w h e r e u p o n  h is  f o r c e d  
e x t r a d i t i o n  w o u ld ,  1 feel, b e  j u s t i 
f ie d .  B u t ,  u n l e s s  w e w ish  to  h e lp  
G e o r g e  B u s h  u s e  b a r b a r i s m  t o  
d e f e n d  th e  “civ ilization” h e  c laims to  
r e p r e s e n t ,  we o n  th e  left m u s t  d is 
t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  e x t r a d i t i o n  a n d  
e x te r m in a t io n .

T h e  t e r r o r i s t  a t tacks  in A m er ica  
m a y  h a v e  s ig n a l led  th e  b e g in n i n g  o f  
th e  e n d  o f  g loba l iza t ion .  T h e  re c e s 
sion  it has  d o u b t le s s  h e lp e d  to  p r e 
c i p i t a t e ,  c o u p l e d  w i th  a n e w  a n d  
u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  f e a r  a m o n g  m a n y  
A m e r ic a n s  o f  e n g a g e m e n t  w ith  th e  
o u ts id e  w o r ld ,  c o u ld  le ad  to  a  r e a c 
t io n a ry  p ro t e c t io n i s m  in th e  U n i te d  
S ta t e s ,  w h ic h  is l ike ly  to  p r o v o k e  
s im ila r  r e s p o n s e s  011 th is  s ide  o f  th e  
A tlan t ic .  W e will, in th e s e  c i r c u m 
s ta n c e s ,  h a v e  to  b e  c a r e f u l  n o t  to  
c e l e b r a t e  t h e  d e m i s e  o f  c o r p o r a t e  
g lob a l iza t io n ,  i f  it m e r e ly  gives way 
to  s o m e th i n g  ev en  w orse .

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  B r i t a in  a n d  
A m e r i c a  a r e  u s i n g  th e  d i s a s t e r  in 
N e w  York to  r e in fo rc e  th e  v e ry  p o li
cies w h ich  h av e  h e lp e d  to  c au se  th e  
p ro b le m :  b u i l d in g  u p  th e  p o w e r  o f  
th e  d e f e n c e  in d u s t ry ,  p r e p a r i n g  to  
l a u n c h  c a m p a ig n s  o f  th e  k in d  w hich  
i n e v i t a b l y  k il l  c iv i l i a n s ,  l i c e n s i n g  
c o v e r t  a c t i o n .  C o r p o r a t i o n s  a r e  
s e c u r in g  n ew  re s o u rc e s  to  inves t  in 
i n s t a b i l i t y .  R a c i s t s  a r e  a t t a c k i n g  
A rab s  a n d  M us lim s  a n d  b la m in g  lib
e ra l  a sy lu m  polic ies  fo r  t e r ro r i s m .  As 
a r e s u l t  o f  th e  h o r r o r ,  th e  r i g h t  in  all 
i ts f o r m s  is f l o u r i s h i n g ,  a n d  d i s 
s e n te r s  a r e  s h r in k in g .  B u t  w e m u s t  
n o t  b e  c o w e d .  D i s s e n t  is  m o s t  
nece ssa ry  j u s t  w h e n  it is h a r d e s t  to  
voice. •

T h e  above a r t ic le  is e x t r a c te d  from  
G e o rg e  M o n b io t ’s r e g u l a r  G u ard ian  
co lu m n .

C a m p a i g n  A g a i n s t  C r i m i n a l i z i n g  
Communities (C A C C ), c/o The Haldane  
Society, Conway H a l l ,  2 5  Red Lion  
S q u a r e ,  L o n d o n  W C 1 R  4 R L .  Tel:  
Stephanie Harrison (chair) on 020  7353  
1633. < http://www.cacc.org.uk> .
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C O R P O R A T E
T E R R O R I S M

VANDANA SHIVA

S o l i d a r i t y  a g a i n s t  a l l  f o r m s  o f  v i o l e n c e .

18T H  SEPTEM BER 2001 
was th e  day  fo r  solidarity  
w i t h  v i c t i m s  o f  
th e  11 th  S e p te m b e r  2001 

te r r o r i s t  a t ta ck  o n  th e  US.
I j o i n e d  t h e  m i l l i o n s  to  
o b s e r v e  t w o  m i n u t e s  
s i l e n c e  a t  1 0 .3 0  a .m .  fo r  
th o s e  w h o  los t t h e i r  lives 
in th e  assau lt  o n  th e  W o r ld  
T r a d e  C e n t r e  a n d  th e  P e n 
ta g o n .  B u t  I also th o u g h t  
o f  th e  m ill ions w h o  a r e  vic
t i m s  o f  o t h e r  t e r r o r i s t  
ac tions  a n d  o t h e r  fo rm s  o f  
v io le n c e .  A n d  I r e n e w e d  
m y  c o m m i t m e n t  to  res is t  v io lence  in 
all its fo rm s .  At 10.30 a .m .  o n  18th 
S e p t e m b e r ,  I w a s  w i t h  L a x m i ,  
R a ibari  a n d  S u r a n a m  in J h o d i a  Sahi 
village in  K a s h ip u r  d is tr ic t  in  Orissa. 
L a x m i’s h u s b a n d  G h a b i  J h o d i a  was 
a m o n g  th e  tw en ty  tr iba ls  w h o  hav e  
r e c e n t ly  d i e d  o f  s t a rv a t io n .  I n  th e  
s a m e  v i l l a g e  S u b a r n a  J h o d i a  h a d

also d ie d .  L a t e r  w e m e t  S in g a r i  in  
B ilam al village w h o  has  lost h e r  h u s 
b a n d  S a d  h a ,  e l d e r  s o n  S u r a t ,  
y o u n g e r  son  Paila a n d  d a u g h te r - i n -  
law Sulam i.

T h e  d e l ib e ra te  d e n ia l  o f  fo o d  to  
t h e  h u n g r y  is a t  t h e  c o r e  o f  t h e  
W o r ld  B a n k  S t r u c tu r a l  A d ju s t m e n t  
p r o g r a m m e s .  D ism a n t l in g  th e  Public

D is t r ib u t io n  System  (PDS) 
was a W o r ld  B a n k  c o n d i 
t io n .  I t  w as  j u s t i f i e d  o n  
g r o u n d s  o f  r e d u c i n g  
e x p e n d i t u r e .  B u t  t h e  
fo o d  su b s id y  b u d g e t  has 
e x p l o d e d  f r o m  R s .2 ,8 0 0  
c r o r e  i n  1 9 9 1  t o  
Rs. 14,000 c r o r e  in  2001. 
M o r e  m o n e y  is b e i n g  
s p e n t  t o  s t o r e  g r a i n  
b e c a u s e  t h e  B a n k  
r e q u i r e d  th a t  food  subs i
d ie s  b e  w i th d r a w n .  T h is  
l e d  to  i n c r e a s e  in  f o o d  
p r ic e s ,  l o w e r i n g  o f  p u r 

c h a se  f r o m  th e  PDS a n d  h e n c e  b u i ld 
u p  o f  s tocks.  T h e  fo o d  s e c u r i ty  o f  
I n d i a  is co llaps ing .

W h i l e  o b s e r v i n g  t w o  m i n u t e s  
s i lence  in th e  m id s t  o f  t r iba l  families 
w h o  a r e  v ic t im s o f  s t a rv a t io n  e v e n  
w hile  60  m ill ion  to n n e s  o f  g r a in  a r e  
r o t t i n g  in  t h e  s t o r e s ,  I c o u l d  n o t  
h e lp  b u t  th in k  o f  e c o n o m ic  policies
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w h ic h  p u s h  p e o p le  in to  p o v e r ty  a n d  
s ta rv a t io n  as a f o r m  o f  t e r ro r i s m .

S ta rv a t io n  d e a th s  in  M a h a r a s h t r a ,  
R a ja s th a n  a n d  O ris sa  a r e  a  s y m p to m  
o f  th e  b r e a k d o w n  o f  o u t  fo o d  sys
t e m s .  K a s h i p u r  w a s  g i f t e d  w i t h  
a b u n d a n c e  o f  n a t u r e .  S t a r v a t i o n  
d o e s  n o t  b e lo n g  h e re .  I t  is th e  re s u l t  
o f  w aves o f  v io lence  a g a in s t  n a tu r e  
a n d  th e  t r ib a l  c o m m u n i t ie s .  I t  is a 
re su l t  o f  a b ru t a l  s ta te  e v e r  p r e s e n t  
to  sn a tch  th e  r e s o u rc e s  o f  th e  tr ibals 
fo r  i n d u s t r y  a n d  p r i v a t e  c o r p o r a 
tions, b u t  to tally  a b s e n t  in  p r o v id in g  
w e lfa re  a n d  se cu r i ty  to  th e  d is p o s 
sessed  tr ibals.

T h e  s t a r v a t i o n  d e a t h s  in  
K a s h i p u r  a n d  o t h e r  r e g i o n s  a r e  a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  eco log ica l  p l u n d e r  o f  
th e  r e s o u rc e s  o f  th e  r e g io n ,  th e  d is 
m a n t l i n g  o f  th e  fo o d  secu r i ty  sys tem  
u n d e r  e c o n o m ic  r e f o r m  policies a n d  
th e  im p a c t  o f  c lim a te  c h a n g e  w hich  
c a u se d  c r o p  failures.

T w en ty  y e a rs  ag o ,  th e  p u l p  a n d  
p a p e r  in d u s t r y  r a p e d  th e  fores ts  o f  
K ash ip u r .  T o d a y  th e  p a p e r  mills a r e  
b r i n g i n g  e u c a l y p t u s  t i m b e r  f r o m  
n e i g h b o u r in g  A n d h r a  P ra d e s h .  T h e  
‘t e r r o r i s m ’ o f  th e  p u lp  in d u s t r y  has 
a l r e a d y  left th e  r e g i o n  d e v a s t a te d .  
N o w  th e  g ian t  m i n in g  c o m p a n ie s  —  
H y d r o  o f  N orw ay, .Alcan o f  C a n a d a ,  
In d ic o  a n d  B alco /S ter l i te  o f  I n d ia  —  
h a v e  u n l e a s h e d  a  n e w  w ave o f  t e r 
ror. T h e y  a r e  e y e in g  th e  b a u x i te  in 
t h e  m ajes t ic  hills o f  K ash ip u r .  B a u x 
ite is u s e d  fo r  a lu m in i u m  —  a lu m in i 
u m  th a t  will go  to  m a k e  C oca-C o la  
cans  a n d  f ig h te r  p lanes .

I m a g i n e  e a ch  m o u n t a i n  to  b e  a 
W o r ld  T r a d e  C e n t r e  bu il t  by  n a tu r e  
o v e r  m i l len n ia .  T h i n k  o f  how  m a n y  
t r a g e d i e s  b i g g e r  t h a n  w h a t  t h e  
w o r ld  e x p e r i e n c e d  o n  11 th  S e p te m 
b e r  2001 a r e  t a k in g  p lace  to  p ro v id e  
raw  m a te r ia l  fo r  in sa t iab le  i n d u s t ry  
a n d  m a r k e ts .  W e s t o p p e d  th e  e c o 
l o g i c a l  t e r r o r i s m  o f  t h e  m i n i n g  
in d u s t r y  in m y  h o m e  —  th e  D o on  
V a l ley  —  in  1 9 8 3 .  T h e  S u p r e m e  
C o u r t  c lo sed  th e  m in e s ,  a n d  r u l e d  
t h a t  c o m m e r c e  t h a t  t h r e a t e n s  life 
m u s t  b e  s to p p e d .  B u t  o u r  ecological 
v ictories  o f  th e  1980s w e re  u n d o n e  
with th e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d e r e g u la t i o n  
a c c o m p a n y in g  g lob a l iza t io n  policies.

M in in g  h a s  b e e n  ‘l ib e ra l iz ed ’ a n d  
c o r p o r a t i o n s  a r e  r u s h i n g  to  f i n d  
m i n e r a l s  w h e r e v e r  t h e y  c a n .  T h e  
a l u m i n i u m  c o m p a n i e s  w a n t  t h e  
h o m e l a n d s  o f  th e  K a s h ip u r  tr ibals. 
B u t  th e  tr iba ls  o f  K a s h ip u r  r e fu se  to 
leave th e i r  h o m e s .  T h e y  a r e  d e f e n d 
in g  th e  l a n d  a n d  e a r t h  —  t h r o u g h  a

n o n v io l e n t  r e s is ta n c e  m o v e m e n t  —  
th e  m o v e m e n t  fo r  th e  P ro tec t io n  o f  
N a t u r e  a n d  P eop le .  As M u k ta  J h o 
d ia ,  a n  e ld e r ly  w o m a n  l e a d e r  o f  th e  
m o v e m e n t ,  s a i d  a t  a  r a l l y  i n  
K a sh ip u r ,  "T he  E a r th  is o u r  m o th e r .  
W e a r e  b o r n  to  her. W e a r e  h e r  ch i l
d r e n .  I h e  m i n in g  c o m p a n ie s  c a n n o t  
fo rce  us  to  leave o u r  la n d .  T h i s  l a n d  
was g iven  to  us  by G o d  a n d  c re a t io n ,  
n o t  by  th e  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  g o v e r n 
m e n t  has  n o  r i g h t  to  sn a tc h  o u r  l a n d  
f r o m  u s .”

T h i s  f o r c e d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  
r e s o u rc e s  f ro m  p e o p le  is also a fo r m  
o f  t e r r o r i s m  —  c o r p o r a t e  t e r ro r i s m .

I h a d  g o n e  to  o ffe r  so l idar i ty  to  
v ic t im s o f  th is  c o r p o r a t e  t e r r o r i s m ,  
w h ic h  was n o t  o n ly  t h r e a t e n i n g  to  
r o b  200 v illages o f  t h e i r  su rv iva l b ase  
b u t  h a d  a l r e a d y  r o b b e d  m a n y  o f  
t h e i r  lives w h e n  th e y  w e re  sh o t  a n d  
k i l le d  o n  16 th  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 0  by  
th e  police.

A b h i la s h  was o n e  o f  th e  v ic t im s 
k il led  in th e  po lice  f i l ing .  H is  wife 
S u b a r n a  J h o d i a  w as  e x p e c t i n g  a 
b a b y  w h e n  h e  w a s  s h o t .  W h e n  I 
w e n t  t o  m e e t  h e r  i n  h e r  v i l l a g e  
M a i k a n c h ,  s h e  w as  s i t t i n g  o n  t h e  
d o o r s t e p  o f  h e r  h u t  w ith  th e  b a b y  
g ir l  w h o  was b o r n  a f t e r  th e  f a t h e r  
was b ru ta l ly  kil led . I a sked  h e r  w h a t  
sh e  h a d  n a m e d  h e r  ch ild ;  she  a sk e d  
m e  to  give h e r  d a u g h t e r  a  n a m e .  I 
n a m e d  h e r  S h a k ti —  to  e m b o d y  
p o w e r  in  p ea ce fu l  fo rm  —  to  c a r ry  
in  h e r  th e  ‘s h a k t i ’ h e r  f a th e r  a n d  his 
t r iba l  c o l leagu es  h a v e  d isp lay ed  o v e r  
a d e c a d e  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  a g a in s t  t h e  
t e r r o r i s m  o f  m in in g  c o m p a n ie s .

F i f ty  m i l l i o n  t r i b a l s  w h o  h a v e  
b e e n  f lo o d e d  o u t  o f  t h e i r  h o m e s  by 
b ig  d a m s  o v e r  th e  p a s t  f o u r  d e c a d e s  
a r e  also v ictim s o f  t e r r o r i s m  —  th ey  
h a v e  faced  th e  t e r r o r  o f  te c h n o lo g y  
a n d  d e s t r u c t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t .
3 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p l e  d i e d  in  t h e  O r i s s a  
s u p e r c y c lo n e ,  a n d  m il l ion s  will d ie  
w h e n  f l o o d s  a n d  d r o u g h t s  a n d  
c y c l o n e s  b e c o m e  m o r e  s e v e r e  
b e c a u se  o f  c lim a te  c h a n g e  a n d  fossil 
fue l  p o l lu t io n .

T h e  t r a g e d y  o f  11 th  S e p t e m b e r  
2001 p ro v id e s  us w ith  an  o p p o r t u n i 
ty to  s top  all fo rm s  o f  t e r r o r i s m  —  
mili tar ist ic ,  tech n o lo g ic a l ,  e co n o m ic ,  
p o l i t i c a l .  T e r r o r i s m  w il l  n o t  b e  
s t o p p e d  by  m i l i ta r ized  m in d s  w hich  
c re a te  in sec u r i ty  a n d  fe a r  a n d  h e n c e  
b r e e d  t e r r o r i s m .  T h e  p r e s e n t  ‘w a r  
a g a i n s t  t e r r o r i s m ’ w i l l  c r e a t e  a 
vicious cycle o f  v io lence. It  will n o t  
c r e a t e  p e a c e  a n d  secu r i ty .  W e a r e  
a l r e a d y  w i t n e s s i n g  a x e n o p h o b i c

w ave  s w e e p in g  acro ss  t h e  US, w ith  
I n d i a n s ,  A s ia n s  a n d  A r a b s  b e i n g  
a t t a c k e d  a n d  killed.

T e r r o r i s m  c a n  on ly  b e  s t o p p e d  by 
c u l t u r e s  o f  p e a c e ,  d e m o c r a c y ,  a n d  
p e o p l e ’s s e c u r i t y .  It is w r o n g  to  
d e f i n e  t h e  p o s t - 1  1 th  S e p t e m b e r  
w o r ld  as a  w a r  b e tw e e n  “civilization 
a n d  b a r b a r i s m ” o r  “d e m o c r a c y  a n d  
t e r r o r i s m ”. I t  is a  w a r  b e tw e e n  two 
fo rm s  o f  t e r r o r i s m  w h ic h  a r e  m i r r o r  
im ag es  o f  e ach  o t h e r ’s m in d s e t s  —  
m in d s e t s  t h a t  can  o n ly  c o n c e iv e  o f  
m o n o c u l tu r e s  a n d  m u s t  e ra s e  d iv e r 
sity, th e  ve ry  p r e c o n d i t i o n  fo r  peace .  
T h e y  s h a r e  th e  d o m i n a n t  c u l tu r e  o f  
v i o l e n c e .  T h e y  u s e  t h e  s a m e  
w e a p o n s  a n d  th e  s a m e  tech n o lo g ie s .  
I n  t e r m s  o f  th e  p r e f e r e n c e  fo r  v io
len ce  a n d  u s e  o f  te r r o r ,  b o th  sides 
a r e  c lo n es  o f  e a c h  o th e r .  A n d  th e i r  
v ic t im s a r e  in n o c e n t  p e o p l e  e v e ry 
w h e re .

T h e  re a l  confl ic t  is b e tw e e n  citi
z en s  across  th e  w o r ld  l o n g in g  to  live 
in p eac e  a n d  secu r i ty  a n d  forces o f  
v io lence  a n d  t e r r o r  —  d e n y in g  th e m  
p e a c e  a n d  security.

T h e  tr iba ls  in J h o d i a  Sah i h a d  lit 
a  la m p  fo r  m e  a t  th e  vil lage s h r in e  
—  a sm all  s ton e .  T h e s e  t r ib a l  sh r in e s  
a r e  in s ign if ican t  w h e n  o n e  m e a s u re s  
t h e m  in physica l  t e r m s  ag a in s t  th e  
tw in to w ers  o f  th e  W o r ld  T r a d e  C e n 
t re .  B u t  th e y  a r e  sp i r i tu a l ly  d e e p ly  
s ig n i f i c a n t  b e c a u s e  th e y  e m b o d y  a 
g e n e r o u s  c o s m o l o g y  o f  p e a c e  —  
p e a c e  w ith  th e  e a r th ,  p e a c e  b e tw e e n  
p e o p le ,  p e a c e  w ith in  p e o p le .  T h is  is 
t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  p e a c e  w e  n e e d  to  
rec la im ,  a n d  sp re a d .

T h e  w h o l e  w o r l d  r e p e a t e d l y  
w a t c h e d  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
W o r ld  T r a d e  C e n t r e  to w ers ,  b u t  th e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  s a c r e d  
s h r i n e s  a n d  h o m e s  a n d  f a r m s  by 
fo rces  o f  in just ice ,  g r e e d  a n d  g lo b a l
iza t ion  goes  u n n o t i c e d .

As we r e m e m b e r  t h e  v ic t im s  o f  
Black T u esday ,  let us also s t r e n g th e n  
o u r  s o l id a r i ty  w i th  t h e  m i l l io n s  o f  
in v is ib le  v ic t im s  o f  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  
t e r r o r i s m  a n d  v io l e n c e  w h ic h  a r e  
t h r e a t e n i n g  th e  v e ry  p o ss ib i l i ty  o f  
o u r  f u t u r e  o n  th is  p la n e t .  W e can  
t u r n  t h i s  t r a g i c  b r u t a l  h i s t o r i c a l  
m o m e n t  in t o  b u i l d i n g  c u l t u r e s  o f  
peace .  •

Vandana Shiva is co-author o f A n  Ecologi
ca l H is to ry  o f  Food a n d  F a rm in g  in 
India. This two-volume history is published 
by Research Foundation fo r  Science, Tech
nology and Ecology, New Delhi. For further 
information contact: < vshiva@vsnl.com> .
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O URS IS A c o r p o r a t e  age. 
Y e t ,  a m i d  t h e  f e r t i l e  
a r g u m e n t s  o n  h o w  to  
t a m e  a n d  t r a n s f o r m  

to d a y ’s c o rp o r a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  is a  sense  
t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  e r a  o f  b u s i n e s s  
d o m i n a n c e  is s o m e h o w  u n iq u e .  B u t  
th e r e  was a t im e  w h e n  c o rp o r a t io n s  
really  r u l e d  th e  w o r ld ,  a n d  a m o n g  
th e  c o m m e rc ia l  d in o s a u r s  t h a t  on ce  
s t r a d d l e d  t h e  g lo b e ,  B r i t a i n ’s East 
I n d i a  C o m p a n y  lo o m s  la rge .  At its 
h e ig h t ,  th e  C o m p a n y  r u l e d  o v e r  a 
fifth o f  th e  w o r ld ’s p e o p le ,  g e n e r a t 
e d  a  r e v e n u e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  th e  w ho le  
o f  B r i t a in  a n d  c o m m a n d e d  a  p r iv a te  
a r m y  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a m ill ion  s t ro n g .

A l th o u g h  it s t a r t e d  o u t  as a sp ec 
u la t iv e  v e h ic le  to  i m p o r t  p r e c i o u s  
sp ices f r o m  th e  East I n d ie s  —  m o d 
e r n - d a y  In d o n e s ia  —  th e  C o m p a n y  
g re w  to  fa m e  a n d  f o r tu n e  by  t r a d in g  
w i th  a n d  t h e n  c o n q u e r i n g  I n d i a .  
A n d ,  fo r  m a n y  I n d i a n s ,  it w as th e  
C o m p a n y ’s p l u n d e r  t h a t  f i r s t  d e 
i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  a n d  
t h e n  p r o v i d e d  t h e  f i n a n c e  t h a t  
fue l le d  B r i t a in ’s o w n  in d u s t r i a l  re v o 
lu t io n .  I n  e s s e n c e ,  t h e  h o n o u r a b l e  
E a s t  I n d i a  C o m p a n y  f o u n d  I n d i a  
r ich  a n d  left it p oor .  B u t  visit L o n 
d o n  today, w h e r e  th e  C o m p a n y  was 
h e a d q u a r t e r e d  fo r  o v e r  2 5 0  yea rs ,  
a n d  n o th i n g  m a r k s  its r ise  a n d  fall, 
its p o w e r  a n d  its c r im es .  By w alk ing  
its b o u n d s ,  h ow ever ,  by  s e e k in g  o u t  
t h e  p laces th a t  f o r m e d  its co re ,  we 
c a n  s t a r t  to  r e m e d y  th is  c o r p o r a t e  
a m n e s ia ,  a n d  b e g in  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  
r e m e m b r a n c e  a n d  r e p a r a t io n .

“ T h e  m o s t fo r m i d a b le  c o m m e r c ia l  
repub lic  kn o w n  to th e  w o rld ”

-  Warren Hastings, 1 780s

T H E  C I T Y  O F  L o n d o n  is fu l l  o f  
m o n u m e n t s ,  b u t  n o n e  r e c o r d s  th e  
E a s t  I n d i a  C o m p a n y ’s e x i s t e n c e .  
Like a sn ake ,  th e  City see m s  e m b a r 
ra s se d  o f  a n  e a r l ie r  skin. T h is  b e in g  
B r i ta in ,  h ow ever ,  w h a t  r e m a in s  is a 
p u b  —  T h e  E a s t  I n d i a  A r m s  o n  
F e n c h u r c h  S t r e e t .  C r a m p e d ,  b u t  
p o p u l a r  w ith  office w o rk e rs ,  th e  p u b  
s ta n d s  a t  th e  c e n t r e  o f  th e  C o m p a 
n y ’s f o r m e r  c o m m e r c i a l  u n iv e r s e .  
W e s t w a r d s  l i e s  P h i l p o t t  S t r e e t ,  
w h e re  it was o r ig in a l ly  b a s e d  in  the  
m a n s io n  o f  its f o u n d i n g  g o v e rn o r ,  
T h o m a s  S m y t h e .  J u s t  u p  w h e r e  
L im e S t r e e t  m e e t s  L e a d e n h a l l  S t re e t  
is th e  site o f  E ast  I n d i a  H o u s e ,  the  
C o m p a n y ’s h e a d q u a r t e r s  fo r  m o r e  
t h a n  tw o c e n tu r ie s ,  a  p lo t  c u r r e n t ly  
o c c u p ie d  by th e  steel a n d  glass o f  the  
L l o y d s  i n s u r a n c e  b u i l d i n g .  A n d

a M i m

LOOT
N I C K  R O B I N S

T h e  East Ind ia  
C o m p a n y  was th e  

w o r ld ’s first 
tran sn a t io n a l  

c o rp o ra t io n ,  se t t in g  th e  
p re c e d e n ts  b y  w h ic h  
to d a y ’s b ig  businesses 

ope ra te .

h e a d i n g  s o u t h  is M i n c i n g  L a n e ,  
o n c e  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  B r i t a i n ’s t e a  
t r a d e .

T h e  a b se n c e  o f  a n y  m e m o r i a l  to 
th e  E as t  I n d i a  C o m p a n y  a t  a n y  o f  
th e s e  sites is pecu lia r .  F o r  th is  was 
n o t  ju s t  a n y  c o r p o r a t i o n .  N o t  o n ly  
was it t h e  f i rs t  m a j o r  s h a r e h o l d e r -  
o w n e d  c o m p a n y ,  b u t  it w as a lso  a 
p ivo t  th a t  c h a n g e d  th e  c o u r s e  o f  e c o 
n o m i c  h is to ry .  D u r i n g  its l i fe t im e ,  
t h e  C o m p a n y  f i r s t  r e v e r s e d  t h e  
a n c ie n t  flow o f  w ea l th  f r o m  West to  
East, a n d  th e n  p u t  in p lace  n ew  sys
te m s  o f  e x c h a n g e  a n d  ex p lo i ta t io n .  
F r o m  R o m a n  t i m e s ,  E u r o p e  h a d  
always b e e n  A sia’s c o m m e rc ia l  s u p 
p lican t,  s h i p p in g  o u t  g o ld  a n d  silver 
in  r e t u r n  fo r  spices, tex t i les  a n d  lu x 
u r y  g o o d s .  A n d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  150  
y e a r s  a f t e r  i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  b y  
Q u e e n  E l i z a b e t h  I in  1 6 0 0 ,  t h e  
C o m p a n y  h a d  to  r e p e a t  th is  p r a c 
tice ,  as t h e r e  w as  s i m p ly  n o t h i n g  
th a t  E n g la n d  c o u ld  e x p o r t  th a t  th e  
East w a n te d  to  buy.

T h e  s i tu a t io n  c h a n g e d  d r a m a t i 
cally in th e  m id d le  o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  
c e n tu ry ,  as t h e  C o m p a n y ’s officials 
to o k  a d v a n ta g e  o f  th e  d e c l in e  o f  th e  
M u g h a l  E m p i r e  a n d  b e g a n  t o  
a c q u i r e  t h e  h i n t e r l a n d  b e y o n d  its 
v u l n e r a b l e  c o a s t a l  t r a d i n g  p o s t s .  
T e r r i to r ia l  c o n t ro l  e n a b le d  th e  C o m 
p a n y  b o th  to  m a n i p u la t e  th e  te r m s  
o f  t r a d e  in  its f a v o u r  a n d  to  g o u g e  
taxes  f ro m  th e  la n d s  it r u le d .  W ith in  
a few y ea rs  o f  R o b e r t  C liv e ’s f r eak

v ic to ry  o v e r  th e  N a w a b  o f  B e n g a l  a t  
Plassey in  1757, th e  C o m p a n y  h a d  
m a n a g e d  to  h a l t  th e  e x p o r t  o f  b u l 
l io n  e a s t w a r d s ,  c r e a t i n g  w h a t  h a s  
poe tica lly  b e e n  ca lled  th e  “u n r e q u i t 
e d  t r a d e ” —  u s in g  th e  E a s t ’s ow n  
re s o u rc e s  to  p a y  fo r  e x p o r t s  back  to 
E u r o p e .  T h e  im p a c t s  o f  this  h u g e  
s i p h o n in g  o f  w ea l th  w e re  im m en se ,  
c r e a t in g  a “ m is e ry ” o f  “a n  essentia lly  
d i f f e r e n t  a n d  in f in i te ly  m o r e  i n t e n 
sive k in d  th a n  all H in d u s t a n  h a d  to 
s u f f e r  b e f o r e ” , in  t h e  w o r d s  o f  a 
c o lu m n is t  w r i t in g  fo r  t h e  New  York 
Tribune in  1853, o n e  K ar l  M arx .

“I f  yo u  w ill p r o f i t ,  seek i t  a t sea a n d  
in  q u ie t trade '”

-  Thomas Roe, 1620s

B E S I D E  B A T T E R S E A  B R I D G E  in 
C h e lse a ,  th e  J a c o b e a n  C ro sb y  H all 
s t a n d s  new ly  s c r u b b e d ,  a  f ine b r i c k 
w o rk  p a lac e  th a t  gives li tt le c lue  th a t  
it o n c e  h o s t e d  th e  C o m p a n y  d u r i n g  
its f irs t e f fo r ts  to  t u r n  a  p ro f it .  T h is  
was th e  co py ca t ,  c a tc h -u p  w o r ld  o f  
s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  E n g l a n d ,  a 
m a r g in a l  is la n d  k in g d o m  c o m p e t in g  
fo r  su rv iva l  a g a in s t  b o th  th e  ca tholic  
e m p i r e s  o f  P o r t u g a l ,  F r a n c e  a n d  
S p a in ,  a n d  th e  c o m m e rc ia l  Calvinism 
o f  H o l l a n d .  T h e  f o u r  sm a l l  s h ip s  
t h a t  se t  sail f r o m  D e p t f o r d  in 1601 
w e r e  d e s p e r a t e  to  f in d  a n  E n g l i sh  
n ic h e  in th is  lu c ra t iv e  t r a d e .  A n d  in i
tially th e  voy ages  to  th e  East r e a p e d  
h u g e  r e t u r n s :  cloves so ld  f r o m  th e  
C o m p a n y ’s th i r d  v o yag e  m a d e  p r o f 
its o f  234%.

W h a t  live o n  f ro m  th e se  t im es  a r e  
s w a s h b u c k l i n g  ta le s  o f  p i r a c y  a n d  
h i g h  a d v e n t u r e .  P i r a t e s  h a v e  a n  
a m b i g u o u s  p lace  in  E ng lish  fo lk lore ,  
p a r t  f e a r e d  a n d  p a r t  c e le b ra te d ,  a n d  
th e  first w ave  o f  East I n d ia  t r a d e r s  
s im p ly  c o n t i n u e d  a n  o ld  E ng lish  t r a 
d i t io n :  t r a d e  w h e r e  n e c e s s a ry  a n d  
p l u n d e r  w h e r e  p o s s ib l e .  T h o u g h  
so m e t im e s  f a v o u r e d  by local p e o p le  
in  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s  in  t h e i r  b a t t le s  
a g a in s t  t h e  D u tc h ,  th e  m o t iv e  was 
alw ays th e  sam e: to  s e c u re  exclus ive 
c o n t r o l  o f  lo ca l  sp ic e  p r o d u c t i o n .  
B u t  th e  C o m p a n y  p ro g ress iv e ly  lost 
th e  ‘spice r a c e ’, o u t g u n n e d  a n d  o u t 
c la s sed  by th e  D u tch .  D r iv en  f ro m  
th e  M oluccas  fo l low ing  th e  m assac re  
o f  E n g l i s h  t r a d e r s  a t  A m b o y n a  in  
1 6 2 3 ,  t h e  C o m p a n y  e v e n t u a l l y  
e x c h a n g e d  its r e m a in i n g  o u tp o s t  in 
th e  E ast  In d ie s  a t  R u n  fo r  N ew  A m s
t e r d a m  in 1667 —  quick ly  r e n a m e d  
N ew  York.

F o rc e d  f r o m  th e  sp ice  is lands, th e  
C o m p a n y  r e f o c u s s e d  i t s  g a z e  o n
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In d ia ,  b u i ld in g  u p  a  s t r in g  o f  forts  
a lo n g  th e  coast ,  s t a r t i n g  w ith  M ad ra s  
in  1640. B o m b a y  fo l low ed  in 1661, a 
w e d d in g  gift to  C h a r le s  II  f r o m  his 
P o r t u g u e s e  wife, C a th e r i n e  o f  B ra-  
g a n z a ,  a n d  le a se d  to  th e  C o m p a n y  
by  th e  c a s h - s t r a p p e d  k in g  fo r  a  size
ab le  lo an  a n d  a n  a n n u a l  r e n t .  C a l
c u t t a  c a m e  a lm o s t  th i r ty  y e a rs  later,  
a  c ruc ia l  o u tp o s t  in  B e n g a l ,  by far 
th e  r ic h e s t  r e g io n  o f  In d ia .  I n  fact, 
I n d i a  w e n t  t h r o u g h  a b o o m  o f  
u n p a r a l l e l e d  p r o p o r t i o n s  a s  t h e  
in f lu x  o f  si lver b o o s t e d  d e m a n d  for 
te x t i l e s  a n d  o t h e r  g o o d s .  A n d  th e  
C o m p a n y ’s s h a r e h o ld e r s  p r o s p e r e d  
t o o :  a n n u a l  d i v i d e n d s  f r o m  t h e  
C o m p a n y ’s m o n o p o l y  c o n t r o l  o n  
t r a d e  w ith  th e  E ast  e x c e e d e d  25%  in 
th e  last y ea rs  o f  th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n 
tury.

L o o k in g  a t  th e  f ine  lines o f  C ro s 
by  H all,  t h e r e  is a  c e r t a in  sy m m e t ry  
b e tw e e n  th is  b u c c a n e e r i n g  p a s t  a n d  
its m o r e  r e c e n t  h is to ry .  O r ig in a l ly  
b u il t  o n  B ish o p sg a te  in  th e  City, at 
th e  t u r n  o f  th e  last c e n tu r y  a  public  
c a m p a ig n  saved  it f r o m  th e  d e v e lo p 
e r s  a n d  p a i d  f o r  its r e l o c a t i o n  to  
C h e l s e a ,  m a n y  m i le s  to  t h e  w es t .  
C o n v e r t e d  in to  a  co llege , its c o u rs e  
c h a n g e d  a g a in  in  t h e  1 9 8 0 s  a f t e r  
P r im e  M in is te r  M a r g a r e t  T h a t c h e r ’s 
a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  G r e a t e r  L o n d o n  
C o u n c i l  a n d  th e  d isp o sa l  o f  its assets. 
S o ld  o f f  a g a in s t  m u c h  c o m m u n i t y  
re s is tan ce ,  C ro sb y  H a ll  was b o u g h t  
b y  a  f i n a n c i e r  w h o  h a d  b e e n  
d r u m m e d  o u t  o f  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  
g ia n t ,  L loyds  —  itse lf  th e  site  fo r  the  
n e x t  p h a s e  o f  th e  rise  o f  th e  ‘H o n 
o u r a b le  C o m p a n y ’.

“A n  U nbounded  O cean o f  B u sin e ss”
-  D anie l Defoe, 1 720s

SIT T IN G  IN  HIS a i r y  s t u d y  a t  th e  
D elh i Schoo l o f  E c o n o m ics ,  P ro fes 
so r  O m  P ra k a s h  has  n o  d o u b ts  a b o u t  
th e  ce n tra l  c o n t r ib u t io n  m a d e  by th e  
E a s t  to  t h e  W e s t ’s d e v e l o p m e n t :  
“Asia p la y e d  a  g r e a t  ro le  in civilizing 
E u r o p e , ” h e  says. F r o m  th e  m id d le  
o f  th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r y  o n ,  the  
g r o w in g  in f lu x  o f  c o t to n s  rad ica l ly  
i m p r o v e d  h y g i e n e  a n d  c o m f o r t ,  
w h ile  te a  t r a n s f o r m e d  th e  cu s to m s  
a n d  d a i ly  c a l e n d a r  o f  t h e  p e o p le .  
A n d  i t  w a s  in  t h e  h u g e  f iv e - a c r e  
w a re h o u s e  c o m p l e x  a t  C u t l e r s ’ G a r 
d e n s  t h a t  th e s e  g o o d s  w e re  s to re d  
p r i o r  to  a u c t io n  a t  East I n d i a  H o u se .  
H e r e  o v e r  4 ,0 0 0  w o rk e rs  s o r te d  a n d  
g u a r d e d  th e  C o m p a n y ’s s to c k s  o f  
w o n d r o u s  I n d i a n  tex t i le s :  calicoes,  
m u s l in s  a n d  d u n g a r e e s ,  g in g h a m s ,

c h in t z e s  a n d  s e e r s u c k e r s ,  t a f fe ta s ,  
alliballies a n d  h u m  h u m s .  T oday ,  th e  
C o m p a n y ’s p a s t  a t  C u t l e r s ’ G a r d e n s  
is m a r k e d  w i th  c e r a m i c  t i le s  t h a t  
b e a r  a  r i n g  o f  w o rd s :  “ silks, sk ins ,  
tea ,  ivory, c a rp e t s ,  sp ices ,  f e a th e r s ,  
c o t to n s ” .

T h i s  lifestyle r e v o lu t io n  was n o t  
w i th o u t  o p p o s i t io n .  F o r  h u n d r e d s  o f  
years ,  I n d i a  h a d  b e e n  r e n o w n e d  as 
th e  w o rk s h o p  o f  th e  w o r ld ,  c o m b in 
in g  g r e a t  skill w i th  p h e n o m e n a l l y  
low l a b o u r  costs  in  te x t i le  p r o d u c 
t i o n .  As t h e  C o m p a n y ’s i m p o r t s  
grew , so local m a n u f a c tu r e r s  in E n g 
la n d  p a n ic k e d .  In  1699, th in g s  c a m e  
to  a  h e a d  a n d  L o n d o n ’s silk w e avers  
r io te d ,  s to r m i n g  East I n d i a  H o u s e  in 
p r o t e s t  a t  c h e a p  im p o r t s  f r o m  In d ia .  
I h e  fo l low ing  year, P a r l ia m e n t  p r o 
h ib i te d  th e  im p o r t  o f  all d y e d  a n d  
p r i n t e d  c lo th  f ro m  th e  East, a n  act to  
be  fo l low ed  tw en ty  y e a rs  la te r  b y  a  
c o m p le te  b a n  o n  th e  use  o r  w e a r in g  
o f  all p r i n t e d  calicoes in E n g la n d  —  
th e  first o f  m a n y  e ffo rts  to  p ro t e c t  
th e  E u r o p e a n  c lo th  i n d u s t r y  f r o m  
A s i a n  c o m p e t i t i o n .  A n d  i t  w a s  
b e h i n d  th e s e  p r o t e c t i o n i s t  b a r r i e r s  
t h a t  E n g l a n d ’s m e c h a n i z e d  te x t i l e  
i n d u s t ry  was to  g ro w  a n d  even tu a l ly  
c r u s h  I n d i a ’s h a n d l o o m  in du s try .

T h e  im a g e  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  as a 
p u r v e y o r  o f  lu x u r y  lifestyles c o n t in 
ues,  a n d  was g iven  f resh  im p e tu s  in  
1 9 9 9  w h e n  a n e w  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  
B r i t ish  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  f o u n d e d  th e  
E as t  I n d i a  C o m p a n y  pic. T h is  new  
C o m p a n y  hosts  a  ‘v i r tu a l  fac to ry ’ o n  
t h e  i n t e r n e t  o f f e r i n g  a r a n g e  o f  
g o o d s  s u c h  as g in  a n d  I n d i a  Pale  
Ale. F or  th e m ,  th e  use  o f  th e  C o m 
p a n y ’s n a m e  “gives c red ib il i ty  to  v i r 
t u a l l y  a n y  p r o d u c t  o r  s e r v i c e ” , 
c o m b i n i n g  “t h e  g r e a t  s t r e n g t h s  o f  
Brit ish  b r a n d s  —  t r a d i t io n ,  o ld - fa sh 
i o n e d  l u x u r y ,  i m p e c c a b l e  c lass  —  
w i th  t h e  g e n e r a l  a p p e a l  o f  e x o t i c  
c o u n t r i e s ,  s e a f a r i n g ,  t r a v e l  a n d  
a d v e n t u r e . ”

“ W h a t is  E n g la n d  no w ?  A  s in k  o f  
In d ia n  w ea lth , fi l le d  by nabobs”

-  Horace Walpole, 1770s

F O R  T H I R T Y  YEARS a f t e r  R o b e r t  
C live’s v ic tory  a t  Plassey, East I n d i a  
H o u s e  lay a t  th e  h e a r t  o f  b o th  th e  
e c o n o m y  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n a n c e  o f  
B r i ta in ,  a m o n s t r o u s  c o m b in a t io n  o f  
t r a d e r ,  b a n k e r ,  c o n q u e r o r  a n d  
p o w e r  b ro k e r .  It  was f r o m  h e r e  th a t  
t h e  tw e n ty - fo u r  D irec to rs  g u id e d  th e  
C o m p a n y ’s c o m m e rc ia l  a n d  in c re a s 
ingly  po li tical affairs , a lw ays w ith  an

e y e  to  th e  s h a r e  p r ice :  w h e n  Clive 
c a p t u r e d  t h e  F r e n c h  o u t p o s t  o f  
C h a n d e r n a g o r e  in B e n g a l  in  1757, 
s to c k s  r o s e  b y  12%. D is ta n c e  a n d  
p o o r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
m e a n t  t h a t  th e  L o n d o n  b o a r d  o ften  
h a d  l i t t l e  r e a l  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  
a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  
i m p e r i a l i s t s  s u c h  a s  C l i v e ,  w h o  
e x p lo i t e d  local r iva lr ies  to  take  c o n 
t ro l  in B e n g a l  a n d  K a rn a ta k a .

T h e  b o o ty  g a in e d  by th e  few sol
d ie r s  a n d  officials w h o  m a n a g e d  to 
s u r v i v e  t h e  w a r s ,  d i s e a s e  a n d  
d e b a u c h e r y  in  I n d i a  c re a te d  a new  
class o f ‘n a b o b s ’ (a c o r r u p t io n  o f  th e

H in d i  w o r d  naw ab). C live o b ta in e d  
a lm o s t  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a m ill ion  p o u n d s  
in  t h e  w a k e  o f  Plassey, a n d  to ld  a 
H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s  e n q u i r y  i n t o  
s u s p e c t e d  c o r r u p t i o n  t h a t  h e  w as 
“a s t o u n d e d ” a t  his o w n  m o d e r a t io n  
a t  n o t  t a k i n g  m o r e .  T h o m a s  P it t ,  
G o v e r n o r  o f  M a d r a s  e a r l i e r  in  th e  
cen tu ry ,  u s e d  his f o r tu n e  to  sus ta in  
t h e  po li tical c a re e r s  o f  his g r a n d s o n  
a n d  g r e a t - g r a n d s o n ,  b o th  o f  w h o m  
b e c a m e  P r im e  M in is te r  —  a n  e ig h 
t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  
K e n n e d y  c l a n .  T h e s e  ‘n a b o b s ’ 
i n s p i r e d  d e e p  b i t te rn e s s  a m o n g  a r is 
to c ra ts  a n g r y  a t  th e  w ay th ey  b o u g h t  
t h e i r  w ay  in to  h ig h  society: by th e  
1780s, a b o u t  a t e n t h  o f  th e  seats in 
P a r l i a m e n t  w e re  h e ld  by ‘n a b o b s ’. A 
few lo n e  voices —  s u c h  as th e  Q u a k 
e r  W il l iam  T u k e  —  also  p o in t e d  to  
t h e  h u m a n i t a r i a n  d i s a s te r  t h a t  th e  
C o m p a n y  h a d  w r o u g h t  in  Ind ia .

All th e s e  forces c o n v e rg e d  to  c r e 
a te  a  n e w  m o v e m e n t  to  r e g u la te  th e
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C o m p a n y ’s affairs . B u t  so p o w e r fu l  
was t h e  C o m p a n y ’s g r ip  o n  B rit ish  
po li t ics  th a t  a t t e m p t s  to  c o n t r o l  its 
a f f a i r s  c o u l d  b r i n g  d o w n  g o v e r n 
m e n ts .  In  th e  e a r ly  1780s, a  W h ig  
a l l ia n c e  o f  C h a r le s  J a m e s  F ox  a n d  
E d m u n d  B u rk e  s o u g h t  to  p lace  th e  
C o m p a n y ’s I n d i a n  p o s s e s s i o n s  
u n d e r  P a r l ia m e n ta ry  ru le .  B ut th e i r  
e f fo r ts  w e re  c r u s h e d  by a n  u n h o ly  
a l l i a n c e  o f  C r o w n  a n d  C o m p a n y .  
G e o rg e  I I I  h r s t  d ism isse d  th e  g o v 
e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e n  fo rced  a  g e n e ra l  
e le c t io n ,  w h ich  th e  C o m p a n y  f u n d 
e d  to  th e  hilt,  s e c u r in g  a c o m p l ia n t  
P a r l ia m e n t .

Yet th e  case  fo r  r e f o r m  was o v e r 
w h e lm in g ,  a n d  th e  n e w  P r im e  M in 
is ter ,  W i l l i a m  P it t  t h e  Y o u n g e r  —  
th a t  b en e f ic ia ry  o f  his  g r e a t - g r a n d 
f a t h e r ’s t im e  in  M a d r a s  —  p u s h e d  
t h r o u g h  th e  l a n d m a r k  In d ia  Act o f  
1 7 8 4 .  T h i s  t r a n s f e r r e d  e x e c u t i v e  
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  C o m p a n y ’s 
I n d ia n  affairs to  a  B o a r d  o f  C o n tro l ,  
a n s w e r a b l e  to  P a r l i a m e n t .  I n  t h e  
f in a l  s e v e n t y  y e a r s  o f  its life ,  t h e  
C o m p a n y  w o u ld  b e c o m e  less a n d  
le s s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  c o m m e r c i a l  
v e n t u r e  a n d  m o r e  a su b -c o n t ra c te d  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r  fo r  th e  B rit ish  sta te ,  a 
G e o rg ia n  e x a m p l e  o f  a ‘p u b l i c -p r i 
va te  p a r t n e r s h i p ’.

'’'’C allous, ra p a c io u s a n d  lu x u rio u s  
beyond conception'’’

-  Robert Clive, 1760s

F O R  C E N T U R I E S ,  T H E  C i ty  o f  
L o n d o n  h a s  r u l e d  i t s e l f  f r o m  th e  
f ine  m e d ie v a l  G u ildh a l l .  It  was h e r e  
in 1794 th a t  th e  M a y o r  o f  L o n d o n

m a d e  th e  G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l  o f  B e n 
gal, L o r d  C o rnw all is ,  a n  H o n o r a r y  
F r e e m a n  o f  th e  City, a w a r d in g  h im  a 
g o ld  m e d a l  in a g i ld e d  bo x .  C o r n 
wallis h a d  ce r ta in ly  e a r n e d  this p r iz e  
f r o m  B r i t a i n ’s m e r c h a n t  c lass.  H e  
h a d  d e f e a t e d  T i p u  S u l tan  o f  M ysore ,  
e x t r a c t i n g  an  e ig h t - f ig u re  i n d e m n i 
ty, a n d  h a d  just p u s h e d  th r o u g h  th e  
‘p e r m a n e n t  s e t t l e m e n t ’ in  B e n g a l ,  
s e c u r i n g  h e a l t h y  ta x  r e v e n u e s  fo r  
t h e  C o m p a n y ’s s h a r e h o ld e r s .  S e e k 
in g  to  in c re a se  th e  effic iency o f  tax  
co l lec t ion  in  t h e  C o m p a n y ’s la n d s ,  
C o rn w a ll i s  c u t  t h r o u g h  th e  c o m p le x  
p a t t e r n s  o f  m u t u a l  o b l ig a t io n  th a t  
e x is te d  in th e  c o u n t r y s id e  a n d  i n t r o 
d u c e d  a n  essen tia l ly  E n g lish  sys tem  
o f  l a n d  t e n u r e .  At th e  s t ro k e  o f  a  
p e n ,  t h e  z a m i n d a r s ,  a  class o f  ta x  
f a r m e r s  u n d e r  t h e  M u g h a l s ,  w e r e  
t r a n s f o r m e d  in to  l a n d lo rd s .  B e n g a l ’s 
20  m i l l i o n  s m a l l h o l d e r s  w e r e  
d e p r i v e d  o f  all h e r e d i t a r y  r i g h t s .  
200 y e a rs  o n ,  a n d  a f t e r  d e c a d e s  o f  
la n d  r e f o r m ,  th e  d e v a s t a t i n g  effects 
h a v e  still to  h e  r i g h te d  in B engal.

I'his ‘p e r m a n e n t  s e t t l e m e n t ’ was 
s im p ly  a  m o r e  s y s te m a t ic  f o r m  o f  
w h a t  h a d  g o n e  b e fo re .  J u s t  five years  
a f t e r  th e  C o m p a n y  s e c u r e d  c o n tro l  
o v e r  B e n g a l  in 1765, r e v e n u e s  f ro m  
t h e  l a n d  t a x  h a d  a l r e a d y  t r i p l e d ,  
b e g g a r i n g  th e  p e o p le .  T h e s e  c o n d i 
t ions  h e l p e d  to  t u r n  o n e  o f  B e n g a l ’s 
p e r i o d i c  d r o u g h t s  in  1 7 6 9  i n t o  a 
fu l l-b low n  fam in e .  T oday ,  th e  scale 
o f  th e  d is a s te r  inf l ic ted  o n  th e  p e o 
p le  o f  B e n g a l  is d ifficult to  c o m p r e 
h e n d .  A n  e s t i m a t e d  10 m i l l i o n  
p e o p le  —  o r  a th i r d  o f  th e  p o p u l a 
t io n  —  d i e d ,  t r a n s f o r m i n g  I n d i a ’s 
g r a n a r y  i n t o  a “ j u n g l e  i n h a b i t e d  
o n ly  by wild b ea s ts”. B u t  r a t h e r  t h a n  
o r g a n i z e  r e l ie f  e f fo r ts  to  m e e t  th e  
n e e d s  o f  th e  s ta rv in g ,  th e  C o m p a n y  
ac tua lly  in c r e a s e d  tax  co llec tion  d u r 
in g  th e  f am in e .  M an y  of its officials 
a n d  t r a d e r s  p r iv a te ly  e x p lo i te d  th e  
s i tua t ion :  g r a in  was se ized  by force  
f r o m  p e a s a n t s  a n d  so ld  at in f la ted  
p r ices  in th e  cities.

But e v e n  in g o o d  t im es  th e  C o m 
p a n y ’s e x a c t i o n s  p r o v e d  r u i n o u s .  
T h e  C o m p a n y  b e c a m e  f e a re d  fo r  its 
b ru t a l  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  its m o n o p o ly  
in te re s t s  —  p a r t ic u la r ly  in th e  tex t i le  
t r a d e .  S a v a g e  r e p r i s a l s  w o u l d  b e  
e x a c t e d  a g a in s t  a n y  w eav ers  f o u n d  
s e l l in g  c lo th  to  o t h e r  t r a d e r s ,  a n d  
th e  C o m p a n y  was in f a m o u s  fo r  c u t 
t i n g  o f f  t h e i r  t h u m b s  to  p r e v e n t  
t h e m  e v e r  w o r k in g  ag a in .  I n  r u r a l  
a re a s ,  a lm o s t  tw o - th i rd s  o f  a  p e a s 
a n t ’s in c o m e  w o u ld  b e  d e v o u r e d  by

l a n d  t a x  u n d e r  t h e  C o m p a n y  —  
c o m p a r e d  w ith  s o m e  4 0 %  u n d e r  th e  
M u g h a l s .  In  a d d i t io n ,  p u n i t iv e  ra te s  
o f  tax  w e re  lev ied  o n  essen tia ls  su ch  
as salt, c u t t in g  c o n s u m p t i o n  in B e n 
gal by half. T h e  h e a l th  im p a c ts  w e re  
c r u e l ,  i n c r e a s i n g  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  to  
h ea t  e x h a u s t io n  a n d  r e d u c i n g  res is 
t a n c e  to  c h o le r a  a n d  o t h e r  d iseases,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a m o n g s t  t h e  p o o r e s t  
sec t ions. As th e  C o m p a n y  fo rced  salt 
c o n s u m p t i o n  well b e lo w  th e  m i n i 
m u m  p r e s c r i b e d  f o r  p r i s o n e r s  in 
E ng lish  jails, th e  effect was to  t r e a t  
t h e  p e o p l e  as s u b - h u m a n ,  a  c lass  
b e lo w  th e  c r im in a l .  A n d  this fo r  a n  
in s t i tu t io n  t h a t  was s t a r t i n g  to  c la im  
in  th e  e a r ly  n in e t e e n th  c e n tu r y  th a t  
it r u l e d  fo r  th e  m o r a l  a n d  m a te r ia l  
b e t t e r m e n t  o f  In d ia .

“The m ost b en e ficen t [governm ent]  
ever known am ong m ankind"

-  John Stuart M ill ,  1850s

O N  T H E  O T H E R  side  o f  th e  r iv e r  
T h a m e s  f r o m  t h e  M i l l e n n i u m  
D o m e ,  th e  East I n d i a  D ocks s t a n d  
e m p t y  o f  s h ip p in g .  T h e  s t ree ts  o f  a 
n e a rb y  office c o m p le x  e c h o  its t r a d 
in g  p a s t :  C lo v e  C r e s c e n t ,  N u t m e g  
L a n e ,  S a ff ro n  A ven ue .  Built in 1806, 
th e  D ocks w e re  a w o n d e r  o f  th e  age. 
Yet, as is so o f ten  th e  case w ith  m o n 
u m e n t a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  th e  D o cks  
w e r e  b u i l t  j u s t  as t h e  C o m p a n y ’s 
c o m m e rc ia l  day s  w e re  c o in in g  to  a 
c lo se .  I ts  d u a l  r o l e  as t r a d e r  a n d  
g o v e r n o r  was v iew ed  as in c reas in g ly  
a n a c h ro n i s t ic  —  n o t  least by  th e  ris
in g  f r e e - t r a d e  lo b b y  w h o  d e s p i s e d  
th e  C o m p a n y ’s m e rc a n t i l i s t  h e g e m o 
ny. In  1813, e a g e r  to  sell th e i r  n o w  
c o m p e t i t i v e  c lo th ,  B r i t a i n ’s t e x t i l e  
m a n u f a c tu r e r s  fo r c e d  th e  e n d i n g  o f  
t h e  C o m p a n y ’s m o n o p o l y  o f  t r a d e  
with In d ia .  T h e  h a m m e r  b low  c a m e  
in 1834 with th e  final r e m o v a l  o f  all 
t r a d i n g  r ig h ts ,  a n d  th e  C o m p a n y ’s 
d o ck s  a n d  w a re h o u s e s  w e re  so ld  off.

T echn o log y ,  f ree  t r a d e  a n d  u ti li
ta r ia n  eth ics  n ow  c a m e  to g e t h e r  in a 
p o w e r f u l  p a c k a g e  to  u p l i f t  t h e  
d e g r a d e d  p e o p l e  o f  I n d i a .  T h i s  
E u r o p e a n  t r i u m p h a l i s m  w as c o d i 
f i e d  b y  t h e  f a t h e r  a n d  s o n  d u o ,  
J a m e s  a n d  J o h n  S t u a r t  Mill, w h o  
b o th  w o rk e d  at E ast  I n d i a  H o u s e  for  
t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e i r  c a r e e r s .  T o d a y  
k n o w n  fo r  h is  tw o  l i b e r a l  m a s t e r 
pieces,  On Liberty a n d  The Subjection 
o f  Women,  J o h n  S t u a r t  Mill s p e n t  
th i r t y - fo u r  y ea rs  in th e  C o m p a n y ’s 
service, e n d i n g  u p  as C h ie f  E x a m i n 
e r  a n d  d e f e n d i n g  its e x is ten c e  to  th e  
b i t t e r  e n d  as n e m e s is  a p p r o a c h e d .
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B u t  w h ile  th e  C o m p a n y  p r o m o t e d  a 
m iss ion  to  m a k e  I n d i a n s  “u se fu l  a n d  
h a p p y  sub jec ts” , th e  tw in  p il la rs  o f  
C o m p a n y  ru l e  r e m a i n e d  th e  sam e: 
m i l i ta ry  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  c o n q u e s t .  
By th e  1850s, jus t £ 1 5 ,0 0 0  was b e in g  
s p e n t  o n  n o n -E n g l i s h  scho o ls  c o m 
p a r e d  w ith  a m il i ta ry  b u d g e t  o f  £5 
mill ion.

T h e  t e l e g r a p h ,  s t e a m s h i p  a n d  
ra i lw ay  w e re  i n t r o d u c e d  —  a n d  now  
it was to  a cce le ra te  access o f  B rit ish  
g o o d s  to  I n d i a n  m a r k e t s  t h a t  was 
t h e  d r i v i n g  fo rc e .  T h e  r e m o v a l  o f  
th e  C o m p a n y ’s t r a d i n g  m o n o p o l y  
le d  to  a  r a p i d  in f lu x  o f  m i l l -m a d e  
c lo t h ,  s h a t t e r i n g  b o t h  t h e  v i l la g e  
e c o n o m y  b a s e d  o n  a n  in t e g r a t io n  o f  
a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  d o m e s t i c  s p in n in g ,  
a n d  th e  g r e a t  tex t i le  cap ita ls  o f  B e n 
gal. B e tw e e n  1814 a n d  1835, B rit ish  
co t to n  c lo th  e x p o r t e d  to  I n d i a  rose  
b y  f i f t y - o n e  t i m e s ,  w h i l e  i m p o r t s  
f r o m  I n d i a  fell to  a  q u a r te r .  D u r in g  
th e  s a m e  p e r io d ,  th e  p o p u la t i o n  o f  
D a c c a  s h r a n k  f r o m  1 5 0 , 0 0 0  to  
20 ,000 .  E v en  th e  G o v e rn o r -G e n e ra l ,  
W i l l i a m  B e n t i n c k ,  w a s  f o r c e d  to  
r e p o r t  t h a t  “ th e  m ise ry  h a rd ly  finds 
p a ra l le l  in  th e  h is to ry  o f  c o m m e rc e .  
T h e  b o n e s  o f  th e  co t to n -w e a v e rs  a re  
b le a c h in g  th e  p la in s  o f  I n d i a . ”

‘‘‘P lu n d er  w as th e  o rd er o f  th e  d a y ”
-  L . E.  Rees, 1 857

W ALK T O  T H E  F o re ig n  a n d  C o m 
m o n w e a l t h  O ffice  f r o m  St J a m e s ’s 
P a r k  a n d  y o u  will  g o  u p  ‘C l i v e ’s 
s t e p s ’, n a m e d  a f t e r  t h e  s t a t u e  o f  
R o b e r t  C live th a t  s t a n d s  o u ts id e  th e  
o ld  I n d i a  O ff ice  b u i l d in g s .  I t  was 
h e r e  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t r a n s 
f e r r e d  th e  a d m in i s t r a t io n  o f  In d i a  in 
th e  w ake  o f  th e  d is a s t ro u s  ‘m u t in y ’ 
o f  1 8 5 7 .  M a n y  e x p l a n a t i o n s  h a v e  
b e e n  g iven  fo r  this  u p r i s in g  aga in s t  
C o m p a n y  r u l e  in  n o r t h e r n  I n d i a ,  
b u t  th e  C o m p a n y ’s in c r e a s in g  racial 
a n d  a d m in is t r a t iv e  a r r o g a n c e  lay at 
th e  roo t .

T h e  s e e d s  o f  r a c i sm  h a d  always 
b e e n  t h e r e .  A n g l o - I n d i a n s  w e r e  
e x c l u d e d  f r o m  s e n i o r  p o s i t i o n s  in 
th e  C o m p a n y ;  n o n - E u r o p e a n  wives 
o f  th e  C o m p a n y  w e re  f o r b id d e n  to 
f o l l o w  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  b a c k  to  
B r i t a in .  T h i s  s l id e  in to  s e p a r a t i s m  
a lso  a f f e c te d  t h e  C o m p a n y ’s r e l a 
t i o n s  w i th  its I n d i a n  s o ld ie r s ,  th e  
sepoys. O n e  by  o n e  ties b e tw e e n  th e  
a r m y  a n d  loca l c o m m u n i t i e s  w e re  
cu t :  H i n d u  a n d  M u s l im  h o ly  m e n  
w e re  b a r r e d  f ro m  b le s s in g  th e  sep oy  
r e g im e n ta l  co lou rs ,  a n d  t r o o p s  w e re  
s to p p e d  f r o m  p a r t i c ip a t i n g  in festi

val p a ra d e s .  As m iss io n a ry  p r e s e n c e  
grew , fears  m o u n t e d  th a t  th e  C o m 
p a n y  was p l a n n i n g  fo rc ib le  c o n v e r 
s ion  to  C hris t ian ity .

All th e se  s le igh ts  a n d  a p p r e h e n 
sions c a m e  to  a h e a d  w h e n  sep o ys  in 
n o r t h e r n  I n d i a  re je c te d  a n ew  typ e  
o f  r ifle  c a r t r i d g e  sa id  to  b e  g re a s e d  
w i t h  c o w  a n d / o r  p i g  f a t .  W h a t  
t u r n e d  a  m u t i n y  in t o  a r e b e l l i o n ,  
h o w e v e r ,  w as t h e  C o m p a n y ’s c rass  
b e h a v i o u r  t o w a r d s  loca l  r u l e r s  in  
O u d h ,  C a w n p o r e  a n d  J h a n s i ,  w h o  
all t u r n e d  a g a in s t  th e  C o m p a n y  as 
t h e  so ld ie rs  ro se .  Symbolica l ly ,  th e  
f irst act o f  th e  m u t in e e r s  a t  M e e r u t  
was to  m a r c h  th e  th i r ty -s ix  m iles  to  
D elh i to  c la im  th e  p u p p e t  E m p e r o r  
B a h a d u r  S h a h  as th e i r  leader.

T h e  w a r  l a s t e d  f o r  a l m o s t  tw o  
y e a r s ,  a n d  w a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  
e x t r e m e  s a v a g e r y  o n  b o t h  s id e s .  
T h e  r e c o n q u e s t  o f  D e l h i  b y  t h e  
C o m p a n y ’s t r o o p s  was fo l low ed  by 
sys tem atic  sack ing ,  a n d  th e  su rv iv in g  
i n h a b i t a n t s  w e r e  t u r n e d  o u t  o f  its 
g a tes  to  s tarve .  B a h a d u r ’s tw o sons  
a n d  g r a n d s o n  w e re  t h e n  k i l led  in 
cold  b lo o d ,  a n d  th e  o ld  M u g h a l  was 
s t r ip p e d  o f  his p o w e rs  a n d  sen t  in to  
ex ile  in R a n g o o n .  Yet th e  C o m p a n y  
th a t  h a d  g ro w n  in a  sym bio t ic  r e l a 
t i o n s h i p  w i th  t h e  M u g h a l  E m p i r e  
c o u ld  n o t  lo n g  su rv iv e  its pa ss in g .  
T h e  u p r i s i n g  i t s e l f  a n d  t h e  m a s 
sacres o f  E u r o p e a n s  h a d  g e n e r a t e d  a 
fe roc iou s  b lo o d lu s t  in  B rit ish  society, 
a n d  th e  a n o m a lo u s  C o m p a n y  w as a n  
easy  s c a p e g o a t  fo r  th e  n a t i o n ’s fury. 
O n  1st N o v e m b e r  1858, a  p r o c l a m a 
t io n  w as r e a d  f r o m  e v e ry  m i l i ta r y  
c a n to n m e n t  in  In d ia :  th e  East I n d i a  
C o m p a n y  was a b o l i sh e d  a n d  d i r e c t  
r u l e  by  q u e e n  a n d  P a r l i a m e n t  was 
i n t r o d u c e d .  F i r e w o r k  d i s p la y s  fo l
low ed  th e  p ro c la m a t io n .

T h e  C o m p a n y ’s legacy  was q u ic k 
ly e r a s e d .  E a s t  I n d i a  H o u s e  w as  
d e m o l i s h e d  in  1861. I n d i a  w as n o  
l o n g e r  r u l e d  f r o m  a C i ty  b o a r d 
r o o m ,  b u t  f r o m  t h e  i m p e r i a l  e l e 
g a n c e  o f  W h iteha l l .  Today , rel ics o f  
C o m p a n y  ru l e  c an  still b e  f o u n d  in 
t h e  m o d e r n  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  t h a t  
o ccup ie s  th e  site. S ta tu e s  o f  C o m p a 
n y  o f f i c i a l s ,  s u c h  a s  E y r e  C o o t e  
d re s s e d  as a R o m a n  g e n e ra l ,  s t a n d  
m u t e  b y  a  d o o r w a y .  S p i r i d i o n e  
R o m a ’s g r a n d  m u r a l ,  T h e  E a s t  
O f f e r i n g  i ts  R ic h e s  to  B r i t a n n i a ,  
b r ig h te n s  a n  o th e rw ise  d u l l  stairwell.  
O r i g i n a l l y  c o m m i s s i o n e d  b y  t h e  
C o m p a n y  to  d e c o ra t e  th e  ce i l ing  o f  
t h e  R e v e n u e  R o o m  a t  E a s t  I n d i a  
H o u s e ,  th e  p a in t in g  is a n  o d d  m ix 

tu r e  o f  th e  classical a n d  th e  exotic ,  
th e  na t io na l is t ic  a n d  th e  co m m erc ia l .

“ T h o u g h  th e  w o u n d  is  h id d e n , th e  
blood does n o t cease to  f lo w ”

-  M in a  Ghalib, 1860s

MANY IN STITUTIO NS HAVE justifi
ably  d i s a p p e a r e d  in to  th e  a n o n y m i ty  
o f  h i s to r y .  B u t  in  a c o u n t r y  l ike  
B r i t a in  t h a t  is so d r e n c h e d  in  th e  
c u l t u r e  o f  h e r i ta g e ,  th e  pu b lic  invisi
bility o f  th e  E as t  In d ia  C o m p a n y  is 
s u s p ic io u s .  P e r h a p s  a  s in g le  H in d i  
w o rd  can  n o w  h e lp  to  e x p la in  this 
se lec t ive  m e m o ry ,  th is  v e ry  B ri t ish  
r e t i c e n c e :  loot. M a n y  w o u ld  a r g u e  
t h a t  t h e  C o m p a n y  w as  n o  w o r s e  
t h a n  o t h e r  c o n q u e r o r s  a n d  ru le r s  o f  
I n d i a .  W h a t  s e t s  t h e  C o m p a n y  
a p a r t ,  h o w ev er ,  was th e  rem o rse le ss  
logic o f  its e t e r n a l  s e a rc h  for  p ro f it ,  
w h e t h e r  t h r o u g h  t r a d e ,  t h r o u g h  
ta x a t io n  o r  t h r o u g h  war. T h e  C o m 
p a n y  was n o t  j u s t  a n y  o t h e r  ru ler .  As 
a  c o m m e rc ia l  v e n tu r e ,  it c o u ld  n o t  
a n d  d id  n o t  sh o w  p ity  d u r i n g  th e  
B e n g a l  fa m in e  o f  1 7 6 9 -1 7 7 0 .  S h a r e 
h o l d e r  in te re s t s  c a m e  f irs t w h e n  it 
d isp o sse s sed  B e n g a l ’s p e a s a n t ry  with 
its ‘p e r m a n e n t  s e t t l e m e n t ’ o f  1794. 
A n d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  la i s sez - fa i re  
e n s u r e d  th a t  its G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l  
w o u l d  n o t e  t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n  o f  
I n d i a ’s w eav e rs  in  th e  face o f  B rit ish  
i m p o r t s ,  a n d  t h e n  d o  a b s o l u t e l y  
n o th in g .

O n e  o f  th e  m jk s  o f  h is to ry  is to  
r e s c u e  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  t h o s e  cas t  
a s ide  b y  th e  p o w e r fu l ,  to  seek  ju s t ic e  
across  th e  c e n tu r ie s .  T h e  East I n d i a  
C o m p a n y ’s e s c a p e  f r o m  r e c k o n i n g  
e n a b le s  th e  p e o p le  o f  B r i ta in  to  pass 
o v e r  th e  so u rc e  o f  m u c h  o f  th e i r  c u r 
r e n t  a f f l u e n c e  a n d  a l lo w s  I n d i a ’s 
c o n t i n u in g  p o v e r ty  to  b e  v iew ed  as a 
p r o d u c t  o f  its c u l t u r e  a n d  c lim ate ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  as s o m e th i n g  m a n u f a c 
t u r e d  in  p u r s u i t  o f  e x t e r n a l  profit .  
A lm os t  150 y ea rs  a f te r  th e  C o m p a 
n y ’s d em ise ,  B r i ta in  has  yet  to  re c k 
o n  w i t h  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  
c o n s e q u e n c e s  t h a t  still e c h o  to  this  
day. F o r  in  t h e  w o rd s  o f  th e  U r d u  
p o e t  G h a l i b ,  w h o  saw  h is  c i ty  o f  
D e lh i  la id  w as te  in  1857 ,  “t h o u g h  
th e  w o u n d  is h id d e n ,  th e  b lo o d  d oes  
n o t  cease  to  flow.” •

Nick Robins works on socially responsible 
investment and is an associate editor o f 
Resurgence. H e is planning a ceremony of 
remembrance dedicated to the Company’s 
victims in  summer 2 0 0 2 . Please contact 
him at 2 7  Albert Grove, London S W 20  
8 P Z  fo r  further details.
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JU S T  SO  M U C H  
A N D  N O  M O R E

D O N E L L A  M E A D O W S

L et us re jo ice  in  th e  log ic  o f  th e  
E a r t h ’s eco n o m y .

Yucca plant, New Mexico White Sands National Monument
PH O TO G R A PH : J O H N  K IEFFER/STILL PICTU RES

T H E  F I R S T  c o m 
m a n d m e n t  o f  e c o 
n o m i c s  is :  G r o w .

G ro w  forever.  Corn- 
p a n i e s  m u s t  g e t  b i g g e r .  
N a t io n a l  e c o n o m ie s  n e e d  to  
swell by a  c e r t a in  p e r c e n t a g e  
ea ch  year. P eop le  s h o u ld  w a n t  
m o r e ,  m a k e  m o r e ,  e a r n  
m o r e ,  s p e n d  m o r e  —  e v e r  
m o re .

T h e  firs t c o m m a n d m e n t  o f  
th e  E a r th  is: E n o u g h .  J u s t  so 
m u c h  a n d  n o  m o r e .  J u s t  so 
m u c h  s o i l .  J u s t  s o  m u c h  
water.  J u s t  so m u c h  su n s h in e .  
E v e ry th in g  b o r n  o f  th e  E a r th  
g ro w s  to  its a p p r o p r i a t e  size 
a n d  t h e n  s to p s .  T h e  p l a n e t  
d o e s  n o t  g e t  b ig g e r ,  it g e ts  
b e t t e r .  I t s  c r e a t u r e s  l e a r n ,  
m a t u r e ,  diversify, evo lve , c r e 
a te  a m a z in g  b e a u ty  a n d  n o v 
elty a n d  com plex ity ,  b u t  live 
w i th in  ab so lu te  limits .

E c o n o m ic s  says: C o m p e te .
O n l y  b y  p i t t i n g  y o u r s e l f  
a g a i n s t  a  w o r t h y  o p p o n e n t  
will y o u  p e r f o r m  eff ic iently .
T h e  r e w a r d  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  
c o m p e t i t io n  will be  g ro w th .

T h e  E a r th  says: C o m p e te ,  
yes, b u t  k e e p  y o u r  c o m p e t i 
t ion  in  b o u n d s .  D o n ’t a n n ih i 
l a t e .  T a k e  o n l y  w h a t  y o u  
n e e d .  L e a v e  y o u r  c o m p e t i t o r  
e n o u g h  to  live. W h e r e v e r  poss ib le ,  
d o n ’t c o m p e te ,  c o -o p e ra te .  Poll ina te  
e a c h  o th e r ,  c r e a t e  s h e l t e r  fo r  e a ch  
o th e r ,  b u i ld  f i rm  s t ru c tu r e s  th a t  lift 
sm a l le r  species  u p  to  th e  light.  Pass 
a r o u n d  th e  n u t r i e n t s ,  s h a r e  th e  t e r 
ri tory. S o m e  k in d s  o f  ex ce l len ce  rise 
o u t  o f  c o m p e t i t io n ;  o t h e r  k ind s  rise 
o u t  o f  c o -o p e ra t io n .  Y ou’r e  n o t  in  a  
w ar;  y o u ’r e  in  a  c o m m u n ity .

E c o n o m ic s  says: U se  it u p  fast. 
D o n ’t b o t h e r  w ith  r e p a i r ;  th e  s o o n e r  
s o m e t h i n g  w e a r s  o u t ,  t h e  s o o n e r  
y o u ’ll b u y  a n o th e r .  T h a t  m a k e s  th e  
g ro s s  n a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t  g o  r o u n d .  
T h r o w  t h i n g s  o u t  w h e n  y o u  g e t  
t i r e d  o f  t h e m .  T h r o w  t h e m  to  a 
p l a c e  w h e r e  th e y  b e c o m e  u se le ss .  
G ra b  m a te r ia ls  a n d  e n e rg y  to  m a k e  
m o r e .  S h a v e  th e  fores ts  every  th i r ty  
years .  G et th e  oil o u t  o f  th e  g r o u n d  
a n d  b u r n  it now. M ak e  jo b s  so p e o 
p le  c a n  e a r n  m o n ey ,  so th e y  can  b u y  
m o r e  s tu f f  a n d  th r o w  it ou t.

T h e  E a r t h  s a y s :  W h a t ’ s t h e  
h u r r y ?  T a k e  y o u r  t i m e  b u i l d i n g  
soils, forests ,  co ra l  reefs ,  m o u n ta in s .  
T a k e  c e n tu r ie s  o r  m i l len n ia .  W h e n

an y  p a r t  w ea rs  o u t ,  d o n ' t  d is c a rd  it: 
t u r n  it in to  foo d  fo r  s o m e th i n g  else. 
II it takes  h u n d r e d s  o f  y ea rs  to  g row  
a fo r e s t ,  m i l l io n s  o f  y e a r s  to  c o m 
p r e s s  oil ,  m a y b e  t h a t ’s th e  r a t e  at 
w h ic h  th e y  o u g h t  to b e  u sed .

E c o n o m ic s  d is c o u n ts  th e  f u tu r e .  
T e n  y e a r s  f r o m  n o w ,  $ 2  w ill  b e  
w o r th  $1. You c o u ld  invest th a t  d o l 
la r  a t  seven  p e r  c en t  a n d  d o u b le  it in 
t e n  yea rs .  So a  r e s o u r c e  t e n  y ea rs  
f ro m  n o w  is w o r th  o n ly  h a l f  w h a t  it's 
w o r th  now. T ak e  it now. T u r n  it in to  
d o lla rs .

T h e  E a r th  says: N o n sen se .  T h o s e  
in ves ted  d o lla rs  g ro w  in v a lue  on ly  if 
s o m e th in g  w o r th  b u y in g  grow s,  too. 
T h e  E a r th  a n d  its t r e a s u re s  will n o t  
d o u b le  in t e n  years .  W h a t  will yo u  
s p e n d  y o u r  d o u b l e d  d o l l a r s  o n  if 
th e r e  is less soil, d i r t i e r  w ater,  few er 
c r e a t u r e s ,  less b e a u ty ?  T h e  E a r t h ’s 
ru le  is: Give to  th e  fu tu re .  L ay  u p  a 
f r a c t io n  o f  a n  in c h  o f  top so il  e ac h  
year.  G ive  y o u r  all to  n u r t u r e  th e  
y o u n g .  N e v e r  tak e  m o r e  in y o u r  g e n 
e r a t i o n  t h a n  y o u  g ive  b a c k  to  th e  
n ex t .

T h e  e c o n o m i c  r u l e  is: D o 
w h a t e v e r  m a k e s  s e n s e  in  
m o n e t a r y  te rm s .

T h e  E a r t h  says: M o n e y  
m e a s u r e s  n o t h i n g  m o r e  
t h a n  th e  re la t iv e  p o w e r  o f  
s o m e  h u m a n s  o v e r  o t h e r  
h u m a n s ,  a n d  th a t  p o w e r  is 
p u n y  c o m p a r e d  w i th  t h e  
p o w e r  o f  t h e  c l i m a t e ,  t h e  
ocean s ,  th e  u n c o u n t e d  m u l 
t i tu d e s  o f  o n e -c e l le d  o rg a n -  
i s m  s t h a t  c r e a t e d  t h e  
a t m o s p h e r e ,  t h a t  r e c y c l e  
th e  w aste ,  t h a t  h a v e  las ted  
fo r  3 b il l ion  years .  T h e  fact 
th a t  th e  eco n o m y ,  w h ich  has  
l a s t e d  m a y b e  200  y e a r s ,  
p u t s  z e r o  v a l u e  o n  t h e s e  
th in g s  m e a n s  on ly  th a t  th e  
e c o n o m y  k n o w s  n o t h i n g  
a b o u t  v a l u e  —  o r  a b o u t  
lasting.

E c o n o m ic s  says: W orry ,  
s t r u g g l e ,  b e  d i s s a t i s f i e d .  
T h e  p e r m a n e n t  c o n d i t i o n  
o f  h u m a n k i n d  is sca rc i ty .  
T h e  on ly  way o u t  o f  scarcity  
is to  a c c u m u la te  a n d  h o a r d ,  
t h o u g h  th a t  m e a n s ,  r e g r e t 
tably, t h a t  o th e r s  will h a v e  
less. T o o  b a d ,  b u t  t h e r e  is 
n o t  e n o u g h  to  go  a r o u n d .

T h e  E a r th  says: Rejoice! 
You h av e  b e e n  b o r n  in to  a 
w o r l d  o f  s e l f - m a i n t a i n i n g  

a b u n d a n c e  a n d  i n c r e d i b l e  b e a u ty .  
Feel it, tas te  it, b e  a m a z e d  by it. I f  
y o u  s to p  y o u r  s t ru g g le  a n d  lift y o u r  
e y e s  l o n g  e n o u g h  t o  s e e  E a r t h ’s 
w o n d e r s ,  to  p lay  a n d  d a n c e  w ith  th e  
g lo r ie s  a r o u n d  yo u ,  y o u  will d isco ver  
w h a t  y o u  re a l ly  n e e d .  It i sn ’t th a t  
m u c h .  T h e r e  is e n o u g h .  As lo n g  as 
y o u  c o n t ro l  y o u r  n u m b e r s ,  t h e r e  will 
b e  e n o u g h  fo r  e v e ry o n e  a n d  fo r  as 
l o n g  as yo u  can  im ag in e .

W e d o n ’t g e t  to  c h o o s e  w h ic h  
laws, th o se  o f  th e  e c o n o m y  o r  th o se  
o f  th e  E a r th ,  will u l t im a te ly  prevai l .  
W e c an  ch o o se  w h ich  o n e s  w e will 
p e rso na l ly  live u n d e r  —  a n d  w h e th e r  
to  m a k e  o u r  e c o n o m ic  laws co ns is t
en t w ith  p la n e t a ry  o n e s ,  o r  to  f ind  
o u t  w hat h a p p e n s  i f  w e d o n ’t. •

P u b lish e d  w ith  p e rm iss io n  from  T h e  
S u sta in ab ility  In s titu te , P O  B ox 342, 
H a r tla n d , V T 05048, USA. 
< w w w .su sta in ab ility in s titu te .o rg >

Donella Meadows, who wrote and worked 
tirelessly on behalf o f the Earth, died sud
denly o f m eningitis on 2 0t h February  
2001. This is her last column.
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Lazy Sunday afternoon, Regent’s Park, London PH O T O G R A PH : M IC H A EL DENT/IM PAC'I

I AM LOATH to  u se  th e  p h ra s e  
global cap ita l ism . C ap i ta l i sm  it 
is fo r  su re ,  b u t  n o t  th e  ca p i ta l 
ism o f  o ld .  It is s o m e th i n g  m o r e  

v i ru le n t :  th e  g ro ss  a b u s e  o f  p o w e r  by 
th e  r ich  a n d  th e  d o m i n a n t .  A n d  it’s 
a n  a b u se  o f  p o w e r  by, on  th e  w hole , 
o n e  se c to r  o f  cap ita l ,  f in an ce  capita l.

I rece n t ly  c a m e  across  a  statistic 
th a t  su m s  it all u p  fo r  m e .  In  1970 
90%  o f  all i n t e r n a t io n a l  t r a n sa c t io n s  
w e r e  t r a d e  t r a n s a c t io n s ,  a n d  o n ly  
10%  w e r e  f i n a n c i a l .  By t h e  y e a r  
2000 , d e s p i t e  a  massive increase in  
t r a d e ,  th e  s i tu a t io n  h a d  b e e n  c o m 
p le te ly  re v e r se d .  90%  o f  all i n t e r n a 
tional t r a n sa c t io n s  a r e  f inanc ia l ,  a n d  
o n ly  10% a r e  t r a d i n g  t r an sac t ion s .

I w atch  m y f r ie n d s  in  th e  NGOs 
p r o t e s t i n g  o u ts id e  th e  W o r ld  T ra d e  
O rg a n iz a t io n ,  M c D o n a ld ’s, N ik e  o r  
M o n s a n to ,  a n d  I w o n d e r ,  p ro v o c a 
tively, w hy  th e y  b o th e r .  T h e r e ’s an  
aw ful lot w r o n g  w ith  th e se  c o m p a 
n ie s ,  a n d  th e y  d o  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  
h a r m .  B u t  th ey  c o n s t i tu te  o n ly  10% 
o f  t h e  g l o b a l  e c o n o m y .  T h i s ,  
w h e t h e r  we like it o r  n o t ,  is p r o d u c 
tive activity. B u t  th e  b ig g es t  c o m p a -

S A C R E D  
S U N D A Y

A N N  P E T T I F O R  

W e n e e d  to  re in s ta te  th e  
c o n c e p t  o f  ju b i le e  an d  

resanctify  Sunday.

n ies  in  th e  w o rld ,  th e  b a n k s ,  d o n ’t 
p r o d u c e  a n y th i n g .  T h e y ’r e  la rg e ly  
e n g a g e d  in  u n p r o d u c t i v e  ac tiv ity .  
A n d  th ey  a r e  h o ld in g  th e  o w n e r s  o f  
in d u s tr i a l  c ap i ta l  to  r a n s o m .  N o w a 
days  all m a n a g e m e n t  ca re s  a b o u t  is 
its s h a r e h o ld e r s  a n d  inves to rs .  T h e  
v ie w s  o f  t h e s e  g r o u p s  m a t t e r  f a r  
m o r e  t h a n  th e  views o f  c o n s u m e rs ,  
su p p l ie r s  o r  e m p lo y e e s .  So f in ance  
c a p i t a l  is d o m i n a n t  in  t h e  g lo b a l  
e c o n o m y  a n d  is ca ll ing  th e  sho ts .  Yet 
we d o n ’t f ind  d e m o n s t r a t o r s  o u ts id e

t h e  L o n d o n  S to c k  E x c h a n g e ,  th e  
b o n d  m a r k e t s ,  o r  C i t i b a n k ,  I n g s  
B a n k  a n d J . P .  M o r g a n ’s!

T h e s e  b a n k e rs ,  inves to rs ,  sp e c u la 
to rs  a n d  b o n d - h o l d e r s  g ro w  m o n e y  
f r o m  m o n e y ,  a n d  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  
involve  d ig g in g  th e  soil, w a it in g  for  
r a in ,  m a n u a l  lab ou r ,  sw ea t o r  tears .  
M ost o f  this  m o n e y  takes  th e  fo r m  o f  
h i g h l y  v o la t i l e  s to c k s  a n d  b o n d s ,  
in v e s tm e n t  a n d  s h o r t - t e r m  loans.

T h e s e  c h a n g e s  to  th e  g lobal e c o n 
o m y  —  t h e  s h i f t  f r o m  t h e  d o m i 
n a n c e  o f  in d u s t r i a l  cap i ta l  to  f in an ce  
cap i ta l  —  d id  n o t  c o m e  a b o u t  ‘n a t u 
ra l ly ’ o r  sp o n tan eo u s ly .  T h e y  a r e  th e  
r e s u l t  o f  d e l i b e r a t e  p o l ic y -m a k in g  —  
d r iv e n ,  first, by th e  City  o f  L o n d o n  
a n d  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t ;  a n d  
l a te r  by  Wall S t r e e t  a n d  th e  US go v 
e r n m e n t .  B o th  g o v e r n m e n t s  u se  th e  
I n t e r n a t io n a l  M o n e ta ry  F u n d  (IMP) 
as a n  a g e n t  fo r  im p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  
d e f l a t io n a ry  polic ies ,  w h o se  u l t im a te  
p u r p o s e  is n o t ,  as th e y  h a v e  recen t ly  
ta k e n  to  ins is t ing ,  to  r e d u c e  poverty , 
b u t  to  p ro te c t  th e  v a lu e  o f  c r e d i to r  
assets.

In  th e  1920s s im ila r  d e f la t io n a ry
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e c o n o m ic  polic ies w ere  a p p lie d  to 
ju s tify  th e  d ism issa l o f  p u b lic  s e r 
v a n ts ,  to  s u p p r e s s  w ag es a n d  to  
m a in ta in  u n em p lo y m en t. T h e  most 
im p o r ta n t o f  these  policies was th e  
stab iliza tion  o f  cu rren c ies , fixed in 
te rm s o f  gold , to g u a ra n te e  deb t se r
vice to  fo re ign  b o n d h o ld e rs . M uch 
th e  sam e h ap p e n s  today. In s tea d  o f  
th e  g o ld  s ta n d a rd  we have ‘do lla riza
tio n ’. C u rren c ies  a re  once again  sta
bilized to  g u a ra n te e  deb t service to 
fo re ig n  b o n d h o ld e rs  an d  o th e r  c re d 
itors. T h e  IMF, ag en t o f  all in te rn a 
tiona l c re d ito rs  public an d  p riva te , 
in te rv en es  in th e  m ark e t an d  im pos
es a n d  en co u rag es a ra n g e  o f  po li
c i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  d o l l a r i z a t i o n ,  
c u rren c y  b o ard s an d  fixed exchange  
r a t e s ,  w h o s e  r e a l  p u r p o s e  is to  
d e fe n d  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  asse ts  o f  
in te rn a tio n a l c red ito rs  an d  lenders.

C e n tr a l  to  o u r  p la n n e d  g lo b a l 
econom y d o m in a te d  by finance cap 
ita l, is th e  p o w erfu l lever o f  d eb t. 
D ebt acts as th e  key m echanism  for 
th e  tra n sfe r  o f  w ealth  from  weak to 
s tro n g ; from  d e b to r  nations to  in te r
n a t io n a l c re d ito rs ; fro m  ta x p ay e rs  
a n d  wage ea rn e rs  to th e  h o ld ers  o f  
p a p e r  c la im s; fro m  p ro d u c tiv e  to  
financial activity. W ithou t th e  lever
a g e  o f  d e b t ,  IMF p o l ic y - m a k e r s  
w ould  n o t be able to  im pose policy 
c h a n g e s  n ecessa ry  to  e n s u re  such  
transfe rs.

Now how d id  this tran sfo rm atio n  
o f  o u r  global econom y com e about? 
O u r  econom ies an d  societies had  to 
be  tra n s fo rm e d  — they  h a d  to  be 
re o r ie n te d  tow ards th e  in te rests  o f  
finance cap ita l an d  away, in a sense, 
from  th e  in te rests  o f  industria l cap i
tal. For ‘globalization’ to succeed, the  
in te re s ts  o f  sh a re h o ld e rs  an d  th e ir  
acco u n tan ts  h ad  to take p reced en ce  
ov er th e  in te rests  o f  p ro d u ce rs  an d  
consum ers. T h e  in terests o f  m oney  
h a d  to  ta k e  p re c e d e n c e  o v e r  th e  
in te rests  o f  peop le. Any restra in ts  on 
th e  grow th  o f  capital, on c o n su m p 
tio n  o r  on  p ro fit- tak in g  h ad  to he 
rem oved .

T h e  tran sfo rm atio n  was p la n n ed , 
a n d  s y s te m a tic a lly  im p le m e n te d  
th ro u g h  the  d e-regu la tion  o f  in te r 
national capital flows.

I am  conv inced  th a t on e  o f  th e  
m ost im p o r ta n t o f  these  re s tra in ts , 
o r  fo rm s o f  reg u la tio n , was so m e
th in g  we call Sunday. C en tra l to  the  
process o f  tran sfo rm in g  o u r  societies 
a n d  econom ies away from  a people- 
c e n t r e d  a p p ro a c h  a n d  to w a rd s  a 
m o n e y -c e n tre d  a p p ro a c h , was th e

defea t o f  the  concep t o f  Sunday.
S un d ay  was, a n d  still is in  som e 

societies, a fo rm  o f  reg u la tio n . For 
m o re  th a n  2,000 years, Jew ish  a n d  
th e n  C h r is t ia n  c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  
societies w ere  ob liged , on  th e  sev
e n th  d ay  o f  each  w eek, to  re f ra in  
from  ex p lo itin g  th e  land ; to  re fra in  
from  ex p lo itin g  each  o th e r; to  cease 
co n su m er spend ing . S unday  lim ited 
ex p lo ita tio n . O f  p eo p le  a n d  o f  th e  
la n d ; it was e n v iro n m e n ta lly  a n d  
socially so u n d . It also lim ited  co n 
sum ption .

A fter th o u san d s o f  years o f  re g u 
la t in g  o u r  c o n s u m p tio n  a n d  o u r  
social a n d  eco n o m ic  re la tio n sh ip s , 
th e  p rincip les a n d  th e  ethics th a t lay 
b e h in d  the  concep t o f  S unday  have 
b een  des troyed . T h ey  h ad  to  be, to 
m ake way fo r a new  set o f  ethics —  
w hich places m oney, no t p eop le  an d  
th e  e n v iro n m e n t, a t th e  c e n tre  o f  
o u r  un iverse. Today th e  co n cep t o f  
S unday  as a day free  from  ex p lo ita 
tion  an d  co n su m p tio n  is no  lo n g e r 
cen tra l to o u r  society o r  to  o u r  eco n 
omy. In its place we have th e  24/7 
p h e n o m e n o n  —  c o n s u m p tio n  24 
h o u rs  a day, 7 days a w eek, 365 days 
a year.

I am  cam paign ing  fo r th e  tra n s 
fo rm ation  o f  o u r  econom y —  back 
to  th e  days w hen  h u m a n  righ ts took 
p r e c e d e n c e  o v e r  m o n e y  r ig h ts .  I 
w a n t m o n e y  p u t  b ac k  in its b o x , 
w h ich  m e an s  th a t we n e e d  to  r e 
in tro d u c e  th e  types o f  reg u la tio n  o f  
w hich S unday  was one, but sym boli
cally an d  practically, a very im p o r
ta n t elem ent.

T h e  n eed  for d iscip line an d  re g u 
lation is why I consider th e  jubilee 
concep t to  be so fu n d am e n ta l an d  so 
re lev an t to  th e  global econom y. T h e  
co n cep t th a t periodically, once every 
seven tim es seven  years, society is 
a u to m a t ic a l ly  o b l ig e d  to  c o r r e c t  
m balance, to  en d  injustice, to  cancel 

deb ts a n d  to  sta rt again  — this too  is 
a form  o f  regu la tion , a form  o f  disci
p l i n e  —  o n  b o th  l e n d e r s  a n d  
deb to rs.

I a m  c o n v in c e d  th a t  w e n e e d  
once again  to reo rien t o u r  societies 
a n d  e c o n o m ie s  —  aw ay fro m  th e  
w o rsh ip  o f  th e  g o d  o f  m oney  an d  
tow ards h u m a n  rights. We n eed  to 
r e - in t r o d u c e  fo rm s  o f  r e g u la t io n  
th a t  d is c ip lin e  c a p ita l,  a n d  p la ce  
h u m a n  righ ts, n o t m oney  righ ts, at 
the  ce n tre  o f  h u m a n  affairs.

1 am  afra id  th e re  a re  not m any in 
o u r  society today  w ho can u n d e r ta k e  
th is task o f  tran sfo rm a tio n . M oney

has infiltrated  alm ost all ou r institu
tio n s . T h e  m e d ia  to d a y  w rite  fo r 
m oney an d  a b o u t m oney. Very few 
new spapers are  willing to take up  the 
cause o f the poor. T hey are the re  for 
the ir shareholders, the m oneyed class
es, not for the ir customers.

P olitical p a r tie s , reg re tta b ly , no 
lo n g e r care  ab o u t o r  talk ab o u t the  
poor. T h ey  too  have p laced  m oney, 
a n d  th e  m a k in g  o f  m oney , at th e  
c e n tre  o f  th e ir  concerns an d  policy
m ak in g . T h e y  w ork  fo r  th e ir  rich  
d o n o rs  an d  fo r th e  financial in stitu 
tions in th e  City o f  L o n d o n  an d  else
w h e r e  t h a t  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  to  
d isc ip line politicians if they d o  not 
do  th e ir  b idd ing .

A lm ost all o f  o u r  social in s t i tu 
t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  c o r r u p t e d  by 
m o n e y . T o d a y  p e o p le  m a r r y  fo r  
m oney  —  a n d  no t in th e  o ld  sense, 
b u t in th e  sense th a t m a rria g e  ce re 
m o n ie s  h a v e  th e m s e lv e s  b e c o m e  
m oney-m ak ing  o p p o rtu n itie s . F rom  
J o h n  M a jo r  c h a r g in g  g u e s ts  fo r  
d r in k s  a t  h is  s o n ’s w e d d in g ,  to  
M a d o n n a  u s in g  h e r  w e d d in g  as a 
com m ercially  p ro fitab le  o p e ra tio n  — 
m oney  has in filtra ted  social in stitu 
tio n s  w h ich  b e fo re  w ere  in v e s te d  
w ith d iffe ren t values. S ports events 
a re  d o m in a te d  by th e  m oney -chang
ers, an d  in d e ed  have been  c o r ru p t
ed  by th e  m oney-m akers.

T h e r e  is on ly  o n e  p lace  w h ere  
m oney  has n o t yet taken ho ld . A nd 
th a t’s in places o f  w orship . It is still 
possible to  talk abou t th e  p o o r  an d  
a b o u t  th e  m a r g i n a l i z e d  in  th e  
c h u r c h e s ,  in  t e m p l e s  a n d  in  
m osques. P eo p le  o f  fa ith  a re  c o n 
c e r n e d  a b o u t  m o re  th a n  m o n ey . 
T hey  a re  o n e  o f  th e  few co m m u n i
ties th a t d o  n o t w o rsh ip  th e  false 
god  o f  m oney. Last C hristm as I was 
visited by som e p eop le  from  a local 
c h u rc h , c a r ry in g  ba llo o n s, s in g in g  
h y m n s  a n d  w is h in g  m e  a m e r r y  
C h r is tm a s .  1 a s k e d  th e m  i f  th e y  
w an ted  m oney, a n d  they said no —  
an d  I found  it ex trao rd inary .

O f  co u rse  th e re  a re  m illions o f  
o th e rs  w'ho sh a re  th e se  p r in c ip le s  
an d  ethics, an d  w ho do no t re g a rd  
them selves as C hristians o r  p eo p le  o f  
faith ; b u t th ey  invariab ly  a re  scat
te re d  a n d  d isorganized . T h e  ch u rch  
is on e  o f  the  few' social in stitu tions 
th a t  p ro v id e s  sp a ce  fo r  th e  h a rd  
graft o f  sp iritua l, social, political an d  
econom ic transfo rm ation . •

Ann Pettifor is Programme Co-ordinator 
fo r  Jubilee Plus.
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T H E  M A G I C  B E A N

The velvetbean (M ucuna pruriens), Guatemala

C ENTRAL AMERICA is los
in g  fo rest a t th e  ra te  o f  
fo rty -fo u r h ec ta re s  every 
hour. O n  the ed g e  o f  the 

Peten fo rest in G uatem ala, however, 
th e  s ta tis tic s  h av e  b e e n  re v e rse d . 
H e re ,  f a rm e rs  a re  u s in g  a m ag ic  
b ea n  to  im p ro v e  th e ir  soils a n d  at 
th e  sam e tim e save the  ra in fo rest.

F arm ing  practice in  this a re a  has 
p r e v io u s ly  r e l i e d  o n  t r a d i t io n a l  
s la sh -a n d -b u rn  m e th o d s: fields a re  
c lea red  in the  forest, c ro p p e d  fo r a 
c o u p le  o f  y e a rs ,  a n d  th e n  a b a n 
d o n e d  as fam ilies m ove to  new  sites. 
As th e  p o p u la t io n  h as  in c re a se d , 
how ever, (and  as o th e rs  cam e to  log 
th e  fo re sts) , fa rm e rs  h a d  re d u c e d  
t h e i r  f a l lo w  p e r i o d s  a n d  t h u s  
re tu rn e d  befo re  n a tu ra l soil fertility 
was re s to re d . As a resu lt bo th  ag ri
c u ltu re  a n d  th e  forest cam e u n d e r  
p re ssu re  —  yields rem ain  low o r  fall, 
a n d  the  forest steadily  d isappears .

R ecently , local n o n -g o v e rn m e n t

A G R I C U L T U R E

J U L E S  P R E T T Y

T a l e s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

s u s t a i n a b i l i t y .

organ izations fo u n d  tha t th e  in c o r
po ra tio n  o f  the  velvetbean  (M ucuna  
pruriens) in to  m aize fields su b s ta n 
tially increased  cereal yields. M ucuna  
is g row n as a soil im prover. I t  can  fix 
150 kg o f  n itro g en  p e r  h ec ta re  each 
year, a free resou rce  for fa rm ers, as 
well as annua lly  p ro d u c in g  50 -1 0 0  
to n n es  o f  biom ass o n  each  hectare . 
T h e  b ea n  p lan ts a re  allow ed to fall 
on  th e  soil as a g ree n  m a n u re , su p 
pressing  w eeds an d  h e lp in g  to build  
the  soil. T h is is the  key to  the  p ro 
tection o f  the Peten ra in fo rest. Build

PHOTOGRAPH: COURTESY O FJULES PRETTY

the  h ea lth  o f  th e  soil, a n d  farm ers 
no lo n g e r w ant to b u rn  trees to c re
a te  new fields. T h ey  see th e  benefit 
o f  staying in  th e  sam e place, an d  o f  
in v e s tin g  in  th e  sa m e  fie ld s  o v e r 
m a n y  y e a rs . S in ce  M u c u n a  b e a n s  
w ere given to  fa rm e r  G abino  Leiva 
by C en tro  M aya, an  agency w orking  
in  th e  P e te n  ra in fo re s t,  his m aize 
yield has m ore  th a n  d o ub led . M ore
over, h e ’s b een  cu ltivating  the  sam e 
field fo r over n in e  years, as his soil, 
now  im p ro v e d  an d  rich  in organic 
m atter, can sustain  p ro d u c tio n  year 
a fte r year.

OVER THE PAST FORTY years, p e r 
ca p ita  w o rld  food  p ro d u c tio n  has 
g ro w n  by 25% . Yet th e  w orld  still 
faces a fu n d a m e n ta l  food  secu rity  
crisis: in the  year 2000, 790 million 
p eop le  w ent hungry . It is c lear th a t 
ad e q u a te  a n d  a p p ro p r ia te  food su p 
ply is a necessary cond ition  for elim 
ina ting  hunger. B ut increased  food
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su p p ly  does n o t au tom atically  m ean  
in c reased  food  security  for all. W hat 
is im p o r ta n t  is w ho  p ro d u c e s  th e  
food, w ho lias access to  the  te ch n o 
logy a n d  know ledge to  p ro d u c e  it, 
a n d  w ho has the  p u rch a s in g  pow er 
to  acq u ire  it. T h e  conven tional wis
d o m  is tha t, in o rd e r  to  d o u b le  food 
supply, we n eed  to  re d o u b le  efforts 
to  m o d e rn iz e  a g r ic u l tu r e .  I t  h a s  
b e e n  s u c c e s s fu l in  th e  p a s t .  B u t 
th e re  a re  d o u b ts  ab o u t th e  capacity 
o f  such system s to p ro d u c e  the  food 
w h ere  th e  p o o r  an d  h u n g ry  peo p le  
live. In  fact, these  peop le  n ee d  low- 
cost a n d  re a d ily  av a ilab le  te c h n o 
logies a n d  practices to  increase food 
p ro d u c tio n . S ustainab le a g r ic u ltu re  
m e th o d s  offer just this.

S ustainable ag ricu ltu re  in teg rates 
n a tu ra l an d  reg en era tiv e  processes, 
such as n u tr ie n t cycling, n itrogen  fix
ation , soil reg e n era tio n  an d  na tu ra l 
enem ies o f  pests, in to  food p ro d u c 
tio n  processes. It m inim izes the  use 
o f  n o n -ren ew ab le  in p u ts  th a t d a m 
ag e  th e  e n v iro n m e n t o r  h a rm  th e  
h ea lth  o f  farm ers a n d  consum ers. It 
m akes b e tte r  use o f  th e  know ledge 
a n d  sk ills  o f  f a rm e rs .  I t  seeks to  
m ake p roductive  use o f  social capital 
—  p eo p le ’s capacities to  w ork to g e th 
e r  to  so lve c o m m o n  m a n a g e m e n t 
p ro b lem s, such as pest, w ate rshed , 
ir r ig a tio n , an d  forest m an ag em en t. 
S ustainab le ag ricu ltu re  no t only p ro 
d u ces food, b u t also co n trib u tes  to 
p u b lic  g oods a n d  services, such as 
clean water, wildlife, carbon  seques
tra tio n  in soils, flood pro tec tion , an d  
la n d s c a p e  q u a lity . M any  o f  th e se  
n o n -fo o d  functions c a n n o t be p ro 
d u ced  by o th e r  sectors.

T h e  U niversity  o f  Essex recently  
co n d u c te d  the  largest ever study  o f 
su s ta in a b le  a g r ic u ltu re  in  d ev e lo p 
i n g  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e  a im  o f  t h e  
r e s e a r c h  w a s  to  a u d i t  r e c e n t  
p r o g re s s  in  d e v e lo p in g  c o u n tr ie s  
tow ards sustainab le ag ricu ltu re , an d  
assess th e  e x ten t to  w hich such in i
tiatives, if sp read  on a m uch  la rger 
scale, co u ld  feed  a g ro w in g  w orld  
p o p u la tio n  th a t is a lread y  su b stan 
tially food-insecure . T h e  study  su r 
veyed 200 projects in Latin A m erica, 
Asia an d  Africa. It fo u n d  tha t 9 m il
lion fa rm ers  have a d o p te d  su sta in 
a b l e  a g r i c u l t u r e  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  
technologies on  29 m illion hectares 
(re p re sen tin g  3%' o f  land  u n d e r  cu l
tivation  in  these countries).

T h e  survey fo u n d  th a t a success
ful su s ta in a b le  a g r ic u ltu re  p ro jec t 
m a y  b e  s u b s t a n t ia l ly  im p r o v in g

d o m e s t i c  f o o d  c o n s u m p t i o n  o r  
inc reasing  local food b a rte rs  o r  sales, 
w ith o u t necessarily affecting  th e  p e r  
h e c ta re  y ie lds o f  cereals . T h is  was 
o ften  the  case w hen  a new  p ro d u c 
tive e le m e n t was a d d e d  to  a fa rm  
system  (such as fish o r  sh rim p s in 
p ad d y  rice), o r  b e tte r  w'ater m an ag e
m e n t (such as w ate r-h a rv estin g  an d  
i r r ig a t io n - s c h e d u l in g )  w as i n t r o 
duced . O n  average, th e re  was a 93% 
increase  in p e r  h ec ta re  food p ro d u c 
tion  w ith th e  a d o p tio n  o f  techn iques 
s u c h  as  p l a n t i n g  l e g u m e s  ( lik e  
M ucuna), u sing  in te g ra te d  pest-m an- 
a g e m e n t, a n d  in tr o d u c in g  locally- 
a p p r o p r i a t e  c r o p  v a r i e t i e s  a n d  
an im al b reeds.

W HAT HAS ALL TH IS m e a n t  fo r  
fa rm ers  at th e  fo re fro n t o f  this new 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ?  E l ia s  
Zelaya’s h illside farm , on the  ed g e  o f  
th e  rem o te  village o f  Pacayas in cen 
tr a l  H o n d u r a s ,  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  a 
re m a rk a b le  tr a n s fo rm a tio n  in th e  
last decade . Now  it is a m odel for 
d iverse , sustainable an d  p ro d u c tiv e  
ag ricu ltu re , w ith tw en ty -e igh t types 
o f  crops an d  trees, an d  pigs, chick
ens, rabbits, cattle an d  horses. B ut it 
was n o t always like this. F ifteen years 
ago  th e  com m unity  was in the  d o l
d ru m s. T h e  farm  was p o o r  quality  
p a s tu re  a n d  maiz.e la n d , a n d  was 
a lm ost a b a n d o n ed  by Elias’s m o th e r 
as w orthless. No child  in  th e  village 
h a d  ever been  to secondary  school. 
L an d  p rices  w ere  low, a n d  peo p le  
saw th e ir  fu tu re s  only  in  o u t-m ig ra 
tion  to th e  city.

Elias, th o u g h , le a rn e d  bo th  about 
low-cost, so il-im prov ing  technologies 
a n d  h o w  to  a d a p t  t h e m  to  h is  
u n iq u e  farm  conditions. T h e  in te r 
c ro p p in g  o f  legum es (such as M u cu 
na) w ith m aize im m ediate ly  boosted  
c e r e a l  y ie ld s  a n d  th e  e f fe c t w as 
rem a rk a b le . T h e  u n im p ro v e d  soils 
on  the  ed g e  o f  his farm  a re  no  m ore 
th a t  a few c e n tim e tre s  d e e p , a n d  
b e n e a th  is a  h a rd  bed rock . B u t in 
th e  f ie ld s  w h e re  h e  g ro w s g re e n  
m an u res  a n d  uses com posts, th e  soil 
is th ick , d a rk , a n d  sp o n g y  to  th e  
step. In som e places on the farm , it 
is a lm ost a m e tre  deep . N o conven 
tional soils tex tbook  will say this is 
possib le  —  soils take th o u sa n d s  o f  
years to  create . Yet over a decade, 
Elias, a n d  several tens o f  th o u san d s 
o f  fa rm ers  in C e n tra l A m erica like 
h im , h av e  t r a n s fo rm e d  th e ir  soils 
a n d  ag ricu ltu ra l productivity .

T h e re  is now  a boom  in the  local

econom y, w ith fam ilies m oving  back 
f ro m  th e  cap ita l, an d  th e  d e m a n d  
fo r lab o u r has p u t w ages a t close to 
d o u b le  th o s e  in  th e  s u r r o u n d in g  
co un try side . Ml ch ild ren  now  finish 
th e ir  p r im a ry  schooling , a n d  som e 
have g one  on  to  secondary  school. 
As a n e ig h b o u r  o f  Elias’s says, “Now, 
no o n e  ever talks o f  leav ing .” People 
ea t well an d  diversely, a n d  they a re  
m o re  c o n ten t w ith th e ir  ow n place. 
T h ey  can  see a ra n g e  o f  fu tu re s  —  
no t ju s t  on e  w ithou t choice.

F u r th e r  w est lies a n o th e r  t r a n s 
fo rm ed  farm , this b e lo n g in g  to Irm a  
de  G u ittierez  M endez, in the  village 
o f  G uacam ayas. It too  is in th e  hills 
—  in fact, 85%' o f  H o n d u ra s  is on  
slopes s teep e r th a n  15%. H e r  fa rm  is 
a n o th e r  m o d e l fo r  fa rm e rs  ev e ry 
w h ere , as she too  w orks with n a tu re  
r a th e r  th a n  b a ttlin g  against it. T h e  
farm  is covered  w ith terracita, sm all 
te rrac es  to  conserve soil a n d  water. 
M ore im portan tly , th o u g h , Irm a  is a 
te a c h e r  —  b o th  o f  fellow  fa rm e rs  
a n d  o f  p rofessional ag ronom ists  w ho 
com e to th e  valley to  see this revo lu 
tion  fo r th e ir  ow n eyes. She says, “It 
is th e  responsib ility  o f  an y o n e  w ho 
know s som eth in g  to teach it to o th 
ers in th e  com m unity  ... O u r  p u r 
pose is n o t to  m ake a lot o f  m oney, 
b u t  to  h e lp  th e  c o m m u n ity  as a 
w hole .”

Luckily, Elias a n d  I rm a  a re  n o t 
a lone in fo rg ing  a new  way fo r ag ri
cu ltu re . O n e  o f  the  m ost e x tra o rd i
n a ry  ch a n g es  to  have  o c c u rre d  in 
the  past d ecad e  is the  em ergence o f  
this largely silent revo lu tion  in T h ird  
W o r ld  a g r i c u l t u r e .  W h y  s i le n t?  
B ecause it has been  d riven  by m il
lions o f  small farm ers, p o o r  in m o n 
e tary  te rm s, b u t rich  in know ledge 
a b o u t n a tu re  a n d  how to use it to 
inc rease  food p ro d u c tio n . M any o f  
th e m  have ju m p e d  from  p re -m o d 
e rn ,  u n im p ro v e d  a g r ic u ltu ra l sys
te m s  d i r e c t ly  to  s u s ta in a b le  a n d  
h ig h -p ro d u c in g  system s. In  ev e ry  
case, th e re  a re  im p o rta n t lessons for 
us all. •

Jules Pretty is Professor o f  Environment 
and Society at the U niversity o f  Essex, 
Colchester, and  au thor o f  T he  L iv in g  
L a n d  (1998) and the forthcom ing One 
L a st A g ricu ltu ra l R evolution (2002).

For m o re  in f o rm a t io n  on  s u s t a in 
able a g r ic u l tu re  contact:  CES, T he  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  E s s e x ,  W i v e n h o e  
P a r k ,  C o l c h e s t e r  C 0 4  3 S Q .  
<www2.essex.ac.uk/ces>
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FR O M  SA N D  T O  SOIL

S O P H I E  P O K L E W S K I  K O Z I E L L  V I S I T S  E G Y P T

Transporting fodder on the Nile p h o t o g r a p h :  y a n n  a r t h u s - b e r t r a n o  from  The E a rth  fr o m  the A ir, Thames &  Hudson

G r e a t  r i v e r s  p ro v o k e
eulogies: tlie ir  nam es — 
th e  A m azon, th e  Volga —  
c o n ju re  u p  w hole co n ti

nents; th e ir  flows a re  lifelines. T h e  
N ile, p e rh a p s  beyond  all o the rs: this 
r iv e r is tru ly  the  m o th e r  o f  Egypt, 
for w ithout it the  co u n try  w ould  not 
exist. A g ree n  g arla n d  o f  life clings 
to  th e  w a te r’s passage, s tre tch in g  for 
a mile o r  two on  e i th e r  side, un til 
th e  irrig a tio n  system s p e te r  o u t and  
th e  d e se r t a b ru p tly  beg ins. T h is  is 
w h ere  th e  ‘o th e r ’ E gypt lies —  a vast 
93%  o f  th e  c o u n try . T h is  a re a  o f  
p a r c h e d  m o u n ta in s ,  n o m a d s  a n d  
w h ip p e d -u p  sa n d s to rm s  d o es  n o t 
su p p o r t m uch  life, h u m a n  o r  o th e r
wise. So it is not su rp ris in g  th a t early 
civilization was raised  on the banks 
o f  th e  N ile an d  has c lu n g  to  them  
ever since.

E gypt’s a g r ic u ltu re  relies on  the 
fertile  N ile valley an d  th e  lush  tr ia n 
gle o f  de lta  above C airo  w here  the 
r iv e r  f ra c tu re s  b e fo re  m e e tin g  the

A G R I C U L T U R E

M e d ite rra n e a n . S ince th e  tim es o f  
th e  a n c ie n t E g y p tia n s  th e  a n n u a l 
Nile floods have been  th e  source  o f  
ag ricu ltu ra l renew al. P rovidentially , 
th e  floods cam e in  th e  s c o rc h in g  
m id -sum m er, e n a b lin g  c ro p s  to  be 
p lan ted  d u r in g  the  te m p e ra te  w in ter 
as th e  w aters reced ed . T h e  silt an d  
n u tr ie n ts  ca rrie d  in the  floodw aters 
m ain ta ined  the  rich  alluvial soil, c re 
ating  som e o f  the  m ost fert ile land  in 
th e  w orld . M oreover, as th e  floods 
fo rced  ag ric u ltu re  to  cease fo r th e  
th r e e  s u m m e r  m o n th s  w h e n  th e  
w aters w ere at th e ir  h ighest, lab o u r 
w as r e le a s e d ,  it is s u g g e s te d ,  to  
add ress  such H ercu lean  tasks as th e  
b u ild in g  o f  pyram ids.

F looding  also b ro u g h t its d o w n 
s id e : v illa g e s  a n d  liv e s to c k  w e re  
often  sw ept away an d  useful ag ricu l
tu ra l land  covered  fo r m o n th s o f  the 
year. In  the 1950s, P res id en t N asser

s ta rted  his m o d e rn iza tio n  o f  Egypt, 
w hich in c lu d ed  th e  bu ild ing  o f  the 
H igh  D am  at Aswan. T h is  en o rm o u s 
concre te  co n stru c tio n  has restric ted  
th e  flow o f  th e  Nile, in  effect re leas
ing  1.25 m illio n  ac res  o f  la n d  fo r 
a g r i c u l tu r e  a n d  s e t t le m e n t ,  a n d  
allow ing u p  to  th re e  harvests a year. 
B u t by re g u la tin g  th e  flow o f  th e  
N ile its p re c io u s  n u tr ie n t- r ic h  silt 
has b ee n  d iv e rted  from  th e  valley, 
a n d  now  se ttle s  a t th e  b o tto m  o f  
L ake N asser b e h in d  th e  dam . P er
versely, artificial n u tr ie n ts  a re  now 
n e e d e d  fo r ag ric u ltu re  a n d  these are 
m ad e  by fertilizer p lan ts ru n  o ff the 
d a m ’s hyd roe lec tric  pow er.

ONE OF THE MOST strik ing  aspects 
o f  E gypt is th e  m a rria g e  o f  deep ly  
tra d i tio n a l c u l tu re  w ith  aspec ts  o f  
m o d e rn  life. In  cen tra l C airo, d o n 
key carts fe rry in g  fo d d e r a re  d riven  
by m en  ta lk ing  on  m obile  phones. 
S im ila r ly  w ith  a g r ic u l tu r e :  sm a ll 
p lo ts  o f  lan d  a re  tilled  by buffalo ,
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w ate red  by an  anc ien t irrig a tio n  sys
tem  o f  sm all canals a n d  ch a n n e ls , 
h a rv e s te d  by h a n d , b u t re lia n t o n  
th e  bags o f  fe rtilize r a n d  pestic ide 
p iled  up  in th e ir  m argins.

F ood scares fro m  pes tic ides a re  
re g u la r  a n d  h o rre n d o u s . O nly  a few 
su m m ers  ago, a n u m b e r  o f  peop le  
b ec am e  ill fro m  e a tin g  cu c u m b e rs  
ta in te d  w ith toxic levels o f  pesticides, 
a n d  DDT is still in re g u la r  use for 
sp ray in g  po ta to es  a n d  o th e r  crops. 
N ev e rth e le ss , th e re  a re  a few p io 
n e e rs  in E gyp t p ra c tis in g  o rg a n ic  
a n d  b io d y n a m ic  a g r ic u l tu r e  a n d  
seed in g  ideas: on e  an  ex tensive com 
m un ity  en te rp rise  —  SEKEM —  tbe 
o th e r  a sm all-scale b a n a n a  p la n ta 
tion.

W a lk in g  a lo n g  a v e n u e s  o f  ta ll 
eu c a ly p tu s  tree s , w a tch in g  a sh e p 
h e rd  g raze  his skittish flock on rich 
grass a n d  clover, it was h a rd  to  im ag
ine th a t less th a n  th irty  years ago the  
SEKEM ‘m o th e r ’ fa rm  w as v irg in  
d e s e r t .  It to o k  a tru ly  c o m m itte d  
v isionary  to b rin g  th e  d u st an d  sand 
to  life  u s in g  b io d y n a m ic  fa rm in g  
m ethods. Ib rah im  A bouleish is th a t 
visionary. T ra in e d  as a p h arm aco lo 
gist in E u ro p e , h e  was greatly  in flu 
e n c e d  by  S t e i n e r  t e a c h in g .  O n  
re tu rn in g  hom e to Egypt his d rea m  
was to  c reate  an  innovative m odel o f  
d e v e lo p m e n t w hich  in v o lv ed  c o n 
cepts o f  b iodynam ic fa rm ing , an d  o f  
in te g ra tin g  th e  econom ic, social and  
cu ltu ra l sp h e res  o f  life in all projects. 
T h e  SEKEM n am e is now  an  u m b re l
la te rm  fo r  a th r iv in g  c o m m u n ity  
in v o lv in g  o v er a th o u s a n d  p e o p le  
p ro d u c in g  b iodynam ic an d  organic 
teas , h e rb s  a n d  sp ices, v eg e ta b le s  
a n d  co tton  a n d  ph y to -p h arm aceu ti-  
cal m edicines. M ore th an  150 family- 
ow ned  farm s a re  involved, an d  over
2,000 hec ta res a re  cu ltivated  in this 
way.

T h e  SEKEM fa rm  is w e d d e d  to  
the  local com m unity , p ro v id in g  jobs, 
m e d ic a l  s e rv ic e s  a n d  s c h o o lin g .  
D espite its strict ru les it has b ro u g h t 
a m u ltitu d e  o f  benefits an d  o p p o r tu 
n i t i e s  lo c a lly . F o r  in s t a n c e ,  th e  
im m acu late  airy  bu ild ings house no t 
only phy to -pharm aceu tica l labora to 
ries a n d  te a -p a c k in g  facilities, b u t 
a lso  a k in d e rg a r te n ,  a se c o n d a ry  
school, lec tu re  halls an d  a can teen . 
H an d ic ap p e d  ch ild ren  are  n u r tu re d  
an d  ta u g h t basic life skills. A spotless 
m edical ce n tre  lies n e x t to  the  gates, 
h o u s in g  h a lf  a d o ze n  d o c to rs  a n d  
sp ecia lists , a n d  tre a ts  o v er 15,000 
ru ra l  d w e lle rs  —  n o t ju s t SEKEM

em ployees —  w ith a com bination  o f  
co n v en tio n a l a n d  an th ro p o so p h ic a l 
m edicine.

A id  FA H M I, d riv in g  us o u t to  his 
b a n a n a  p l a n t a t i o n  o n  th e  m a in  
A lex an d ria  ro a d  ta lked  passionately  
ab o u t his a p p ro a c h  to  fa rm ing . To 
farm  b a n a n a s  o rgan ically  in E gypt 
w ould  certain ly  n o t be possible w ith 
o u t Ali’s fe rv en t belief an d  ideals, as 
the  obstacles in his way a re  seem ing 
ly colossal.

O n e  o f  his difficulties is m ak ing  a 
liv ing  fro m  a fa rm  o f  on ly  fifteen  
acres. Such small farm  sizes a re  no t 
u n u s u a l  in  E g y p t w h e r e  la n d  is 
strictly red is trib u te d  each  g en e ra tio n  
by in h e ri ta n c e  laws. O rig inally , his 
g ra n d fa th e r  h ad  400 acres a long  the  
sam e s tre tch  o f  th e  N ile, b u t now, 
split a m o n g  so m any  relatives, th e re  
is little left. M oreover, o rgan ic  p ro 
ductio n  o f  b an an as p ro d u ce s  low er 
yields —  a m e re  e ig h t tons an  acre  
co m p ared  w ith tw enty to tw enty-five 
to n s  u s in g  n o n -o rg a n ic  m e th o d s . 
A li’s p r o b le m s  a r e  f u r t h e r  c o m 
p o u n d e d  by a m ark e t th a t has yet to 
e v e n  r e c o g n i z e  o r g a n i c s .  H is  
resea rch  shows that peop le  buy  his 
‘B ala ika’ b an a n as  because they  a re  
th e  t r a d i t io n a l  sm a ll v a rie ty , a r e  
ra re ly  d am a g e d  (un like  th e  s tree t- 
tra d e d  bananas) an d  a re  very  tasty. 
T h e  fact th a t  they  a re  o rg an ica lly  
p r o d u c e d  d o e s n ’t e n te r  th e  e q u a 
tion . Few peo p le  know  th a t th e  large 
im p o rte d  S o u th  A m erican  b an a n a s  
a r e  s p r a y e d  w ith  m a la th io n ,  a n  
insecticide, Several tim es a year, an d  
also tre a te d  with the  fung icide  T h i
a b en d azo le  to  keep  th e ir  cond ition  
d u r in g  th e  w eeks o f  travel to  d istan t 
m arkets.

Ali’s fa rm  is m ark ed  o u t by th e  
c o m p o st m o u n d s  lin in g  th e  d u s ty  
p a th s  betw een  th e  b a n a n a  trees. All 
cu t fo liage is la id  o n  th ese , m ixed  
w ith  c h ic k e n  a n d  cow d u n g ,  a n d  
tu rn e d  by h a n d  un til it is read y  to  
go back o n  th e  p la n ta tio n . N e ig h 
b o u rin g  farm s use fertilizer instead. 
Ali also p re p a re s  b iodynam ic m ixes 
to  en h a n ce  ro o t g row th  a n d  foliage, 
a n d  is try in g  to  find  new  ways o f  
in c reasin g  yields using  d r ip  ir r ig a 
tion , instead  o f  th e  trad itio n a l ‘feast 
o r  fam ine’ a p p ro a c h  o f  flood ing  th e  
trees  each  m o n th , w hich shocks the 
ro o t system s. D espite his en thusiasm  
a n d  passion fo r his w ork, h e  adm its 
it is an  uphill strugg le  in a co u n try  
w here  su p e rm a rk e ts  refuse  to  label 
his ban an as as ‘o rgan ic’, a n d  w here

ag ric u ltu ra l loans a re  paid  in p a r t in 
fertilizer. C o m p e titio n  fro m  ch e ap  
im p o r te d  b a n a n a s , g ro w n  on  vast 
es tates w ith cheap  labour, is a n o th e r  
m a jo r  fac to r. I t  is th e  p e re n n ia l  
p ro b lem  o f  small p ro d u c e rs  try in g  to 
co m p ete  in  th e  global m a rk e t w ith 
all th e  od d s stacked aga in st them .

IN THE 1970s, E gypt was ag ric u ltu ra l
ly s e lf - s u f f ic ie n t  w ith  a th r iv in g  
e x p o r t trad e . Today, o v er tw o-th irds 
o f  food  is im p o r te d . M any p eo p le  
use th e  excuse  o f  E g y p t’s g row ing  
p o p u la tio n  as a reason  to  co n tin u e  
w ith in tensive in d u stria l ag ricu ltu re . 
T h e y  ask, “W h a t p a r t  can  o rg an ic  
a n d  b iodynam ic ag ric u ltu re , with its 
low er yields, play in th e  fu tu re ? ” O n  
o n e  h a n d , it seem s such a tiny in flu 
ence: only  0.08%  o f  th e  total ag ricu l
tu ra l la n d  is cu ltiv a ted  o rgan ically  
a n d  few  c o n s u m e rs  re c o g n iz e  th e  
benefits o f  b u y in g  organ ic  p roduce . 
O n th e  o th e r  h a n d , in a co u n try  th a t 
consisten tly  d efau lts  on  re p a y m e n t 
o f  in te rn a tio n a l loans, w hose im p o r
ta n t fo re ign  cu rren c y  e a rn e r  —  cot
ton  —  relies o n  expensive  im p o rts  o f  
p es tic id es , a n d  w h e re  a g r ic u ltu ra l 
r u n o f f  co n ta m in a te s  w a te r  sou rces 
w ith  tox ic chem ica ls, o rg a n ic  p r o 
ductio n  m e th o d s have som eth in g  to 
offer. For instance, tb e  E gyptian  Bio
dynam ic A ssociation —  a SEKEM in i
tiative —  has co llabo rated  w ith the 
g o v e rn m e n t to  develop  b iodynam ic 
m e th o d s to  increase soil fertility  an d  
re d u c e  use o f  pesticides. O n e  resu lt 
has b ee n  th e  ce ssa tio n  o f  r o u t in e  
ae ro p lan e  sp ray in g  o f  pesticides on  
c o tto n  crops, a n d  a ten fo ld  re d u c 
tion  in the use o f  pesticides. T h ese  
a re  rem ark ab le  b re a k th ro u g h s  in a 
c o u n try  w h ere  e n v iro n m e n ta l co n 
c e rn s  h a rd ly  fe a tu re . A g ric u ltu re , 
h o w e v e r, is s ti ll th e  b as is  o f  th e  
Egyptian  econom y, an d  over h a lf  the  
p o p u la tio n  is invo lved  in farm in g . 
W ith 95% o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  reliant 
on  7%  o f  th e  lan d , this land  need s to 
be n u r tu re d  carefully. P erhaps som e 
o f  th e  w isdom  o f  o rg an ic  fa rm in g  
m e th o d s  ca n  p r o v id e  th e  key  to  
d ea lin g  with such p rob lem s as rising  
soil sa lin ity  ca u se d  by o v e r - ir r ig a 
tion . T h e  an c ie n t E gyp tians called  
th e ir  co u n try  the black la n d ’ d u e  to 
th e  richness o f  th e  Nile valley soil. 
T h e  challenge is for m o d e rn  E gyp
tians to res to re  an d  m ain ta in  such a 
gift o f  fertility. •

Sophie Poklewski Koziell is Deputy Editor 
o f  Resurgence.
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N A T U R E ’ S  R I G H T S

T h e  l a w  h a s  n o t
m arch ed  a t th e  v an g u ard  
o f  th e  processes o f  change: 
it has ra th e r  b ee n  p a r t o f 

th e  r e a r g u a r d .  By a c t in g  in  th is  
b e la te d  way th e  law  fails to  fu lfil 
ap p ro p ria te ly  on e  o f  its basic func
tions: to  give g u id an ce  to  th e  com 
m unity.

T h is  task o f  u sing  th e  tool o f  the 
law  f o r  g u id a n c e  t u r n s  i n to  a n  
u rg e n t cha llenge w hen  the  p roblem s 
society faces su rpass th e  m an ag in g  
cap ac ity  o f  th e  law in  fo rce . T h is  
req u ires  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  law in 
response  to  the  s ituation  facing ou r 
tim e.

A ccord ing  to its o rig ina l m ean ing , 
d ev e lo p m en t consists in un fo ld in g  a 
th ing ; in uncovering , revealing  and  
p e rfo rm in g  w hat is co n ta in ed  in  it. 
T h is  is t r u e  o f  m a te r ia l th in g s , o f  
ideas, o f  persons a n d  o f  institu tions. 
D evelopm ent is a p rocess o f  o rganic 
character, iden tical w ith th e  grow th 
o f  a p la n t th a t develops all th a t was 
po ten tia lly  co n ta in ed  in  its seed.

W hat is th e  seed  th a t p ro d u ce d  
the  law an d  m ust g o vern  its grow th? 
U ndoub ted ly , it is th e  n o tio n  o f  jus
tice. T h e  ex tension  o f  the  p rincip les 
o f  justice m ust co n tin u e  re p re se n t
ing  th e  d eve lopm en t o f  law.

Today the  rea lm  o f  law com prises 
th e o re tic a lly  all in d iv id u a ls  o f  the  
h u m a n  species b u t m em bers o f  the 
o th e r  species still r e m a in  o u ts id e , 
w ithou t being  ad m itte d  to  the  priv i
leges o f  th e  sta te o f  law.

It is this s ituation  th a t has served 
as an  a r g u m e n t  in  fa v o u r  o f  th e  
in c lu s io n  o f  n o n - h u m a n  su b je c ts  
w ithin th e  legal com m unity.

T h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  law  h as  
rea ch ed  a crucial m om en t: th e  idea 
a n d  th e  id e a l  o f  ju s t ic e  h a v e  to  
a c q u ir e  a new  u n iv e rs a lity  w hich  
c o m p r is e s  th e  e n t i r e  b io s p h e r e ,  
a d d in g  n o t on ly  new  o b jec ts , b u t 
also new  subjects to  the  legal estab
lishm ent.

Ju s tic e  is equ itab leness: th e  ju s t 
e q u i l ib r iu m  o r  b a la n c e  b e tw e e n  
d iverg ing  in terests . To establish jus
tice m ean s to  c re a te  a n d  m a in ta in  
this balance, p o n d e r in g  th e  values in 
q u e s t io n  in  o r d e r  to  “ t r i b u t e  to  
everybody its ow n” a n d  “n o t dam age

L A W

G O D O F R E D O  

S T U T Z I N  

J u s t i c e  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  

N a t u r e  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  

a  l e g a l  e n t i t y .

th e  o th e r  o n e ”. B eing in charge  o f  
this m ission, th e  law rep rese n ts  the 
visible exp ressio n  o f  th is eq u itab le
ness. T h e  state o f  law is th e  sta te  in 
w h ic h  th e  c o m p le x  p o w e r s  a n d  
in te re s ts  th a t  ac t in  a c o m m u n ity  
have com e to find  them selves in  a 
co n d itio n  o f  h a rm o n io u s  eq u ilib r i
u m . In  its  d e v e lo p m e n t  th e  law  
shou ld  w iden a n d  d e e p e n  this state 
o f  balanced  coexistence.

In  the  w orld  o f  N a tu re  th e  p rin c i
ple o f  equ ilib rium  o r balance consti
tu tes th e  su p re m e  law. N a tu re  has 
been  able to  develop  a n d  m ain ta in  
from  its b eg in n in g  an  infinity  o f  life 
form s an d  com plex  ecosystem s, p e r 
m anen tly  co rrec tin g  any loss o f  bal
ance. T h u s  th e  b io sp h e re  has been  
an d  still con tin u es to  be th e  exam ple  
o f  perfec t coexistence betw een  all its 
p a r t s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  h u m a n s ,  
instead  o f  g u id in g  ourselves by this 
exam ple , have chosen  the  opposite  
p a th .  C r e a t in g  o u r  ow n  a r tif ic ia l 
w o rld , th e  te c h n o sp h e re , we have  
p laced it u n d e r  the  sign o f  u n lim ited  
econom ic g row th  a t the  ex p e n se  an d  
to  th e  d e t r i m e n t  o f  th e  n a t u r a l  
w orld.

T h e  scientific-technological revo
lu tion  o f  o u r  age has p ro d u c e d  a sit
uation  th a t has 110 p re c e d e n t in the 
h istory  o f  p la n e t E arth . For th e  first 
tim e, N a tu re , w hich has m a n a g e d  
th e  destin ies o f  this w orld  since its 
b irth , is being  d isp laced  by o n e  o f  its 
c r e a tu r e s ,  th e  sp ec ie s  se lf -n a m e d  
‘hom o s a p ie n s ’, w h ic h  is b e n t  o n  
im posing  its ow n m odels a n d  m e th 
ods on  the  m a n ag e m en t o f  N a tu re 's  
affairs. T h e  te c h n o sp h e re  is b e in g  
p laced u p o n  th e  b io sp h ere , im p e d 
ing  th e  la tte r’s free function ing  an d  
d e v e lo p m e n t. In  c o n tra s t to  w h a t

h a p p e n e d  in  p r e v io u s  s ta g e s  o f  
E a r th ’s evo lu tion , in w hich the  d o m 
in a n t species su b m itte d  them selves 
to  N a tu re ’s ru les, th e  h u m a n  species 
h as  m a d e  a show  o f  a l te r in g  a n d  
su p p re s s in g  th e se  ru les . W hat has 
th u s  been  c re a te d  is a clearly u n b al
an c ed  ecological situ a tio n  in which 
th e  re la tio n sh ip  betw een  one species 
w ith  all th e  o th e r s  h as  ce ased  to  
d ev e lo p  a lo n g  th e  lines o f  re la tive  
equa lity  a n d  is in s tea d  un ila te ra lly  
d e te rm in e d  by th e  asp ira tio n s an d  
fancies o f  th e  d o m in a tin g  species.

THE LACK OF ecological equ ilib rium  
is bo th  th e  cause a n d  effect o f  the  
absence o f  eq u ilib riu m  in legal m a t
te rs . T h e  fact th a t th e  d e fen ce  o f  
N a tu re  c a rr ie s  little  w eigh t in  th e  
r e a lm  o f  law  re f le c ts  th e  v ir tu a l  
defencelessness o f  N a tu re  in today ’s 
w orld ; a n d  th is  defencelessness, in 
its tu rn , reflects th e  absence o f  a d e 
q u a te  d efence p ro v id ed  by law. T h e  
possibilities o f  d e fe n d in g  N atu re  in 
th e  p re se n t legal es tab lishm en t a re  
very  lim ite d , b ecau se  on ly  h u m a n  
in terests  a re  b e in g  taken  in to  consid 
e ra tio n ; a n d  a m o n g  these  in terests 
the  ones th a t p red o m in a te  a re  n e a r
ly a lw a y s  th o s e  t h a t  f a v o u r  th e  
d e p re d a t io n  o f  th e  n a tu ra l w orld . 
T h e  in te rests  o f  those  w ho p ro m o te  
actions th a t affect N a tu re  belong  to 
p erso n s  w ho ex ist a n d  a re  know n; 
th e  sam e is tru e  o f  th e  con ten ts o f  
th ese  in te res ts ; o f  th e ir  m otivation  
a n d  objective. O n  the  contrary , the 
subject o f  th e  in te rests  on  which the 
d e f e n c e  o f  N a tu r e  is b a s e d  v ery  
o ften  lacks p rec ise  d e fin itio n . T h e  
r e s u l t  is a n  e v id e n t  lack  o f  leg a l 
eq u ilib riu m  betw een  the  aggressors 
a n d  the  d e fe n d e rs  o f  N atu re , w hich 
m eans th a t the  fo rm e r com e o u t as 
w in n e rs  from  n e a rly  all th e  s itu a 
tions.

T h is  ‘in fe rio rity ’ th a t affects th e  
d e fe n d e rs  o f  N a tu re  is th e  co n se 
q u e n c e  o f  th e ir  n o t b e in g  ab le  to  
p le a d  th e ir  cause  in  a s tra ig h tfo r 
w ard  way: they ca n n o t speak in the 
nam e o f  N a tu re  an d  on  b eh a lf  o f  its 
o w n  in te r e s t s ,  b u t  a r e  fo rc e d  to  
re so rt to  th e  aid o f  h u m a n  in terests 
a n d  p erso n s supposed ly  affected by 
the  acts in question .
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PHOTOGRAPH: ALAN DETRICHNature reclaims her rights.

T h e re  is an  obvious rem ed y  for 
the  legal inequality, am o u n tin g  to  a 
lack o f  equitab leness o r  justice: it is 
the recogn ition  o f  N a tu re  as a legal 
en tity  possessing au to n o m o u s in te r 
ests th a t deserve to be p ro tec ted  by 
law as rights.

T h e  acceptance am o n g  legal p e r 
sons o f  the  righ ts o f  N a tu re  does not 
pose  a p ro b lem  from  th e  p o in t o f

view o f legal doc trine . A g rea t p e r 
cen tage  o f  th e  legal p erso n s now a
days ex isting  be lo n g  to th e  category  
o f  a rtific ia l p e rso n s  rec o g n ize d  by 
law w ith  full capacity  to  h o ld  a n d  
exercise righ ts. M any o f  th em  consti
tu te  fo r tu n e s  d e d ic a te d  to  c e r ta in  
a im s q u ite  d if fe re n t fro m  n a tu ra l  
p ersons. N a tu re  cou ld  be classified 
in  th is  g ro u p , b e in g  b o th  c re a to r

a n d  c re a tio n . N a tu re  is essen tially  
th e  w hole o f  th e  n a tu ra l  w orld : a 
vast fo rtu n e  d ed ica ted  to  the  aim  o f  
the d eve lopm en t o f  life an d  its env i
ro n m en t.

.Although th e  law is free  to  c reate  
com pletely  artificial legal p ersons as 
a m eans o f  fu rth e r in g  ju stice , it m ust 
be s tre s sed  th a t  N a tu re ,  fa r  fro m  
b e in g  a f ic titio u s en tity , possesses

Resurgence No. 210 January/February 2002 2 5



rea l ex istence as a un iversa l m a n u 
fac tu rin g  body  th a t is firm ly s tru c 
t u r e d  a n d  o r g a n iz e d ,  e s s e n tia l ly  
d y n a m ic  a n d  p ro d u c t iv e ,  h a v in g  
fu n c tio n ed  w ithou t in te r ru p tio n  for 
b illions o f  years. Its reco g n itio n  co n 
stitu tes an  act o f  justice by w hich the 
law , a d v a n c in g  in  its  p r o c e s s  o f  
d e v e lo p m e n t, con firm s th e  d istinc
tive values in h e re n t in  th e  n a tu ra l 
w orld , leav ing  b eh in d  the  indefensi
b le an th ro p o c e n tr ic  vision o f  E arth  
acco rd in g  to  w hich th e  p la n e t an d  
all th a t  ex ists u p o n  it a re  b u t  the  
en v iro n m e n t o f  h u m a n k in d , having 
no  o th e r  value th a n  th e ir  usefulness 
fo r the  h u m a n  species.

T h e  d efence o f  N a tu re  com prises 
th e  d e fe n c e  o f  all a n d  each  o f  its 
co m p o n en ts ; N a tu re  itself as a u n i
versal entity. In  ecological m atte rs it 
is no t possible to recognize as legal 
perso n s th e  un its  o f  d iffe ren t levels 
th a t m ake up  th e  n a tu ra l w orld ; the 
close linkage an d  th e  dynam ic in te r 
re la tio n sh ip  th a t ex ist betw een  all o f  
th em  d o  not p e rm it th e ir  legal isola
tion. T h e ir  defence m u st necessarily  
be based  o n  the  fact th a t they are  
in te g ra l p a r ts  o f  a n  o rg an ic  w hole 
a n d  th a t th e  d am ag e  inflicted on  any 
o f  th e m  in  so m e  w ay a f fe c ts  all 
N a tu re ; on ly  th u s  th e  d efen ce  will 
have its p ro p e r  force. In  this respect, 
J o h n  D o n n e’s w ords a re  applicable: 
“ n o  m a n  is a n  i s l a n d ,  e n t i r e  in  
its e lf”, b u t “a piece o f  th e  con tinen t, 
a  p a r t o f  th e  E a r th ”, a n d  “if  th e  sea 
ca rries  away a p o r tio n  o f  the  land , 
all E u ro p e  will be d im in ish ed .”

ONLY FROM AN ex trem ely  lim ited  
v iew point can  it be m a in ta in ed  that 
th e  d e f e n c e  o f  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  
N a tu re  is co n tra ry  to  h u m a n  in te r 
es ts . S in ce  h u m a n k in d  is p a r t  o f  
N a tu re  in  a  w ide sense, h u m a n  fate 
is indissolubly  linked  to  th a t o f  the 
en tire  n a tu ra l w orld. T h e  conserva
t io n  o f  a c o m p le te  a n d  h e a l th y  
N a tu re  is, consequently , in the  in te r
est o f  h u m a n k in d , w hich m eans tha t 
the  d efe n d ers  o f  N a tu re  a re  also the 
d e fe n d e rs  o f  h u m an ity ; conversely, 
those  w ho attack  N atu re , m oved by 
s h o r t- s ig h te d  h u m a n  in te re s ts ,  in 
th e  e n d  a t ta c k  h u m a n k in d  itself, 
th re a te n in g  its fu tu re  to g e th e r  with 
the  fu tu re  o f  th e  w hole o f  N a tu re .

Such a re  th e  considerations tha t 
m o v e  p e o p l e  to  u n d e r t a k e  th e  
defence o f  N a tu re , assum ing  its re p 
re se n ta tio n . T h o se  w ho ac t in  this 
capacity  shou ld  be du ly  qualified  or 
officially ap p o in ted  legal en tities o r

n a t u r a l  p e r s o n s .  T h e  o f f i c i a l  
a p p o i n t e e s  w o u ld  b e  a k in d  o f  
‘o m b u d sm a n ’ fo r N a tu re  w ho take 
charge  o f  th e  com plain ts o r  pe titions 
m ade  to th em  in defence o f  th e  n a t
u ra l world.

It m ust be stressed  th a t th e  legal 
reco g n itio n  o f  N a tu re  only  aim s a t 
g iving it a voice in m a tte rs  affecting  
it, so th a t its in te rests  a re  taken  in to  
account a n d  duly  p o n d e re d  in re la 
tion  to  th e  o p p o sin g  h u m a n  in te r 
ests. T h e  question  is n o t th a t N a tu re  
shou ld  always com e o u t o n  top , b u t 
th a t it sh o u ld  be h e a rd  as a p a rty  
w 'hose in te re s ts  a re  re c o g n iz e d  by 
law in cond itions equal to  those  o f  
h u m a n  in terests.

T h e  re c o g n itio n  o f  N a tu re  as a 
legal p e rso n  p u rsu es  th e  es tab lish 
m e n t  o f  a b a l a n c e d  s i t u a t i o n  
b e tw een  th e  p a rtie s  o f  all conflicts 
th a t in som e way affect th e  n a tu ra l 
w orld , in o rd e r  to a rriv e  a t equ itab le  
s o lu t io n s .  T h is  p r e m is e  le a d s  to  
n u m e r o u s  a d v a n ta g e o u s  c o n s e 
quences.

To hegin  w ith, th e re  is a psycho
logical effect o f  g rea t im portance : by 
o b ta in in g  th e  backing  o f  th e  law as a 
h o ld e r  o f  legally p ro tec ted  in te rests  
a n d  righ ts, N a tu re  com es to  occupy 
a position  th a t ten d s to  g ra n t it the  
respectfu l cons idera tion  o f  th e  com 
m unity ; in genera l, those  w ho ow n 
r ig h ts  a r e  r e s p e c te d ,  w h ile  th o s e  
w ho lack th e m  are  desp ised .

F rom  th e  p ro p erly  legal p o in t o f  
view, s e v e ra l w e ig h ty  a d v a n ta g e s  
m ust be m en tioned :

a) T h e  p rese n ce  o f  N a tu re  as a 
p a r ty  in  m a tte rs  c o r re sp o n d in g  to  
Ecological Law allows the  d u e  id e n 
tification o f  this b ran ch  o f  law as the  
o n e  th a t deals specifically w ith  th e  
p rob lem s arising  front the  re la tions 
betw een  peop le  an d  N atu re .

b) T h e  fact th a t acts d a m a g in g  
th e  n a tu ra l  w o rld  can  b e  ju d g e d  
d irectly  as acts o f  violation, w ithou t 
n eed  to find  an d  d e te rm in e  p ersons 
affected by them , m eans a  co n s id er
able sim plification o f  th e  tasks o f  the  
law an d  o f  those w ho app ly  it in eco
logical m atters.

c) T h e  adm ission  o f  N a tu re  in to  
th e  legal e s tab lish m en t p ro d u c e s  a 
v igourization  o f  the provisions p ro 
tecting  the  n a tu ra l w orld. By accep t
in g  th a t  th is  w orld  is n o t ju s t  an  
a c c u m u la tio n  o f  g o o d s  se rv in g  as 
resources for peop le , b u t constitu tes 
N a tu re ’s u n iv e rsa l p ro p e r ty  w hich 
has its ow n value per se, in d e p e n d e n t 
o f  any possible h u m a n  use, it has to

be co n c lu d ed  th a t th e  onus probandi 
in th e  m a t te r  m u s t  b e  in v e r te d :  
in stead  o f  s ta rtin g  o u t from  the  p re 
s u m p tio n  th a t  th e  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  
th e  n a tu ra l w o rld  as such  a re  n o t 
good  fo r a n y th in g  a n d  m ay be freely 
a l te re d  o r  d es tro y e d , ex cep t if  the  
u se fu ln e ss  o f  th e ir  co n se rv a tio n  is 
p ro v en , ju d g m e n ts  have to  be based 
on th e  co n tra ry  p re su m p tio n  th a t all 
th a t  ex is ts  in  N a tu r e  is g o o d  fo r 
so m e th in g  in th e  c o n tex t o f  this ‘life 
business’ a n d  m u st th e re fo re  be p re 
served , unless it can  be p roved  th a t 
th e re  is a su p e rio r  in te re s t th a t ju s t i
fies a n  a l te r a t io n  o r  d e s tru c t io n .  
Likewise, the  reco g n itio n  o f  N atu re  
as h o ld e r  o f  a un iversa l p ro p e r ty  o f 
vital im p o rta n ce  fo r th e  p lanet leads 
to th e  conclusion th a t h u m a n  righ ts 
o f  p ro p e r ty  o n  n a tu ra l  objects a re  
lim ited  in  th e ir  use by th e  ‘n a tu ra l 
fu n ctio n ’ they  have to  com ply with, 
in th e  sam e way in w hich the righ ts 
o f  p ro p e r ty  on any object a re  subject 
to th e  d em an d s  o f  th e ir  ‘social func
tio n ’.

d) Finally, th e  legal reco g n itio n  
o f  N a tu re  favours th e  un ification  o f  
Ecological Law th ro u g h o u t the  d if
fe ren t legislations by p ro v id in g  the 
ru le s  p ro te c tin g  th e  n a tu ra l w orld  
w ith a com m on d en o m in ato r, based 
on  th e  need s o f  th e  b io sp h e re  an d  
n o t on  th e  subjective a n d  frag m en t
e d  in te rests  o f  h u m a n  g roups.

F acing  th e  d ifficu lt a n d  u rg e n t 
task o f  e n d e av o u rin g  to  re-establish 
th e  ecological balance on o u r  p lanet, 
th e  la w -m a k ers  a n d  law yers fo rm  
o n e  o f  th e  g ro u p s  th a t have g rea te r  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  as  w e ll  a s  g r e a t e r  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  o f  a s s u m in g  th a t  
task . By d e c id e d ly  p ro m o tin g  th e  
d ev e lo p m en t o f  law bey o n d  its p r e 
sen t lim its th ro u g h  th e  adm ission o f 
N a tu re  as a legal p e rso n , they are  in 
a position  to establish a situation  o f  
legal eq u ilib r iu m  w hich, th an k s to 
th e  force o f  law as a g u id e  o f  h u m a n  
c o n d u c t, m ay pow erfu lly  in flu en ce  
th e  e ffo rts  to  re -e s ta b lish  th e  lost 
ecological equ ilib rium . As m en an d  
w om en ded ica ted  to  b rin g in g  abou t 
ju stice , th e  ju r is ts  a re , a t the sam e 
tim e , u n d e r  sp ec ia l re sp o n s ib ility  
w ith  re g a rd  to  th e  task o f  en su rin g  
ju s tice  in h u m a n  re la tionsh ip s w ith 
N atu re . T h e re  is little d o u b t th a t the 
m a jo rity  o f  th e m  a re  conscious o f  
this cha llenge a n d  willing to assum e 
it to  the  best o f  th e ir  abilities. •

Godofredo Stutzin is a lawyer working in 
Chile.
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L E T T E R  F R O M C U B A

M aintaining the m agic o f city life.

H A V A N A  

D A Y D R E A M I N G

City life, H avana, Cuba
PHOTOGRAPH: HUMPHREY EVANS/CORDAIY PHOTO LIBRARY

A FEW M O N T H S  a g o  I fo  u n d  m y s e l f  o n  a 
beach with my old friend M onte speculating about 
what would be the nex t big place, the ‘new Prague’, 

w here bright young N orth Americans would gather to soak 
up Old World charm  and bohem ian energy. It had been 
B arcelona in the  eighties. K athm andu in the  seventies. 
Rom e and T angiers in the fifties. Paris in the twenties. 
W here next? We had ou r guesses: Kerala; Tallinn; Antigua; 
Ulan Bator; Tripoli.

But it’s a sure bet that the immediately upcom ing Mecca 
for hip wayfarers is Havana. O f course! La H abana. Colonial 
capital, the sultry hothouse for musical cross-pollination, the 
viciously reviled (and naively w orshipped) g round  zero o f a 
revolutionary experim en t in social equity and  com m and- 
contro l economics. H avana is unquestionably one o f the 
most interesting spots on Earth.

I SPENT TWO WEEKS there  in 1983 and was enchanted. T he 
gorgeously gracious Spanish architecture, the bustling p u b 

lic squares, the jazz and sun and rum ba rhythm s, the whole 
city ready to dance at the h rst notes o f a ho rn  o r guitar, the 
C aribbean breezes that seem to carry secrets for relaxed, 
refreshing, rom antic living. Novelist G raham  G reene, in his 
1958 spy com edy Our M an in H avana  observed, “To live in 
Havana was to live in a factory that tu rned  out hum an  beau
ty.” T h ree  years earlier, Esquire m agazine’s racy correspon
den t Helen Law renson proclaim ed it “the sexiest city in the 
world. T h ere  seems to be som ething in the air o f Havana 
which has a curious chemical effect on Anglo-Saxons, dis
solving their inhibitions and intensifying their libidos.”

T he C uban revolution changed little o f that, as far as I 
could tell. “H avana is still the bright, bustling carnival that 
travel agents touted  in the fifties,” I repo rted  to the readers 
o f In  These Times. “W hatever its o the r trium phs and failures, 
the C uban experim en t has proved with glittery glory that 
socialism does not have to be synonym ous with guarded, 
grey grim ness.”

H avana somehow7 seems to unfasten  the tight bindings of 
m odern  existence. “It is a place w here no th ing  ever happens 
according to p lan ,” Helen Law renson observed, “but any
th ing  else can happen  an d  usually does. You never meet 
anyone you’re supposed to m eet; you never get anyplace on 
tim e; you never do any o f the things you put down on your 
list as im portant; you never see what you m eant to see; and 
you don ’t give a dam n .”

I, too, was delighted by the loose, lively way in which life 
unfo lds th e re , accord ing  to its own fine p a tte rn s  -  this 
exquisite feeling, experienced most often outside the bor
ders o f  Am ericanized frenzy.

ONLY NINETY MILES from  Florida but off-limits for over 
fo u r decades, H avana stan d s as an  a llu rin g  a ttrac tio n . 
Already it’s popu lar w'ith E uropeans and Latin Americans as 
well as en terprising  Yanquis w7ho find a w'ay a round  the State 
D epartm en t’s travel ban. As soon as Fidel Castro dies o r the 
US trade em bargo is lifted, Americans will descend on the 
C uban capital like a gold rush.

Revelling in my m em ories of Havana, I can’t help but 
panic at the though t o f tourists and developers invading 
from  the no rth . “H avana is still H avana because o f  the 
C uban revolution,” explains the celebrated urbanist archi
tect Andres Duany. “Mexico City, Caracas, Rio, and other 
once-splendid Latin  A m erican capitals have been d im in
ished by thoughtless A m erican-insp ired  developers who 
erased these cities’ architectural integrity and Latin soul.” 

C om m unist planners left the city alone in part because 
they couldn’t m uster the money to wreck it. With the help 
o f UNESCO, they preserved the charm ing Old H avana qu ar
ter, but when I was there, plans w'ere on the draw ing-board 
for dem olishing most o f the classic Central H avana district. 
It was saved, thankfully, by the same economic crisis that 
transform ed Cuba into a world leader in organic farm ing 
and bicycle transportation .

Duany worries that the C uban governm ent after Castro 
exits w ill b ring  all kinds of developm ent into the heart o f 
Havana. He urges Cubans to look past typical W estern all- 
for-the-auto urban planning  and take lessons from  Paris, 
Stockholm , and  Portland , O regon , in p ro m o tin g  u rb an  
growth that m aintains the magic o f city life.

And this is a m atter o f som ething m ore than architectural 
aesthetics. T h e  spirit, the character, even the sexiness o f a 
place, depend  011 the look o f its buildings and the feel o f its 
streets. It would be a tragedy if, in em bracing Havana, we 
destroyed the very things that attracted us to this lovely city 
in the first place. •

ja y  Walljasper is Editor o f Utrie Reader.
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M O R N I N G  G L O R Y
R e f l e c t i o n s  o n  a  m o r n i n g  s p e n t  a t  t h e  f i r s t  

R e s u r g e n c e  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  A m e r i c a .

S U Z I  G A B L I K

T O PICTURE OMEGA Insti
tu te , the  ce n tre  fo r sp iritu 
al a n d  ho listic  e d u c a tio n  
th a t was th e  b ack d ro p  for 

R esurgence's  co n fe re n c e  on  ‘G lobal 
S u s ta in a b il i ty ’, im a g in e  a k in d  o f  
p lay g ro u n d  o f  th e  gods, set d ee p  in 
the  w oods o f  u p s ta te  New York and  
o rn a m e n te d  w ith a lovely lake. T h e  
d a te  is 7 th  S ep tem b er 2001; all o f  us 
h e re  still h av e  o u r  in n o c en c e  an d  
are  living in a sw eet k ind  o f  peace. It 
is th e  first m o rn in g  o f  th e  co n fe r
ence; I ge t u p  early  e n o u g h  to  see 
the  su n  rise th ro u g h  im possibly g o r
geous veils o f  mist d riftin g  over the 
lake. W ith th e  sky w ra p p ed  in p ink, 
I d o  my T ’ai C hi on  the  beach , p re 
te n d in g  to  be a figu re  in a  C hinese 
scroll. A nd in th e  spell o f  this b eau ti
ful in te rw o rld  so m ew h ere  betw een  
th e  senses a n d  the  sp iritua l, I abso
lu tely know  th a t we a re  angels o f  the 
E arth .

In  anybody’s life, th e re  a re  good 
m orn ings an d  bad. Som etim es, if  you 
a re  lucky, in  the  hou rs betw een b reak
fast an d  lunch , you m ight ju s t  find 
yourself hav ing  a m o rn in g  o f  sheer 
glory. Leaving the  lake, I head  over 
for breakfast on  the porch  o f  O m ega’s 
d in in g -ro o m , an d  from  th e re  m ake 
my way the  sho rt distance over to the 
m ain  c o n fe re n c e  h a ll w h ere  A nita 
R odd ick , H azel H e n d e rso n , Jam es 
H illm an a n d  P eter M atth iessen  are 
schedu led  to  speak —  back-to-back, 
all before lunch.

Now im ag ine a possible scene in 
which Plato, A ristotle, Socrates, and 
p erh a p s  E u rip id es a re  seated  u n d e r 
an  olive tree  sip p in g  w ine an d  d ia
logu ing  ab o u t the fate o f  th e  R ep u b 
lic. W hat w ould  it take to  m ake the 
w orld  a b e t te r  place? H ow  can we 
b u i ld  s u s ta in a b le  b r id g e s  to  th e  
f u tu r e ?  W h a t  is e n v i r o n m e n ta l  
ex ce llen ce?  W h a t is social ju stice?

T h e  n ig h t before, in betw een  dis

cussing  th e  exp losive  gap  b e tw een  
rich an d  poor, global env ironm en ta l 
d e te r io ra tio n , c o rp o ra te  tra n s g re s 
sions, fossil fuels a n d  so la r pow er, 
L ester B row n h ad  cited  th e  B erlin  
Wall com ing  dow n as an  exam ple  o f  
su d d e n  a n d  u n p red ic tab le  changes 
t h a t  c a n  h a p p e n .  C h a n g e  w as  
inevitable, he said, b u t can it h ap p e n  
fast enough? T h e  question  hovered  
in ev ery o n e’s m ind  th ro u g h o u t the 
co n fe re n ce , w eaving  itse lf  th ro u g h  
conflicting elem ents o f  op tim ism  an d  
p essim ism , leav ing  its traces  u p o n  
th e  d ichotom y o f h o p e  an d  despair, 
an d  p ro d u c in g  m any variations on  a 
s in g le  th e m e : how  ca n  w e m a k e  
change h ap p e n  m ore quickly?

B ut change, w hen  it com es, may 
look d iffe ren t from  w hat we th o u g h t. 
N o  o n e  p r e s e n t  in  th e  r o o m  a t  
O m e g a  on  th a t  g lo r io u s  m o rn in g  
co u ld  have  im a g in e d  th a t, a  m e re  
fo u r days later, on  11 th  Septem ber, 
th e re  w ould be an  a lto g e th er d iffer
en t k ind  o f  m o rn in g  —  convulsive, 
b ru ta l, sickening —  in which, m a te ri
alizing o u t o f  now here, two hijacked 
p la n es  w ou ld  in te n tio n a lly  p lu n g e  
stra igh t in to  the  tw in tow ers o f  the 
W orld T rade  C en tre  in low er M an
hattan . No one w ould have believed 
th a t h u n d re d s  o f  gallons o f  fuel an d  
hu m an  fre igh t w ould ex p lo d e  in to  a 
m u rd e ro u s  fireball —  and , b lossom 
ing like a lu rid  flower from  th e  side 
o f  on e  tower, cause th e  en tire  bu ild 
ing  to  collapse to  the  g ro u n d , killing 
th o u san d s o f  peop le, an d  in jecting  a 
g risly , im m u ta b le  t e r r o r  in to  th e  
h e a r t o f  th e  A m erican  p eo p le . O n  
th a t m orn ing , th e  w orld  d id  change: 
we all felt it. B ut th e re  was no  way to 
know  for su re  if these changes w ould 
kill o r  cure. W hen change is neces
sary, an d  is no t u n d e rta k en  v o lu n ta r
ily, it can, w ith vicious suddenness, 
arrive  u n b id d e n  on its own.
I KNEW I HAD stum bled  on  a re li

able g u id e  fo r h ig h lig h tin g  th e  very 
d iffe ren t personalities w ho spoke to 
us so e lo q u e n tly  th a t  m o rn in g  at 
O m eg a  as soon as I rea d  this quo te , 
by  G re g o r y  B a te s o n ,  w h ic h  w as 
p r in te d  on a flyer fo r a collaborative 
a r t  exh ib itio n  in P rovidence, R hode 
Is lan d , called ‘G aia D ialogues’ th a t 
was in my mail w hen  I got hom e. 
“W hat is th e  p a tte rn  w hich connects 
th e  c r a b  to  th e  lo b s t e r  a n d  th e  
o rc h id  to  th e  p r im ro se , an d  all o f  
th e m  to  m e an d  m e to  you?” Im m e
diately  I saw b iza rre  p o in ts  o f  resem 
blance.

A nita R oddick was m ost certain ly  
th e  o rch id  —  a trop ical, showy flow
e r  w ho m ade  us laugh . H azel H e n 
d erso n , solar theo logist, p u t on e  in 
m in d  o f  th e  p r im ro se . H alf-b itte r, 
h a l f - s c e p t ic a l ,  P e te r  M a tth ie s s e n  
u n q u e s tio n a b ly  h a d  a s tro n g  soul 
connection  w ith th e  crab. In d ee d , he 
w as a g o d ly  fo rc e  o f  c ra b b in e s s , 
ad m ittin g  to  so m uch  a n g e r  —  abou t 
th e  ravenous d es tru c tio n  o f  e n v iro n 
m en t, ind ig en o u s peop les an d  b iod i
versity —  th a t h e  to ld  us he m igh t 
ju s t have to d isrobe as a  Zen priest. 
T h a t  left Ja m es  H illm an  iden tified  
w ith  th e  lo b s te r , a s tro n g -c la w e d  
crustacean , re d  w hen  boiled. Possi
bly th e  m ost ‘su rre a lis tic ’, it d id n ’t 
seem  a n  in a p p ro p r ia te  sym bol fo r 
this ra th e r  crusty  P an-theist, always 
clad in a co lourfu l shell o f  im ag ina
tion  a n d  feeling.

R oddick spoke first, a rg u in g  th a t 
business c a n n o t be se p a ra te d  from  
h u m a n  righ ts a n d  com m unity  ethics, 
a n d  claim ing th a t poverty  in o th e r  
co u n tries  is the  b iggest p rob lem  —  
a n d  th a t  it is b e in g  system atically  
ig n o red  by big business a n d  g o v ern 
m en t. G ettin g  th ro u g h  to  the  peop le  
w ho ju s t  w an t to  m axim ize profits is 
o n e  aspect o f  the  p rob lem ; p ro tec t
ing  w orkers from  being  exp lo ited  by 
c o rp o ra te  m an ag ers  is ano ther. As if 
in  so m e  w o n d e r f u l  c o s m ic o m ic , 
R oddick to ld  us th a t h e r  six-year-old 
g r a n d d a u g h te r  is now  a v ig ilan te  
c o n s u m e r  w a tch d o g . She a n d  h e r  
friends go in to  stores a n d  co n fro n t 
s h o p k e e p e r s  by a s k in g  “W as th is  
p ro d u c t m ade  by sweaty ch ild ren ?”

“I t ’s carn ival against cap ita l,” she 
d ec la red , p ro m o tin g  h e r  p a rticu la r  
b ra n d  o f  ce lebra to ry  resistance. Like 
t h e  1 5 ,0 0 0  I n d i a n  f a r m e r s  sh e  
described  as sp e n d in g  an  en tire  day 
l a u g h in g  o u t s id e  a g o v e r n m e n t  
office in In d ia  un til th e  g o v ern m en t 
c o lla p se d , R o d d ic k ’s o v e r - th e - to p  
h u m o u r  b ro u g h t th e  h o u se  dow n
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every tim e she spoke. “I was put 
on the p lanet to do m ore than 
s e ll  p r o d u c t s ,” sh e  d e c la r e d  
emphatically.

“H ow can we release ourselves 
from the idea that the m oney sys
tem is the only gam e in town?”, 
Hazel H enderson asked, follow
in g  provocatively  on  Roddick's 
heels. Brainy and iconoclastic —  
and a w orld  e x p e r t  on  g re en  
technologies and solar/hydrogen  
power —  H enderson steered us 
in the direction o f  healthier, well- 
m anaged econom ies which would  
function within ecologically sus
tainable param eters. O ur obses
s io n a l f ix a t io n  on  th e  p r o f it  
m otive and the GNP keeps us in 
thrall to com petitive, m oney-driv
en behaviours when we could cre
ate instead alternative systems o f  
t r a d e  m o d e l le d  d ir e c t ly  on  
nature’s processes rather than on  
m anaged scarcity. In H enderson’s 
estim ation, econom ics is a form o f  
brain damage.

It has been said that a nation 
is not lost as long as the hearts o f  its 
w om en are still high. Only w hen the 
w om en’s hearts are on the ground is 
it all finished and the nation dies. 
T h e personal velocity o f  both these 
w o m en  to g e th e r  g e n e r a te d  such  
irreverent, almost ecstatic, fem inine 
en er g y  that m any p e o p le  in  the  
room  found them selves w ondering  
what America would be like if they 
were in charge o f  running the coun
try. Perhaps, 4.5% o f  the w orld ’s 
population m ight not be consum ing  
30% o f  the world’s resources.

T his would definitely be a hard 
act to follow. T he two male speakers, 
however, proved m ore than up to 
the task, giving us a com plem entary  
d ose o f  psychically raw m asculine  
en ergy , p e n e tr a t in g  r ig h t to the  
bone. Hillm an spoke first, in light
ning flashes.

“W hat is it that’s resurging?”, he 
asked us. T he question was boom ed  
out at full tilt. It’s the environm ent 
—  c o m in g  b ack  o u t  o f  d e n ia l ,  
oppression, subjugation, repression. 
It’s the anima muncli, the world soul. 
And it’s the gods, w hom  w e’ve so 
carelessly excluded from the events 
and things o f  this world. Look any
where else, H illm an said, and you  
will find spirits everywhere. But our 
society  rejects this as ‘p agan ism ’. 
T h e  re p r essed  re tu rn s, h ow ever, 
with a vengeance —  as a sym ptom  
or a disease or a disorder. T he old

Relaxing by the lake p h o t o g r a p h : o m e g a  i n s t i t u t e

g o d s , H illm a n  w a rn ed  u s, h ave  
b ecom e a n egative  force w ork ing  
against us, in the form  o f  Funda
m en ta lism  —  th e ir  v ir tu es  h ave  
turned into vices.

And then, just as he said, it hap
pen ed . Four days later, the world  
was drawn into a Holy War. T h e god  
o f  m ateria lism  rece iv ed  a m ortal 
blow. Should we be a tiny bit envious 
o f his intuitions and his prophecies?

“We want the world to stay h ere,” 
H illm a n  b o o m e d  in c o n c lu s io n .  
“N ot because o f  ideas about sustain
ability but out o f  instinctual desire 
—  because we fall in love with it. We 
need to break all these envelopes, so 
that we can fall in love With the  
world’s beauty instead o f  reducing it 
to econom ics and sc ien ce .” In his 
brilliant and unorthodox way, H ill
man has always b een  a m aster at 
crafting mythic m anifestos. But on  
this particular m orning it was as if  
he had put everyone under a spell.

Peter M atthiessen, as final speak
er o f  the m orning, proved to be the 
intriguing counterw eight —  a tough  
custom er w ho refused to soften or 
blunt his sharp ed ges in ord er to 
b ecom e m ore ‘a u d ie n c e-fr ie n d ly ’. 
"It’s too late for nature-writing,” he 
said, hitting hard right o ff the bat. 
“You have to be an activist-ranter  
now, and a pain in the butt.” Which 
is precisely what he was, som etim es 
throw ing his m anuscript pages on

the floor, refusing to stop in time 
fo r  lu n c h , a n d  a ll th e  w h ile  
sprouting denunciations like dan
delions across a sea o f  concerned  
faces.

“W ho doesn’t fear our efforts 
may be too little and too late? We 
have a great country and it pisses 
m e o ff to see how we debase our
selves,” he said. “It pisses m e off  
to see how apathetic and spoiled  
we are.” Driven nuts by the sheer 
waste o f  the nuclear sh ield , for 
instance, M atthiessen dramatical
ly p rocla im ed  the obvious: the 
sam e m o n ey  w o u ld  b e p ut to 
m uch better use invested in envi
ronm ental clean-up. T here is still 
no m easurable progress against 
pollution or population, he com 
p la in e d .  “A n d  n o w  w e w a n t  
clones! Is that insane or what?”

At no point d id  M atthiessen  
attem pt to tem p er his seeth in g  
im p a tie n c e  w ith co r p o r a tio n s .  
T hey w on’t change, he warned, 
because they’re trapped in their 
ow n log ic . (“We ow e it to th e  

sto ck h o ld e rs  to g o u g e  y o u r eyes  
ou t.”) H e knew he risked sounding  
obsessional and reactionary, but he 
didn’t care. “I d on ’t trust corporate 
p e o p le . T h is  m erch a n t m en ta lity  
didn’t use to be so highly regarded, 
but now m anagers have usurped the 
place o f  philosophers and sham ans.” 

Despite the danger o f  sounding  
like ‘Dr D oom ’, he inform ed us that 
he w ou ld  not en d  on  an u pb eat 
note. Instead M atthiessen issued a 
caveat. W ithout sp ir itu a l ch an ge, 
w e’re not going to make the neces
sary turnaround. W ithout spiritual 
rebirth, the world is doom ed. And 
having sounded the alarm —  which, 
by the way, 1 totally agree with —  
M atth iessen  en d ed  w ith this lin e  
from one o f  my favourite poem s by 
Antonio Machado: “What have you 
d o n e  w ith  th e  g a r d e n  th a t was 
entrusted to you?”

D oes any q u e stio n  ex is t  m ore  
pow erful than this? Shall we ever 
succeed in realizing the truth? •

T h is  y ea r ’s Resurgence  C on feren ce  
w ill take p lace from  5-8th Septem ber  
at the O m ega In stitu te , R h inebeck , 
N ew  York.

Suzi Gablik is a freelance writer living in 
Blacksburg, VA. H er forthcom ing book, 
Living the M agical Life: An Oracular 
Adventure, will be published by Phanes 
Press in 2002.
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LOCAL FOOD
G L O B A L  S O L U T I O N S

C O L I N  H I N E S  

M o v i n g  t h e  a n t i - g l o b a l i z a t i o n  m o v e m e n t  “ f r o m  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  p r o p o s i t i o n ” .

I  WAS SITTING next to an envi
ronm entalist friend with whom  
I h a v e  w o r k e d  o v e r  t h e  
d ecad es, at yet an oth er h uge  

public m eeting on globalization. The  
eloqu en t speakers were p iling one  
h orror story u p on  a n o th er  to an 
a u d ie n c e  w ho had com e b ecau se  
th e y  a lr e a d y  k n ew  to o  w ell th e  
adverse effects o f  the process. When 
a break was announced, my neigh
bour turned to m e and said despair
ingly: “Thank goodness now I can 
go to the loo and slit my veins! Why 
do they do this to us; why don’t we 
ever hear detailed answers and solu
tions to discuss?” T hus was born the 
idea behind a day in July last year 
given over to ‘Local Food —  Global 
Solutions’.

Its purpose was threefold. Firstly, 
to recogn ize  that food  is the one  
issue that can really bring hom e to a 
wide range o f  people what is wrong  
with globalization. Secondly, to link 
the myriad exam ples o f  what people 
are d o in g  on  the grou n d  to take 
back control o f  the food econom y  
from  big business with the overarch
ing national and international poli
cies n eed ed  to turn these isolated  
exam ples into the norm. Thirdly, to 
com e up w ith practical cam paign  
ideas for what to do next and to pass 
such inform ation, analysis and ideas 
on to all such future m eetings.

This approach was felt crucial to 
e n s u r e  th a t th e  m o v e m e n t as a 
whole shifts its stance from opposi
tion to proposition. To stop merely  
detailing the horror stories, with a 
few  e n d -o f - th e - tu n n e l  s o lu t io n s  
t h r o w n  in ,  a lm o s t  as an  
afterthought. Instead, to help build 
the wider m ovem ent’s involvem ent 
through a set o f  policies that could

actually bring about radical change  
in direction o f  the global economy.

T h e first part o f  the Local Food 
—  Global Solutions event brought 
together around sixty peop le from  
the UK and Europe who had exp eri
ence o f  working on UK food issues, 
European food policy and the World 
T rade O rganization  (WTO). T h ey  
split into three seminars to attempt 
to p ut forw ard p ositive  so lu tio n s  
based on local food  system s. T h e  
participants were asked to propose  
how  to c h a n g e  th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  
British  agricu ltu re p ost-foo t-an d -  
m outh, and to shift the goal o f  the 
C om m on Agricultural Policy (CAP) 
and the WTO’s Agreem ent on Agri
cu ltu re  away from  a g r ib u s in e ss ’s 
agenda, towards the encouragem ent 
and protection o f  smaller-scale, sus
tainable production for m ore local 
consum ption.

IN THE UK GROUP it was recognized  
that the foot-and-m outh debacle is 
resulting in the potential for a radi
cal rethink o f  UK agriculture away 
fro m  th e  p r e s e n t  e m p h a s is  on  
increasingly intensive and exp ort-  
orien tated  p rod uction . T h ere  is a 
rising call for m ore local, less-inten
s iv e  fo o d  p r o d u c t io n  a n d  th e  
rebuilding o f  rural econom ies. H ow 
ever, th e p artic ip an ts re co g n iz ed  
that a post-foot-and-m outh agenda  
cou ld  be hijacked by m ore status 
quo interests. They will want to use 
it as an excuse to speed up the buy
out o f  small farmers and continue to 
call for the inevitability o f  the need  
for  m o re  ‘e f f ic ie n t ’ a g r ic u ltu r e .  
Som e limited funds will be proposed  
for environm ental upkeep in rural 
areas and en ou gh  aid for a n iche  
m arket organic sector to keep the

superm arket shelves stocked.
Michael Hart, a farmer from the 

Small and Family Farmers’ Alliance, 
pointed out that, although farmers’ 
markets and box schem es were wel
com e ways to link som e farmers with 
local consum ers, much m ore funda
m ental changes were needed to pro
tect sm all and fam ily  farm ers to 
ensure that they could make a living.

T h e answer for him was similar to 
th a t  d e b a te d  in th e  E u r o p e a n  
group. It consisted o f  paying p ro
portionately high prices for the level 
o f  p rod u ction  feasible for a small 
farmer to survive, and then progres
sively less for larger farmers. T he  
latter always claim they are “efficient 
an d  c o m p e tit iv e ”, so p resum ably  
they could cope with a shift o f  subsi
dies from the large to the small. Sim 
ilarly the grants etc. for farm ing  
m ore environm entally should be in 
favour o f  the small farmer.

I n d e e d ,  su c h  id e a s  a re  n o w  
rea ch in g  ce n tr e-sta g e  in E u rop e, 
with the Green German Minister o f  
consum er protection, food and agri
cu ltu r e , R en ate K tinast, w arn in g  
that large farms will in future have 
to com p ete in the market without 
any European U nion (EU) subsidies. 
O rg a n ic  farm s a n d  sm all fam ily  
fa rm s w ill q u a lify  fo r  s u p p o r t .  
Kunast has also m ade clear that tbe 
b igger the organ ic sector the less 
m oney need be spent on cleaning up 
pollution and soil problem s created  
by large-scale conventional farms.

David Baldock o f  the Institute for 
European Environm ental Policy stat
ed that the current CAP is taking  
Europe gradually towards US-style 
reg ion a l sp ec ia liza tion , geared  to 
econom ies o f  scale for ‘cheap’ food  
and exports. This o f  course is the
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very opposite o f  local diversity. H ow
ever, until such tim e as a very differ
en t goa l is ach ieved  for th e CAP 
there were existing EU policy levers 
that cou ld  h elp  local p ro d u ctio n  
w ithin  th e p resen t p o licy  fra m e
work, but which w eren’t at present 
b e in g  a d e q u a te ly  tak en  u p . For 
exam ple, the policy o f  ‘m odulation’ 
ensures the legal ability o f  m em ber 
states to transfer up to 20% o f  the 
m oney at present spent on produc
tion subsidies towards environm en
tal an d  o th er  gran ts that can be 
m o r e  lo c a lly  ta r g e te d  a n d  c o n 
trolled. l'he French use this system  
to favour small farmers very much 
along the lines suggested by Michael 
Hart above, i.e. the first slice o f  the 
su b sid y  is n ot red u ced  for sm all 
farmers. T h e proceeds and addition
al national m oney can be spent on 
th e  p r e s e n t  R ural D e v e lo p m e n t  
Plans, which channels som e m oney  
into local organic farms, rather than 
traditional larger entities.

Britain and the rest o f  the EU 
countries could  therefore be p res
surized to m ove further along the 
F ren ch  p a th  o f  fa v o u r in g  sm a ll 
fa rm er s , b u t w ith  an  a d d it io n a l  
financial transfer to fund the build
ing-up o f  local food infrastructure, 
such as local producer co-operatives.

T h er e  was also g en era l a g r e e 
m en t about the n eed  to prop  up  
small producers via local markets as

soon as possible. O ne answer was the 
fact that there is currently a great 
opportunity to develop local sustain
able food through schools and other 
public sector catering such as hospi
tals and care hom es.

O f course, there are significant 
cultural and infrastructure barriers, 
and it was recognized that address
in g  th e s e  in  an in te g r a te d  way  
requires a partnership between dif
ferent organ izations with co m p le
m e n ta r y  r o le s . In  s c h o o ls ,  it is 
im portant to look at sustainable food  
in the curriculum  (including grow
ing food  in sch oo ls’ gardens) and  
s o u r c in g  h e a lth y  lo c a l fo o d  for  
school meals.

Sustain and T h e Foundation for 
Local Food Initiatives are working  
togeth er to d evelop  a broad cam 
paign on this issue. T h e aim is to 
build on the work o f  organizations 
individually and on exp erience from  
elsewhere (e.g. in France and Italy 
on school meals). To give an idea o f  
the significance o f  such a shift for 
UK farm ers, it has been  estim ated  
that if governm ent plans to ensure  
fruit con su m p tion  in schools used  
dom estic produce, then that could  
provide a m arket for a staggering  
40% o f  UK fruit production.

THE DAY ENDED with an even ing  
public m eeting that packed out the 
Conway Hall venue. It put forward

m an y  o f  th e  o v e r a r c h in g  p o licy  
changes that could ensure that local 
food becam e the norm , rather than 
the position today where it merely 
provides a few notable exceptions. 
As author o f  Localisation —  A Global 
Manifesto, I kicked the evening o ff by 
asserting that none o f  the range o f  
cam paigns aim ed at w inning really 
significant im provem ents, from food 
to developm ent, from environm ent 
to pensions and from schooling to 
health, had a chance o f  succeeding  
under the new theology o f  globaliza
tion.

To overcom e this, a new goal for 
w orld  trade and food p rod u ction  
was required —  to protect the local, 
g lo b a lly . To a c h ie v e  th is  w o u ld  
require an interconnected and self
re in fo rc in g  set o f  p o lic ies. T h ese  
in c lu d e  r e in tr o d u c in g  tariffs and  
quotas to protect the local econom y, 
a ‘site here to sell h ere ’ policy to 
overcom e th e threat o f  corporate  
relocation , a grou n d in g  o f  m oney  
within the region where it is gener
a t e d ,  g r a d u a l  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  
resource taxes to adequately protect 
the en viron m en t and pay for this 
very radical transition, and, finally, 
an in tern ation a list set o f  aid and  
trade rules that contributed to ‘local
ization’.

Caroline Lucas, the Green MEP, 
looked at ‘localization’ from a Euro
pean p erspective, not surprisingly
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since this was the election platform  
on which she was voted to the Euro
p ean  Parliam ent. She m ade clear 
that what she calls “the central curse 
o f  the CAP” is never ever discussed, 
m uch less addressed —  the curse o f  
e n fo r c e d  g lo b a l c o m p etit iv en ess .  
H aving spoken to many farmers in 
th e past m onths, the m essage she 
was g e tt in g  from  them  was clear. 
T h ey  perceive that they are being  
a sk ed  to  p e r fo r m  tw o  m u tu a lly  
ex c lu siv e  tasks sim u ltan eou sly: to 
achieve ever greater levels o f  inter
national com petitiveness, i.e. to be 
ev en  m ean er, leaner, com p etition  
against in tern ation a l costs; but at 
precisely the sam e time, to achieve 
higher standards o f  social, environ
m en ta l an d  an im al w elfare. T h is  
sim ply isn’t possible.

N ot only is this the m odel o f  agri
culture in the existing EU; it’s also 
th e m odel b ein g  prom oted  in the 
countries o f  Eastern Europe seeking  
to join  the EU —  often with disas
trou s resu lts. Take Poland. W hen  
Polish farmers are pitted in ruthless 
com petition  against the m ore ‘effi
cient’ existing EU m em ber states, it 
is likely that Poland will lose up to 
two m illion agricultural livelihoods.

Lucas was adamant that present 
p r o p o sa ls  fo r  g r e e n in g  th e  CAP 
w on’t be en ou gh , unless com bined  
with policies which specifically reject 
the n eed  to ruthlessly com pete on 
price in in ternational m arkets. As 
m ore consum ers, farmers and work
ers are experiencing the downsides 
o f  such globalization, now is the time 
to consider how this can be replaced  
w ith  ‘lo c a liz a t io n ’. D ra m a tica lly  
reducing world food trade and re- 
localizing production  m ust be cen
t r a l  to  t h e  d e b a t e  a b o u t  
tra n sfo rm in g  th e CAP —  in d e ed , 
fundam entally re-nationalizing agri
cu ltu r a l p o licy , d e c e n tr a liz in g  it 
w ith in  n a tio n s, an d  on ly  d ea lin g  
w ith tran sb ou n d ary  issu es at the  
European U nion level is the key.

Lucas insisted that the CAP must 
be replaced by a Localist Rural and 
Food Policy. Its goal w ould  be to 
keep production much closer to the 
point o f  consum ption  and to help  
protect and rebuild local econom ies 
a r o u n d  th e  w orld . Its m ea su res  
include the introduction o f  eco-taxa- 
tion to ensure that the real costs o f  
en vironm en tal dam age, unsustain
able production m ethods and long
distance trade are included  in the 
costs. It woidcl also prom ote the pro

duction o f  healthy foodstuffs by pro
v id in g  assistan ce for ch a n g e-o v er  
costs and m arketing to ensure that 
in ten sive  system s are rep laced  by 
m ore benign ones, such as organic 
farm ing.

To allow this to happen, over tim e 
im port controls would n eed  to be 
gradually re-introduced  to protect 
those goods which can be produced  
d o m estica lly  from  im p orts w hich  
co u ld  o th e rw ise  th r ea ten  su ch  a 
rediversification o f  national agricul
tural systems. This new policy would  
also end  the long-distance transport 
and live export o f  animals, restrict 
the concentration and market power 
o f  the major food retailers through  
new com petition laws, and encour
age rural regeneration and em ploy
ment.

THE LABOUR MP for N ottingham  
South, Alan Sim pson, described how  
last year he had put down a Food  
P o v er ty  E r a d ic a t io n  B ill in th e  
H ou se  o f  C om m on s. It p rop osed  
p lacin g  a duty on g o v ern m en t to 
eradicate food poverty within fifteen  
years.

H e also proposed a Producer Lia
bility Bill. It would cover genetically  
m o d if ie d  (GM) c r o p s ,  b u t  a lso  
e n c o u r a g e  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  
im p lic a t io n s  fo r  a g r ib u s in e s s  o f  
things like pesticides, herbicides and  
growth horm ones. Sim pson asserted 
that what has to be said is that “If  
your science is so good —  if you’re 
so convinced o f  its virtues w ithout 
consequences, then you have to take 
out com p reh en sive public liability  
insurance.” T h e industry knows that 
would kill o ff the GM crop agenda. 
T h ey  know  that not on ly  is their  
product unsellable, it’s also uninsur- 
able. Even NFU Mutual —  the main 
insurer for farmers —  is telling the 
farmers it won’t insure them  if they  
grow GM crops.

A lan  S im p so n  ca lled  for  loca l 
authorities to set up their own local 
food com m ission. Local authorities 
c o u ld  e x e r c is e  th e ir  d e m o c r a tic  
m andate by negotiating for safe food  
contracts and accountable food sup
pliers.

A jocular instance o f  what such a 
future could entail was recounted by 
Sim pson when he described how he 
was having a joke with a farmer who 
was a stall-holder at a farmers’ mar
ket. H e thought he would catch the 
farmer out and said, “O f course, you 
can’t tell m e the sell-by date. T h ere’s

no b ar-cod e.” T h e farmer replied, 
“N o , b u t w ou ld  th e  d u g-b y  d ate  
help? Because they were in my field 
yesterday afternoon. I brought them  
in this m orning and they’ll probably 
be on your plate this evening. Is that 
all right for you?”

TIM LANG, Professor o f  Food Policy, 
stated that the food m ovem ent has 
com e a long way. Years ago w hen he 
worked with the Food Commission, 
they were called Red Ken’s food ter
r o r is ts , an d  th e  F ood  L e n in is ts .  
Lang, being a vegetarian, was able to 
reply, “N o, w e’re Lentilists, thank  
you very m uch!” However, he felt 
that we are witnessing public policy 
failure. A new policy fram ework is 
required which will take an integrat
ed overview o f  the w hole food sys- 
t e m ;  o r g a n i z e  r e f o r m  in  
co lla b o ra tio n  w ith ou r E u rop ean  
partners; focus on food and environ
m ental quality, not just on price and 
quantity; rebuild local and regional 
food  su p p lies  to cut ‘food  m iles’; 
prom ote and protect ecological and 
public health; prioritize biodiversity 
throughout the food supply chain; 
ensure a healthy diet is available to, 
and affordable by, all, and ob lige  
firms in the food chain to internalize 
as many as possible o f  the costs that 
are currently externalized onto the 
public purse, consum ers and inno
cent third parties.

To a c h ie v e  th is ,  fo o d  p r ic e s  
should reflect the full costs o f  pro
duction. Food miles are a key indica
tor to im prove on, partly as this is a 
m atter o f  con su m er con sciousness  
and partly because food miles are a 
‘short-hand’ for energy use. A larger 
portion  o f  the value gen erated  in 
the food chain should accrue to the 
fa r m e r s  w h o  g row  th e  p r im a ry  
p ro d u cts . S h o r te n in g  th e su p p ly  
chain would help. Either the break
up o f  the big retail chains is needed  
or tight regulation  o f  com petition  
am ongst them , or both. Supporting  
sm a ll fa r m e r s  a n d  c u r b in g  th e  
pow er o f  superm arkets could thus 
lessen any price rises for the poor.

T h e  Food Standards A gency is 
sa fe ty -fo c u sse d , w hich  in L a n g ’s 
view is too narrow a remit. Instead  
he p rop oses a new N ational Food  
P o lic y  C o u n c i l  th a t  s h o u ld  b e  
req u ired  to  in te g r a te  c o m p e tin g  
dem ands o f  environm ent, safety and  
health with a sustainable rural econ
omy. Lang felt that ‘food poverty’ is 
the running sore o f  the current food
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system. 10-15% o f  U K  citizens can
not afford to eat an adequate diet. 
Key ways forward in clu d e raising  
the m inim um  wage and im proved  
access to shops. Diversity o f  shops is 
just as im p o r ta n t as d iv ersity  of 
crops.

T h e final speaker was the Indian  
a c t iv is t  an d  a c a d e m ic , V an d an a  
Shiva. As usual she gave an inspir
in g , im p a s s io n e d  s p e e c h , w h ich  
asserted that op en ing food markets 
to ex p o rts  was not th e answ er to 
rural poverty, but one o f  its causes. 
She explained  that the new threats 
to food security faced by the poor in 
India, and especially food produc
ers, com e from  four sou rces that 
erode food entitlem ents. T hese are: 
the d ecline in food production , as 
acreage to cash crops such as cotton  
and sugar cane has increased; the 
d um ping o f  im ported products from  
both rich and poor countries, m ade 
w o rse  by th e rem o v a l o f  im p o rt  
restrictions; the increasing cost o f  
in p u ts , p articu lar ly  d u e  to  p rice  
deregulation, and falling farm prices 
caused by the withdrawal o f  govern
m ent procurem ent.

O f course, all these exam ples o f  
reducing food security are worsened  
by the insistence o f  the WTO on ever 
lo w e r  p r o t e c t iv e  b a r r ie r s .  M r

1’rakash Singh Badal, the C hief Min
ister o f  the most prosperous state in 
the so-called breadbasket o f  India —  
Punjab, warned in Decem ber 2000  
that “th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  th e  
W T O  A greem ent (aimed at further 
trade liberalization in agriculture) in 
th e  p r e s e n t  form  w o u ld  lea d  to  
bloodshed in the country.” For Mr 
Badal “sign ing o f  the W T O  A gree
m ent am ounts to signing the death  
warrant for the farm sector."

Vandana Shiva was clear that the 
alternative that n eed ed  to be p ro
p osed  at the WTO’s n ex t g o v ern 
m e n ta l m e e t in g  [ in  Q a ta r  la s t  
N ovem b er] sh ou ld  in v o lv e  p olicy  
com m itm ents, globally and national
ly to  p r o te c t  th e  sm a ll fa rm er , 
redu ce costs o f  cultivation, reduce  
environm ental destruction , reduce  
n eed  to purch ase ex tern a l inputs  
such as seeds and chem icals, localize 
production o f  staples, focus on food  
first rather than export first policies, 
and  focu s on  h ig h -v a lu e  e x p o r ts  
based on fair trade and environm en
tal protection.

Shiva concluded by listing som e 
key policy goals required for world 
food  trade to foster food  security  
and localization. T hese included fair 
trade rather than free trade; m ainte
nance o f  im port controls, i.e. quali

tative restrictions; no im ports except 
to m eet g e n u in e  scarcity and no  
im ports a llow ed  w here prices are 
b elo w  th e  cost o f  p r o d u c tio n  in 
India, or in the country o f  origin, to 
prevent d um ping and the destruc
tion o f  livelihoods; no export subsi
d ies either h idd en  or overt; trade 
m onopolies prevented; procurem ent 
only by governm ent-controlled enti
ties; and fair prices to farmers and 
consum ers rather than low prices to 
farm ers and h ig h  p rices  to c o n 
sumers.

Vandana Shiva fin ished  o ff  her 
speech  with a global dem and that 
im ports be con tro lled  by g o v er n 
m ents and that exports should only 
consist o f  genuine surplus leftovers 
after food security needs have been  
m et at all levels by dom estic produc
tion. “Let the world food trade deal 
in the leftovers!” •

F u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  ‘L o c a l  F o o d  —  
G lo b a l S o lu t io n s ’ ca n  b e  s e e n  at 
< w w w .go-local.org> . For Sustain  go  
to  < w w w .su sta in w eb .o rg >  and  for  
T he Foundation for L ocal Food In itia 
tives see  < w w w .localfood.org.uk> .

Colin Hines is the author o f Localization 
— A Global M anifesto (Earthscan).
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B E A U T Y  IS  T H E  S T A N D A R D

T HE SKYMALL ca ta lo g u e, 
con ven ien tly  available to 
bored aerop lan e p assen 
gers, recently offered  an 

item  that spoke volum es about our 
approach to raising children. For a 
price o f  several hundred dollars par
ents could order a device that could  
be attached to a television set that 
w ould  control access to the televi
sion. Each child w ould be given a 
kind o f  credit card, program m ed to 
lim it th e  h o u rs  h e or sh e  co u ld  
watch TV. T h e child so disciplined  
w ould presum ably benefit by imbib
in g  few er hours o f  m ind-num bing  
junk. H e or she m ight also benefit 
from  the perverse challenge to dis
cover the many exciting and inge
nious ways to subvert the technology  
and the intention behind it, includ
ing a flank attack on parental rules 
and public decency via the internet.

My parents had a rather different 
approach to the problem . It was the 
judicious and authoritative use o f  the

D A V I D  W .  Q R R

W e  m u s t  l o v e  o u r  

c h i l d r e n  e n o u g h  t o  

d e s i g n  a  w o r l d  w h i c h  

i n s t r u c t s  t h e m  t o w a r d s  

c o m m u n i t y ,  e c o l o g y ,  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a n d  j o y .

word “N o”. It cost nothing. My broth
er, sister and I knew what it meant 
and the consequences o f  ignoring it. 
Still, I sometimes acted otherwise. It 
was a way to test the boundaries o f  
freedom  and parental love and the 
relation between the two.

T h e Skymall device and the word  
“N o” both represent concern for the 
w elfare o f  the ch ild , but they are 
fu n d a m e n ta l ly  d if f e r e n t  d e s ig n  
approaches to the problem o f  raising 
children and they have very differ

ent effects on the child. T he device 
approach to discipline is driven by 
three factors that are new to parent
ing in the postm odern world. It is a 
product o f  a com m ercial culture in 
w hich  w e ’ve com e to b elieve that 
high-tech  gadgetry can fix hum an  
problem s, including that o f  teaching  
d iscip lin e and self-control to ch il
d r e n .  M o r e o v e r ,  th e  d e v ic e  is 
in tended  mostly for parents who are 
absent from the hom e for much o f  
the day because they m ust (or think 
they must) work to make an exp an d 
ing num ber o f  ends m eet. And, all o f  
o u r  v e r b a l  a s s u r a n c e s  o f  lo v e  
notwithstanding, it is a product o f  a 
society that does not love its children  
com petently enough  to teach them  
self-discipline. T he device approach  
to parenting is m erely em blematic o f  
a larger problem  that has to do with 
the situation o f  childhood within an 
in creasin g ly  d ysfu n ction a l society  
a b so rb ed  w ith  th in g s , e c o n o m ic  
growth, and self.
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We claim  to love ou r ch ild ren , 
and 1 believe that most o f  us do. But 
we have, sh eep lik e , acq u iesced  in 
the design o f  a society that dilutes 
the expression o f  genuine love. T h e  
result is a grow ing m istrust o f  our 
children that easily turns to fear and  
dislike. In a recen t su rvey in the  
USA, for exam p le, on ly a third o f  
adults believed  that today’s young  
p eo p le  “will even tu a lly  m ake this 
country a better place”. Instead, we 
find them  “ru d e” and “irresponsi
b le”. And often  they are. We find 
them  overly materialistic and uncon
cern ed  about politics, values, and  
im proving society. Not infrequently  
they are verbally and physically vio
lent, fully adapted to a society that is 
saturated with drugs and violence. A 
few rape or kill other children. Why 
are the very children that we profess 
to cherish becom ing less than like
a b le  a n d  s o m e t im e s  le s s  th a n  
hum an?

Som e will argue that noth ing o f  
the sort is happening and that every 
generation believes that its children  
are g o in g  to hell; that eventually, 
h o w ev er , th in g s  w ork  o u t. Such  
views are, 1 think, fatuous, because 
t h e y  ig n o r e  t h e  s h a r p  d iv id e  
im p o sed  b etw een  th e  h y p er-co n -  
sum erism  o f  the post-m odern world 
a n d  th e  n e e d s  o f  c h i ld r e n  for  
exten d ed  nurturing, m entoring and 
im agining. It’s the econom y that we 
love, not our children. T h e sym p
tom s are all around us. We spend  
40% less tim e with our children than 
we did in 1965. We spend, on  aver
age, six hours per week shopping, 
but only forty m inutes playing with 
ou r ch ildren. It can no lon ger be 
taken for granted that this civiliza
tion can pass on its highest values to 
e n o u g h  o f  its ch ildren  to survive. 
W ithout intending to do so, we have 
created a society that cannot love its 
ch ildren , in deed  on e in which the 
expression  o f  real love is increasing
ly difficult.

N O SOCIETY THAT loved  its ch il
d ren  would consign nearly on e in 
five to poverty. No society that loved  
its children would put them  in front 
o f  television for four hours each day. 
N o society that loved  its ch ildren  
would lace their food, air, water and 
so il w ith  th o u sa n d s o f  ch em ica ls  
w h ose com b in ed  effect can n ot be 
known. N o society that loved its chil
dren  would build so m any prisons 
and so few parks and schools. No

society that loved its children would  
teach them to recognize over 1,000 
corp ora te  logos but few er than a 
dozen plants and animals native to 
their locality. N o society that loved  
its children would divorce them  so 
com pletely from  contact with soils, 
forests, stream s an d  w ild life . N o  
society that loved its children would  
create places like the typical suburb 
or sh op p in g  mall. N o society that 
loved  its ch ild ren  w ou ld  casually  
d estroy  real n e ig h b o u rh o o d s and  
com m unities in order to build even  
m o re h ig h w a y s . N o  so c ie ty  th a t  
loved  its ch ild ren  w ould  build  so 
many glitzy sports stadium s while its 
public schools fall apart. No society 
that loved its children would build 
m ore sh o p p in g  m alls  th an  h ig h  
schools. N o soc iety  that loved  its 
children would pave over 1,000,000  
acres each year for even  m ore shop
ping malls and parking lots. No soci
ety that loved  its ch ild ren  w ou ld  
knowingly run even a small risk o f  
future clim atic disaster. N o society  
that loved its children would use the 
practice o f  d iscounting in order to 
ignore its future problem s. N o soci
ety that loved  its ch ild ren  w ou ld  
leave behind a legacy o f  ugliness and 
biotic im poverishm ent.

O f course we do all these things 
in the belief that they are the neces
sary price o f  creating a better world 
for ch ild ren . But at som e level I 
believe that our children understand  
that such argum ents are phony. 1 
think this awareness explains what 
often appears to be their unfocussed  
anger. O ur ch ild ren  often  m irror  
the larger incivility  and ru d en ess  
that we inflict on them . They mirror 
the larger self-indulgence o f  a soci
ety o rg a n iz ed  a ro u n d  m a ch in e s , 
instant gratification, and excessive  
individualism . T hey know that m as
tery of, say, Shakespeare counts for 
considerably less in this society than 
making it big in sports or business or 
d r u g -d e a lin g .  T h e y  u n d e r s ta n d  
intuitively that the real curriculum  is 
n ot w hat's tau gh t in sch oo ls , but 
w hat’s w ritten  on  th e face o f  the  
land. It is remarkable, in fact, that 
they are not angrier.

W hat w ould it m ean to m ake a 
society that did in fact love all its 
children? T his is, properly u nd er
stood, a d esign  problem  that cali
brates what we in ten d  as parents 
with how we earn our living, con 
duct our daily lives, build hom es, 
d esign  com m unities, m anage land

scapes, and provision ourselves with 
food, energy and materials. 1 would  
go so far as to say that the well-being 
o f  children in the fullest sense o f  the 
word, not gross national product, is 
the best indicator o f  the health o f  
our civilization. And I believe that it 
is the ultim ate standard for ecologi
cal design. How do we design a civi
lization for children?

T h e  startin g  p o in t is th e  child  
itse lf  and its n eed  for joy, safety, 
parental love, play, and the opportu
nity to exp lore the wider world safe
ly. Such awareness m ust begin early 
in life with the developm ent o f  what 
Edith Cobb on ce  called  “com p as
sionate in telligence” rooted in “bio
lo g ica l m o tiv a tio n  d e r iv in g  from  
nature’s history”. T h e ch ild’s “eco
lo g ic a l s e n se  o f  c o n t in u ity  w ith  
nature” is not mystical but is “basi
cally aesthetic and infused with the 
joy  in the power to know and to be”. 
C hildhood is the “point o f  intersec
tion between biology and cosmology, 
where the structuring o f  our world
v ie w s  a n d  o u r  p h i lo s o p h ie s  o f  
hum an purpose takes place.”

S im ila r ly , Paul S h e p a r d  o n c e  
a rg u ed  that m in d  an d  b od y  are  
im printed in the most fundam ental 
ways by the “pattern o f  place” ex p e
rienced in childhood. For Shepard, 
the conclusion is that children must 
have the opportunity to “soak in a 
place” and to “return to that place to 
p onder the visible substrate o f  their 
own p erson a lity .” C onversely, the 
ch ild ’s sense o f  con n ection  to the 
world can be dam aged by ecological
ly im poverished surroundings. And 
it can be dam aged as well by ex p o 
sure to v io len ce and poverty, and  
even by too m uch affluence. It can 
be destroyed, in other words, when  
ugliness, both hum an and eco logi
cal, becom es the norm . Ecological 
design  begins with the creation o f  
places in which the ecology o f  im ag
ination  and ecolog ica l attachm ent 
can flourish. T h ese w ould be safe 
urban and rural places that included  
biological diversity, wildness, flowing  
water, trees, an im als, o p en  fields, 
an d  ro o m  to  roam  — p la c e s  in 
which beauty becam e the standard.

At a larger scale the sam e stan
dard applies to the ways ch ildren  
and adolescents are linked to land
scapes. Typical industrial era land- 
use p attern s teach  y o u n g  p eo p le  
that:
• T h e highest and best use o f  land is 
for building sh opp in g malls, roads
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• Land has little value beyond that 
o f  utility and economics;
• Som e land is expendable as land
fills and waste dumps;
• T h e poor live on  poor land, the 
w ell-to-do live on  good  land;
• Roads to satisfy our cravings for 
mobility trump com m unity needs;
• L aw n s a re  m e r e ly  d e c o r a t io n  
m aintained by the use o f  chemicals 
and by fuels that will be exhausted  
in their lifetimes;
• Prime farmland is far less im por
tant than developm ent;
• Biological diversity is less im por
tant than econom ic growth.

O n e con seq u en ce  o f  the h o m o g e
n ized  and u tilitarian  lan dscape is 
that m ost young people learn little 
about how they are provisioned and 
virtually noth ing about better alter
natives to m eet real hum an needs. 
By separating how our lives are pro
visioned with food and energy from  
h ow  w e earn  o u r  k eep , we have  
rem oved  a great deal o f  ecological 
reality from  daily exp erience. T he  
things that we used to do for our
se lv es  as c o m p e te n t  c itizen s  and  
neighbours we now purchase from  
on e corporation or another at a con
siderable markup. It should astonish 
no one that civility, neighbourliness 
and com m unities are in decline and 
that crim e and anom ie are on the 
rise. But when living and livelihood  
b e c o m e  to o  w id e ly  s e p a r a t e d ,  
hum an bonds deteriorate. People do  
n ot n eed  each other as they once  
d id . A nd  w hen  m in d s an d  la n d 
scapes are widely separated, whole 
categories o f  thought disappear, eco
log ica l c o m p eten ce  d ec lin e s , and  
aw areness o f  ou r d e p e n d e n c e  on  
nature atrophies.

In an ecologically and aesthetical
ly im p o v e r ish e d  la n d sc a p e , it is 
harder for children and adolescents 
to find a larger m eaning and pur
pose for their lives. C onsequently, 
many children grow up feeling use
less. In lan d scap es organ ized  for 
convenience, com m erce and crime, 
and subsidized by cheap oil, we have 
little  g o o d  work for th em  to do. 
Since we really do not need them  to 
do real work, they learn few practi
cal skills and little about responsibil
ity. T h eir contacts with adults are 
frequently unsatisfactory. W hen they 
do work, it is all too often within a 
larger pattern of design failure. Flip
p ing  artery-clogging burgers m ade

a n d  p a r k i n g  lo t s ;

from  ch em ically  saturated  feed lo t  
cows, for exam ple, is not good  work, 
and n eith er  is m ost o f  th e o th er  
hourly work available to them . Over 
and over we profess our love for our 
children, but the evidence says oth 
erw ise . R arely  d o  we w ork  w ith  
them . Rarely do we m entor them. 
We teach them few practical skills. At 
an early age they are deposited  in 
front o f  m in d -n u m b in g  te lev ision  
and later in front o f  com puters. And 
we are astonished to learn that they 
n e it h e r  r e s p e c t  a d u lt s  n o r  a re  
eq u ipp ed  with the basic skills and  
aptitudes necessary to live responsi
ble and productive lives. T hey im i
tate the values they perceive in us

with characteristic exaggeration. 
ASSUMING THAT WE can muster the 
g ood  sen se to so lve the prob lem , 
what would we do? Part o f  the solu
tion is to rejoin mind and habitat at 
the landscape level by reconnecting  
living with livelihood. This can only 
be d one in places where a large part 
o f  ou r n eed s for shelter, w arm th, 
energy, econ om ic support, health , 
creativ ity  an d  con v iv ia lity  is m et 
locally in com petently used and well
loved landscapes. To som e this will 
sound either utopian or like a return  
to som e mythical past. It is neither. 
In fact, it is an honest admission that 
w e ’ve tr ied  u to p ia  on  in d u str ia l 
term s and it d id  n ot w ork. It is
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m erely to recognize the fact that, for 
better or worse, the organization o f  
our landscapes arranges our possi
b i l i t ie s ,  in fo r m s  o u r  m in d s  an d  
directs ou r attention . A landscape  
organized for the convenience o f  the 
autom obile and trivial consum ption  
tells young people m ore about our 
real values than anything taught in 
school. Worse, it deflects and distorts 
their intelligence at a critical point in 
life. It is possible, however, to orga
nize landscapes to teach usefulness, 
practical com petence, social respon
sibility, ecological skill, the values o f  
good  work, and the higher possibili
ties o f  adulthood. And it is possible 
to restore minds to the tutorship o f  
soils, wildlife, plants, water, seasons, 
and the ecology o f  place.

T h e farms, feedlots, m ines, wells, 
clearcuts, waste dum ps, and factories 
which provision us are mostly out o f  
sight and so out o f  mind. As a result 
we do not know the full costs o f  what 
we consum e. Ignorant o f  the dam 
age we do, we leap to the conclusion  
that we are m uch richer than we 
really are. Ecological poverty  and  
p o v e r ty  o f  m in d  a n d  sp ir it  are  
reverse sides o f  the same coin. W hen  
we get the design right, however, the 
m anner in which we provision our
selves becom es a rem inder o f  our  
larger relationships and obligations. 
T h e true aim o f  ecological design, 
then, is not m erely to im prove the 
various technologies and techniques 
by w h ich  w e m e e t o u r  p h y sic a l 
needs, but to im prove the integra
tion  o f  the h um an m ind with its 
habitat and to fit in a larger order o f  
things. “To live,” in W endell Berry’s 
w ord s, “w e m ust d aily  break  the  
b od y  and sh ed  the b lood  o f  C re
ation. W hen we do this knowingly, 
lovingly, skilfully, reverently, it is a 
sacrament. W hen we do it ignorant
ly, greedily, clumsily, destructively, it 
is a desecration. In such desecration  
we con d em n  ourselves to spiritual 
and moral loneliness, and others to 
want.”

E co log ica l d esig n  in its fu llest  
m easure is not just smarter m anage
m en t by technicians, but rather a 
wider awareness and visible m anifes
tation o f  our awareness that we are 
part o f  a larger pattern o f  order and  
obligation.

Frank Lloyd W right on ce com 
m ented that he could design a house 
that would cause a married couple 
to divorce within a matter of weeks. 
By the sam e logic it is possible to

create buildings and cities so badly 
as to cause a culture to disintegrate 
socially and com e u n h in g ed  from  
nature. Com pare the architecture o f  
the m odern world with that o f  earli
er civilizations. T h e ancient cities o f  
India, Greece and Rome, for exam 
ple, were planned, in Peter W ilson’s 
words, as “representations o f  m icro
cosm and macrocosm , projections o f  
the hum an body and distillations o f  
the u n iverse”. T h e architecture o f  
houses and public buildings, he said, 
was a m eans to “portray to people  
their relation to one another as well 
as to im p ortan t fea tu res o f  th e ir  
environm ent,” a kind of “diagram  o f  
how  the system  w orks.” B u ild in gs  
w ere not sim ply m ach in es, as Le 
Corbusier would have it, but a map 
sh ow in g  “how  the in d iv id u a l, the  
various orders o f  groups, and the 
cosm os are linked and related.” For 
all their im perfections as places and  
cultures, inhabitants in such cities 
were oriented to larger patterns.

C o m p a r e  th is  w ith  sp r a w lin g  
cities o f  the twentieth century that 
give no clue about any cosm ology  
larger than the Gross National Prod
uct. T h ey  have b ecom e spraw ling  
wastelands, islands o f  sybaritic afflu
ence surrounded by a sea o f  necrot
ic urban tissue. For the m ost part, 
ou r b u ild in gs, in which we sp en d  
over 90% o f  our tim e, are poorly  
built. They are often m ade o f  m ate
rials that are toxic. T hey are often  
oversized and use energy and m ate
rials inefficiently. T h ey are m ostly  
d iscon nected  from  any d iscernib le  
sense o f  com m unity or any larger 
ecological or spiritual pattern. And 
w hat do such cities and b uild in gs  
teach us? They teach us in exquisite 
detail that we are alone and pow er
less in the world, that energy and  
materials are cheap and can be con 
sum ed with impunity, that the h igh
est purpose o f  life is consum ption, 
and that the world is chaotic and  
dangerous.

A rch itectu ra l d e s ig n , in o th e r  
words, is also a form  o f  pedagogy  
that instructs us well or badly, but 
never fails to instruct. W hen we get 
the design o f  buildings and com m u
n ities  righ t, they  w ill in stru ct us 
properly in how we fit within larger 
p atterns o f  en ergy  and m aterials. 
T h e y  w ill tie  ou r a ffe c tio n s  an d  
m in d s  to th e  ca re  o f  p a r t ic u la r  
places. When architecture becom es a 
form  o f  eco lo g ica l d es ig n  it p r o 
m otes eco log ica l co m p eten ce  and

the use o f  local energy and materi
als, and creates larger patterns o f  
order.

THE GOAL OF ecological design is 
not m erely to m eet our needs within 
the boundaries o f  ecological carry
ing capacity, but m ore importantly, 
to inform  our desires. Good design  
would instruct us in what we need  
and the terms o f  our existence on  
Earth. In other words, the systems 
we devise to provision ourselves with 
food, energy, materials, shelter and 
health  n eed  to con stitu te a larger 
form o f  education. But if these sys
tems are designed  to educate, they 
must give quick feedback about the 
consequences o f  our decisions and 
they must work at a com prehensible 
scale. T hey must be devised in ways 
that create com petence and practical 
understanding. T hey m ust be reso
n an t w ith  o u r  d e e p e r  n e e d s  for 
m ea n in g  em b ed d ed  in ritual and  
celebration. And design intelligence 
and the practical com petence neces
sary to m aintain it must be faithfully 
transferred from one generation to 
the next.

G o o d  d e s ig n  m u st a lso  m e e t  
other standards im posed by the way 
the physical w orld works. It m ust 
resu lt in system s that are flex ib le  
and resilient in the face o f  changing  
circum stances. G iven lim its to our  
k n o w le d g e  an d  fo r e s ig h t ,  g o o d  
design would never lead us to bet it 
all, to risk the unforeseeable, or to 
com m it acts that are irrev o ca b le  
w hen the consequences are p oten 
tially large. And it w ould reorient 
ou r sen se  o f  tim e, g iv in g  greater  
weight to our future prospects and 
to long-term  ecological processes as 
well. It would never cause us to dis
count the future.

F inally , d e s ig n in g  ec o lo g ic a lly  
begins in the belief that the world is 
not m ea n in g less , but co h eren t in 
ways that are often m ysterious to us. 
Our task is to discern, as best we are 
able, the larger patterns and scales 
in which we live, and to act faithful
ly within those boundaries. Design, 
in this larger sense, is not simply the 
m aking o f  things but rather a striv
ing for wholeness. At its best, eco log
ic a l  d e s i g n  is  t h e  u l t i m a t e  
m anifestation o f  love —  a gift o f  life, 
h arm ony and  b eau ty  to ou r ch il
dren. •

David W. Orr is Professor o f Environmen
tal Studies at Oberlin College, USA.
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T H E  C R A F T  O F  B U I L D I N G
I k  C R O S S  T H E  S L O P IN G  park- 

la n d  o f  a W est S u s s e x  
#  % valley, a series o f  clusters

m  o f  pre-m odern  vernacu
lar and local buildings sits restored  
and resplendent for all to see how  
life was lived before and during the 
onset o f  industrialization. N ear the 
en tran ce , the b u ild in gs in c lu d e  a 
Tudor m arket-house. Further afield 
lies Bayleaf Farm, com plete with a 
m edieval crop-rotation garden and 
wicker beehives. Interm eshed with a 
treasure-trove o f  inform ation about 
the region’s traditional m eans o f  liv
in g , from  c o p p ic in g  to ch arcoa l 
burning, the main purpose o f  West 
S u s s e x ’s W ea ld  a n d  D o w n la n d  
M u se u m  is th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  
regional historical buildings. There  
are a dozen or so sitting amidst the 
expansive grounds, a veritable phys
ical database o f  a whole range o f  his
torical b u ild in g  tech n iq u es which  
have pretty much disappeared. The

O L I V E R

L Q W E N S T E I N

T h e  m a r r i a g e  o f  c r a f t  

s k i l l s  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  

b r o a d e n s  t h e  h o r i z o n s  

o f  e c o - d e s i g n .

vision which infuses the M useum  is 
to preserve this know ledge in a time 
w h e n  it is a t r isk  o f  b e c o m in g  
extinct.

Over the last decade, the num ber 
o f  buildings that the m useum  was 
co llec tin g  and restor in g  b egan  to 
increase. A long with this, the archive 
an d  h isto r ic a l m a ter ia l was a lso  
bursting at the seam s. T h e M use
u m ’s then  director, the late Chris 
Zeuner, began to think o f  ways out 
o f the impasse. H e knew he needed  
extra space and the solution he was

d raw n  to was a c o m p le te ly  new  
b u i ld in g ,  w ith in  th e  M u s e u m ’s 
grounds, which could be put to use 
both for repairs and as an archive 
and learning centre.

Zeuner knew he wanted a build
in g  w hich  em b od ied  th e spirit o f  
crafts and tradition, but he also envi
sioned a building which spoke to the 
dawn o f  a new m illennium  as well. 
In 1996 he began to draw together a 
project team to research a building  
which would com bine rural and tra
ditional skills with a lead in g-ed ge, 
innovative approach. After ten der
in g  a plan w hich  em p h asized  the  
sophistication o f  its timberwork, Cul
lman's, the m id-sized eco-hued Lon
d o n  a rc h ite c t  p ra c tic e , cam e on  
board. Sustainable b u ild in g  issues 
w ere im plicit in the project right 
from  the beginning, with the M use
um u n d erscorin g  the use o f  local 
resources and material, the need for 
a low-energy design, and an em pha
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sis on em ploying a skilled workforce 
from  the West Sussex region.

F iv e  y e a r s  o n ,  th e  b u i ld in g  
em erg in g  from within its tree-sur
rounded site is striking. Its distinc
tive ap peal lies in its m arriage o f  
organ ic form  to a th o r o u g h g o in g  
and innovative sustainable aesthetic. 
It is a timber-based building utiliz
ing a ground-breaking engineering  
technique called ‘gridshelf, and as a 
consequence it is infused and con 
structed , literally, out o f  the ethos  
and spirit o f  carpentry.

T his is the first gridshell building  
o f  its type attem pted in this country. 
Gridshells are, at core, lattice shell 
structures: shell-shapes pocked with 
diam ond lozenge holes. Because o f  
their shell properties they are p h e
nom enally strong, and don’t require 
internal supports. There is a tradi
tion o f  timber gridshell engineering  
which reaches back to the turn o f  
the last century. But the first recent 
gridshell derives from  1975, when  
the em inent German architect, Frei 
Otto, unveiled a revolutionary grid
shell b u ild in g  in M annheim , G er
many. Since then, there have only 
been a handful on the planet.

At the M useum  this latest grid 
shell acts as the skeleton supporting  
the building’s outer body. Visually it 
com prises three rippling dom es, the 
woven soft curves o f  the woodwork  
sim ilar to the u p tu rn ed  hull o f  a 
w ooden  boat, and d em an d in g  the 
same specialist craft skill to create.

THE SCARCITY OF timber gridshells 
is u n d e r s ta n d a b le . T h e y ’re very  
com plicated to engineer and build. 
O n e p rob lem  is the h igh  rate o f  
breaking timbers; another, the lack 
o f  w ood technology to produce laths 
lon g  and strong en ou gh  to create  
effective structures. But in the inter
vening twenty-five years parallel rev- 
o 1 u t i o n s  in  g l u e  a n d  w o o d  
technology m eant the project team  
could realistically contem plate laths 
w ith  m u ch  lo n g e r  sp a n s . U s in g  
recently-developed super-strong, yet 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y - s o u n d  p o l y 
urethane glue, six pieces o f  oak tim
b er  w er e  b o n d e d  to g e th e r  in to  
im pressively long thirty-five- to fifty- 
m etre laths.

A nother part o f  the solution came 
from the com puter revolution. T he  
structural engineers, Buro H appold, 
b e g a n  a p p ly in g  m o d e llin g  te c h 
niques to explore the b ending prop
e r t ie s  an d  b e h a v io u r  o f  w o o d ,

h o p in g  to en su r e  a m in im u m  o f  
b reak ages — th e m ajor p ractica l 
problem  o f  these buildings. Taken  
togeth er, th e co n v erg en ce  o f  this 
r e s e a r c h ,  fr o m  t h e  s y n e r g ie s  
betw een w ood, glue and m aterials 
technology, to the sim ulation  and  
m od ellin g  capacities o f  the digital 
realm, illustrates how timber designo
is in the m idst o f  a transform ative 
r e v o lu t io n . T h is  c o n v e r g e n c e  is 
enabling the potential realization o f  
radically d ifferent, yet low -energy, 
sustainab le b u ild in gs, w hich were  
hitherto im possibly com plicated  to 
construct.

A t h ir d  d im e n s io n  m u s t  b e  
b ro u g h t to this —  th e  carp en try  
e th o s . T h e  s p e c ia lis t ,  h a n d s -o n  
know ledge the carpenters brought 
with them  has been  central to m ak
ing the project work. In a building  
world where the em phasis has been  
increasingly on the factory-fabricat
ed and m ass-produced, the Weald 
and Downland gridshell building is 
ju st  a show case o f  in d iv idu al skill 
and craft in the twenty-first century. 
It is a g if t  fo r  th e  c a r p e n t e r s ,  
enabling them to show the versatility 
and contem porary relevance o f  their 
skills. T h e gridshell was constructed  
on a specially-prepared scaffolding  
system . W hen the scaffo ld in g  was 
re m o v e d , th e  la th s slid  in to  the  
sh e ll- lik e  fo rm , each  p art b e in g  
cajoled into place by the carpenters, 
a forest o f  jacks tightening the posi
tion o f  the intricate criss-cross tim
b er  la t t ic e s ,  w ith  th e  e la b o r a te  
whirling weave o f  the building’s sur
face becom ing clearly visible.

Even th ou gh  this surface form  
had been  originally anticipated by 
the com puter m odel, once the struc
ture was up, much fine-tuning was 
n eed ed  by h um an  eye and hand, 
supported by repeated and careful 
m easurem ent, the carpenters knock
ing the laths into position, pushing  
out Hat areas and d eep en in g  where 
the building needed greater volum e.

Since its com pletion, the gridshell 
has been covered in locally-sourced  
W estern red cedar cladding. With 
this finished, the roof has taken on 
som eth ing  o f  a contem porary ver
sion o f  the layered cladding found  
on Norwegian and Russian churches.

WHILST THE BUILDING is heavily- 
subsidized by the Heritage Comm is
sion, the costs are lower than antici
pated for a w ooden building o f  this 
sort, com paring well with its high-

tech com p etitors. All this, and its 
dem onstration o f  the potential o f  the 
em ergent timber design, should give 
the high eco-tech end o f  the archi
t e c t u r e  c o m m u n it y  p a u s e  fo r  
thought. Whilst the last few decades 
h a v e  se e n  a r c h ite c tu r a l  d e s ig n  
increasingly exp loring  natural form  
(think o f  the Eden Project’s biom es), 
g e n er a lly , a rc h ite c ts  h ave so far  
ig n o red  th e possib ility  o f  m aking  
their organic form s out o f  organic 
m ateria ls. T h e  g r id sh ell b u ild in g  
takes this extra step. In som e ways, 
this strand o f  craft is analogous to 
how scientists such as Fritjof Capra 
and Brian Goodwin have used com 
p u ters to u n d erstan d  C om p lex ity  
an d  C h aos sc ie n c e , a p p r e c ia tin g  
m ore fully nature’s ‘web o f  life’. If 
there is a ‘C om plexity Architecture’ 
today, then the gridshell aesthetic is 
to this architecture as Capra’s holis
tic ‘w eb o f  l ife ’ is to m ainstream  
Chaos studies.

It is also a testam ent to Zeuner’s 
original vision o f  m aking the tradi
tions o f  craft skills wholly relevant 
for a new century: a kind o f  new  
‘h a n d s - o n / h i g h - t e c h ’ b u i ld in g  
paradigm , enabled  by the con ver
gence o f  developm ents in wood and 
related  m aterials tech n ology , and  
the com puter’s capacity for sim ulat
ed m odelling, with the skills o f  the 
crafts tr a d itio n . A dd to th is th e  
lightw eight properties o f  the grid 
shell, and it becom es a fitting exam 
p le  o f  h o w  w o o d  c a n  b e  a n  
e x tr a o r d in a r y  c a n d id a te  in  th e  
search for extra-light materials and  
structures.

It also manifests a contem porary  
refrain to a time w hen craft was cen 
tral to building —  the cathedrals o f  
the M iddle Ages —  evoking som e
t h i n g  o f  a n e w - m i l l e n n i u m  
m edievalism . In the midst o f  a con 
tem p orary  b u ild in g -a n d -a rch itec -  
tu r e  w o r ld  a ll to o  in  h o c k  to  
autom ation and prefabrication, the 
gridshell building re-energizes mak
ing, m arrying head and heart with 
hand for the continued integration  
o f  craft into the culture o f  building. 
•

For further inform ation about The  
W eald and D ow nland M useum  in  
W e s t  S u s s e x ,  c o n t a c t :  0 1 2 4 3  
811363.

O liver Low enstein is E d itor o f  Fourth  
Door Review.
Tel: 0 0  44  (0) 1273  4 73501.
Email: <fourthdoor@ pavilion .co .uk> .
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B U I L D I N G S  L I K E  T R E E S
D E S I G N

I N A WORLD where most o f  us 
just hope to do less harm to the 
natural en v iron m en t, W illiam  
M cD o n o u g h  says w e can act 

beneficially. W hile we scurry to find 
ways to recycle, he prom ises to trash 
th e  c o n c e p t  o f  w aste a lto g e th e r .  
N am ed  a H ero  for the P lanet by 
Time m agazine and recipient o f  the 
first and only Presidential Award for 
S u s t a in a b le  D e v e lo p m e n t ,  th is  
b r ig h t-e y e d  a rch itec t d e lig h ts  in  
tu rn in g  accep ted  ideas in sid e out 
a n d  in v e n t in g  n ew  la n g u a g e  to  
express his philosophy o f  eco-effec- 
tive design.

T h e  b u ild in g s  h e has crea ted  
speak for his revolu tionary vision  
b ette r  th an  a n y th in g  h e can say 
a b o u t  th e m . T h e  A d am  J o s e p h  
L ew is C en te r  for E n v iro n m en ta l 
Studies at Oberlin C ollege has been  
described as one o f  the most envi
ronm entally intelligent buildings in 
the w orld . T h en  th e re ’s his work  
with chem ist Michael Braungart to 
spearhead the N ext Industrial Revo
lution, d esign in g  products —  such 
as carpeting and shoes —  that cycle 
back to their m anufacturers instead  
o f  to the landfill. But M cDonough's 
redesign o f  Ford Motor Com pany’s 
huge River R ouge plant may be the 
ultimate dem onstration o f  his vision  
for the built environm ent, and the 
ultimate test o f  his principles o f  eco
logy, equity, and econom ics.

H ow  rigid  is the com m on definition  
o f  ‘green’ or ‘sustainab le’ design?
Sustainable design and green design  
a re  n o t th e  sa m e  th in g . G r ee n  
design describes a process that h on 
ours the natural world to the opti
m al e x te n t . T h e  th in g s  th a t are  
green in the world celebrate diversi
ty; they are powered by the sun. The  
w h o l e  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  s i n g l e  
photosynthetic cell m ultiplying itself, 
tr a n s fo r m in g  in to  n ew  s p e c ie s ,  
learning how  to have sex, creating  
mammals and hum ans, for exam ple, 
is the magic and w onder o f  a green  
world. T hings are fecund. Growth is 
good.

But in the m odern world, when  
com m ercial actors talk about growth 
being the en gin e o f  com m erce and 
environm entalists talk about growth

W I L L I A M

M c D o n o u g h

A r c h i t e c t s  n e e d  t o  m e e t  

t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  

e c o l o g y ,  e c o n o m y  

a n d  e q u i t y .

A n  in te r v ie w

being the structure o f  the world, we 
realize that w e’ve adopted a m achine 
m entality. In green  design  we are 
now looking at the idea that there is 
such a thing as a living  machine.

For e x a m p le , at F o rd ’s R iver  
Rouge facility, we are designing an 
a s s e m b ly  p la n t  t h a t  w i l l  h a v e
4 5 4 ,0 0 0  square feet o f  habitat for 
native species on the roof. We are 
using plants to absorb stormwater, 
make oxygen, sequester carbon, fix 
nitrogen , and so on. But if  all we 
end up d oing is taking plants and  
using them  to serve hum an purpos
e s ,  th e n  w e ’re  u s in g  p la n t s  as 
m achines. I think that the question  
o f green design today is ultimately  
about how hum ans pick up tools o f  
nature.

In that context I would say that 
the argum ent that growth is bad for 
the environm ent is a silly argum ent 
—  because the real question is, What 
do you want to grow? You can grow  
a tr e e  —  th a t ’s g o o d . W e grow  
asphalt —  that might not be good. 
But to grow things that are fecund  
and generative, that’s good. If I can 
design a building that makes m ore 
en ergy  than  it n eed s to o p era te , 
then I’m designing a building like a 
tree. And it could be fecund —  but 
only if, for exam ple, I make sure the 
sp e c ie s  on  th e  r o o f  a re  n a tu ra l  
sp ec ies that evo lved  th ro u g h  the  
place. O n the roof o f  T h e Gap in 
C aliforn ia  we p la n ted  th e  n ative  
grasses o f  San B runo, so that the  
birds flying overhead look down and  
say, “Oh my god! It’s our peop le. 
T hey’re back!"

N ow  su sta in ab le  d es ig n  is n ot  
green design. Green design is part

o f  it, a third. T h e other two factors, 
equally im portant, and equally cre
ative as zones in which to work, are 
the social equity issues and the eco
nom ic issues. We d on ’t really use the 
word sustainable very much in our 
work because sustainable is not that 
in teresting. I m ean, w ho wants to 
celebrate m aintenance? We want to 
c e le b r a te  th e  a b u n d a n c e  o f  th e  
world and the generosity o f  spirit. 
So we are looking for a sustainING  
strategy. T h en  you can have all the 
hot water you want, so long as it’s 
solar-heated. T h e philosophy o f  the 
work I do is really about community. 
W hen we begin a project, we don’t 
really think o f  ourselves as designing  
buildings; we think o f  ourselves as 
creating an environm ent for a com 
munity. And we start with the idea o f  
a ll s p e c ie s  in  th a t  c o m m u n ity .  
Instead o f  sim ply saying, How can 
we begin  loving our own children, 
even for seven generations, we ask? 
How do we love all the children o f  
all species for all time? In that sense 
it’s a fundam ental act o f  restoration  
and regeneration.

And the next question we have to 
ask is, W hen do we becom e native to 
this place?, because that changes the 
way you  th in k  ab ou t com m unity , 
and it changes the way you design. 
For exam ple, this renovation at the 
R iver R ouge —  it’s a tw o-billion-  
d ollar  p roject w ith a tw enty-year  
plan. And I realized that Ford had 
declared them selves native to Dear
born . By saying they are staying, 
that they are going to clean up their 
ow n  m ess —  n o t ju s t  le a v in g  it 
behind, but transform ing it from an 
icon o f  the first Industrial Revolu
tion to an icon o f  the next —  what a 
phenom enal act! It’s an indigenous 
declaration.

You put forward three com ponents  
o f  sustaining design: ecology, social 
equity, and econom y. H ow  m ight a 
b uild in g  honour all three equally?
A fford ab le, p rofitab le  th in gs that 
build diversity and m ixed use and  
connect to the natural world in ways 
that are fecund and healthy —  that 
would m eet the criterion.

O ne o f  the things we are looking  
at is how we can design com m unities
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with hom es that are very, very low in 
toxicity, very high on the solar ener
gy front, and still affordable. Afford
ab le, say, for th e carp en ters w ho  
b uilt th em , w ho m ay com e from  
ch eap , terribly in su la ted , d ou b le-  
wide m odulars set on three-quarters 
o f an acre, and whose families need  
two cars costing them  $12,000 a year 
a fte r  ta x e s  b e c a u se  th e y  are  so  
re m o te  from  cu ltu re . But m aybe  
th ey  cou ld  g et a ltern a tiv e  tra n s
p ortation  so they d o n ’t n eed  two  
cars, and end up with a solar-pow
er ed  h o u se  th a t’s w orth  tw ice as 
m uch. T h at’s the kind o f  strategy  
w e’re developing on  the affordable 
front.

1 a lso  th in k  o u r  c o m m u n it ie s  
need to enjoy m uch more diversity 
o f  provision. Our society focusses on  
just on e part o f  the m arket, as if  
everybody wants to live in a three- 
b e d r o o m  h o u se . A ctually , y o u n g  
people want to go to cities and wear 
black clothes and find mates; young  
fa m ilies  m igh t n eed  so m e sp a ce

where the kids can play outdoors; 
and then older peop le want to be 
part o f  a com m unity again, maybe 
on e that’s pedestrian . I f  we d o n ’t 
engage all these peop le in a m ixed- 
u se way, w e’re n ot b e in g  socially  
in te llig en t. W e’re not even  b ein g  
econom ically intelligent.

T h e H erm an  M ille r  fa c il ity  you  
d esign ed  seem s to ex em p lify  how  
architecture can build  stronger ties  
betw een p eop le, the bu ild in gs they  
inhabit, and the landscape that sur
rounds them  ...
W hen we designed the building, we 
thought about all these issues. We 
cu rv e d  th e  b u ild in g  so th a t th e  
water m ovin g  o ff  the site created  
wetlands and travelled for hundreds 
o f  yards b efore it actually left the 
s ite . So it p r o v id e d  th e  o p tim a l  
a m o u n t  o f  h a b ita t  fo r  as m an y  
species as possible. T h e people who 
work there really get to celebrate  
that. T hey get to look at this fecund  
p lace that is con stan tly  ch a n g in g

colour. It’s full o f  butterflies. They  
call the b u ild ing “the g reen h ou se” 
now, and the gift they give visitors is 
honey m ade from the site.

I n s id e ,  w e d e s ig n e d  a s tr e e t  
where all the office workers and the 
factory workers convene. T h e coffee 
and th e  tr a in in g  ro o m s an d  th e  
bathroom s —  all the places you go  
—  are on a sun-filled street full o f  
g lare and p lan ts an d  scu lp tu res. 
Does it produce productivity? Well, 
yeah. T he perform ance o f  the com 
pany went up 24% after they m oved. 
T h is  m ea n s th a t th e  b u ild in g  is 
b ein g  paid  for ab out every th ree  
m onths by the increase in business.

T h e stories are quite astonishing. 
Sixteen peop le left for higher wages. 
I f  you’re in business, you know that 
when you lose an em ployee, you’ve 
lost som ething that you’ve invested  
in, and you have to invest m ore to 
replace that person. Well, those six
tee n  p e o p le  all cam e back . A nd  
when the President o f  the com pany  
said, “Why are you back?”, they said,
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“We want our jobs back because we 
had never worked in another factory 
b e fo r e . We c o u ld n ’t work in  the  
dark.” In a m arket w here there is 
alm ost no unem ploym ent, Herm an  
M iller has a waiting list. I f  we can 
d esign  a landscape that becom es a 
life-support system for peop le who 
work, instead o f  a work-support sys
tem for peop le who don’t have a life, 
perhaps we becom e the em ployer o f  
choice. T h at’s m ore valuable than  
just about anything in the econom ic 
sector. It’s also phenom enally valu
able in the social sector.

Is su sta in in g  d esig n  cu rren tly  an 
afford ab le  c h o ic e  for sm all b u s i
n esses and nonprofits?
We actually work with lots o f  little 
organizations. T h e Oberlin Environ
m ental Studies Center, the building  
w e’re doing with David Orr, is defi
nitely a not-for-profit project. It’s a 
research project, and was d one with 
grants from foundations —  and it’s 
only 15,000 square feet. We’re doing  
the new W oods H ole Research C en
ter, with G eorge W oodwell and his 
scientists —  peop le tracking global 
warm ing, the carbon balance, and so 
forth. T heir building again is small, 
and, like Oberlin’s, will make more 
energy than it needs to operate. We 
do small schools, we do houses for 
families ...

But the larger com m ercial pro
jects have the resources that allow us 
to exp erim en t on a large scale, so 
what we do there appears dramatic 
to other people. W hen I put a grass 
roof over a whole building as habi
tat, peop le think that’s interesting. 
W hen we make our office buildings 
with windows that open , we get writ
ten up in the Wall Street Journal. 1 
to ld  th e ir  r e p o r te r  that w e had  
reached a low point o f  Western civi
lization when a window that opened  
was news. It’s terrifying.

In Palm Pilot’s new headquarters 
in C alifornia, w e’re d esign in g  the 
b u ild in g  to have o u td o o r  offices. 
H ere you are in San Jose, one o f  the 
most beautiful climates in the world 
—  this is alm ond country, for heav
e n ’s sake! —  and th ey ’ve trapped  
these you n g  software types in gas 
cham bers. E verybody’s sealed  up, 
with the air con d ition in g  running. 
So w e’re designing our building with 
w in d ow s that o p en  an d  o u td o o r  
offices. Why not? Sit outside under a 
tree and do your work. W hy is it 
that we have to lock everybody up in

a gray rectangle to think that they  
are working?

In 1992 you created a list o f  n ine  
p rin cip les o f  sustainable d esign  for 
th e 20 0 0  W orld ’s Fair, in c lu d in g  
ru les lik e “In sist on the rights o f  
hum anity and nature to co -e x ist ,” 
“R ecognize in terd ep en d en ce,” and  
“E lim inate the con cep t o f  w aste.” 
H ow  can  th e s e  p r in c ip le s  se rv e  
organizations and com m u n ities as 
they con sid er their resp onsib ilities  
toward the larger world?
T h e H annover Principles are really 
m eant to help som eone understand  
th e ir  re la tio n sh ip  to th e  n atu ra l 
world, to technology, and to hope. 
You see, there’s a kind o f  fierceness 
here. W hen it says, e lim in ate  the  
concept o f  waste, it doesn’t say, m ini
m ize w aste, it  d o esn ’t say, p lease  
recycle.

What’s exciting is that once these 
p rotoco ls start m an ifestin g  th e m 
selves, you see that all sustainability 
is local. It b ecom es a system  that 
divests itself to the local level. So the 
products that are preferred and the 
ones that have econom ic benefit are 
local products.

W e’re g o in g  to get back to the  
ability to have pedestrian com m uni
ties and mobility services, and w e’re 
going to benefit from the m ultiplier 
effect o f  an urbane situation. We’re 
designing a town now where there is 
a day-care centre, health-care cen 
tre, and elder-care centre, all con 
nected in the centre o f  town, so that 
we b rin g  th ese  g en e r a t io n s  back  
together. A nd it’s a transit p o in t, 
obviously, so they can get wherever 
they need  to go. T hen it has a botan
ical garden where people, especially 
elders, can spend their winters in a 
beautiful greenhouse full o f  delight
ful plants, which are purifying the 
water o f  the public laundry, which is 
serviced by the transit system. And  
it’s all solar-powered and the water 
is p u r if ie d , so th e  c o m m u n ity ’s 
effects on global w arm ing and on  
water quality from  their laundry are 
zero.

I think that sustainable d evelop
m e n t  s t a r t s ,  t h o u g h ,  w ith  th e  
r e s t o r a t io n  o f  o u r  c i t i e s .  T h e  
rebuilding o f  existing com m unities  
is our most urgent opportunity. The  
next level would be the regeneration  
o f  the brownhelds, for a lot o f  rea
sons.

I ’m a lso  co n c e r n e d  ab ou t ou r  
highway system. All these highways

that slice through cities or cut o ff the 
waterfront really have to be looked  
at as som e kind o f  strange detritus 
from  a m o m e n t o f  h ig h  cu ltural 
amnesia. We’re doing a project for 
the F uller T h e o lo g ic a l C en ter  in 
Pasadena w h ere w e ’re p ro p o sin g  
that they actu ally  cover  over the  
Pasadena Freeway for a whole block. 
T h ere’s all this air over these stupid  
highways that could be fantastically 
v ia b le  as p a rk s an d  a ll sor ts o f  
th ings. And it w ould  knit the city 
back together, connect the two sides 
again.

As ou r tra n sp o r ta tio n  system s  
becom e pollution-free, all o f  a sud
den the highways could be in tun
nels. T h ey  can be buried, just like 
when N ew  York City switched over 
to electric locom otives —  they put 
the trains underground and they got 
Park Avenue, som e o f  the most valu
able real estate in the world.

Your work b esp eak s a great o p ti
m ism . Do you really  b elieve we can  
d e s ig n  ou r w ay ou t o f  p ro b lem s  
such  as deforestation , tox ic waste, 
s o c ia l  in ju s t ic e ,  a n d  m a ss  c o n 
su m e r ism , or are th ere  lim its  to 
what hum an in gen uity  can accom 
plish?
Well, w e’re all on the planet for a 
certain period o f  time, and you can 
decide what you want to spend your 
tim e doing. If the existing trajecto
ries play them selves out, then we 
have huge tragedies in the making. 
All w e’re saying is that we'd rather 
sp en d  ou r tim e on  a strategy  o f  
ch an ge that allows our ch ildren  a 
story o f  hope. And I d on ’t know that 
we can stop it. Much o f  the past has 
a lr e a d y  d e te r m in e d  th e  fu tu r e .  
Global w arm ing is underway, b io 
accum ulation is a serious concern, 
persistent toxins are persistent.

T h e r e  is n o  an sw er for ev e ry 
thing. 1 just think that if we m odel 
ourselves on a system that’s had 15 
m illion years’ experience instead o f  
these 100-year-old experim ents that 
are taking place without any control, 
the bet might be a little bit better. 
We say this very hum bly because it 
took  h u m an s 5 ,0 0 0  years to put 
w h eels on  their lu g g a g e . So how  
smart are we? •

This interview originally appeared in 
Orion Afield, 195 Main Street, Great 
Barrington, MA 01230. Tel: 001 888 
909 6568. < w w w .orion on lin e.org> 
($30/year for eight issues).
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M y  e a r l y  l i f e  co u ld
n ot b e d e s c r ib e d  as 
creative, artistic or cul
tural, but I was rest

le ss , lo o k in g  for  so m e th in g  that 
s e e m e d  to  be m iss in g . O n e  d ay  
when I was nineteen 1 answered an 
advert in The Times which was the 
start o f  an adventurous journey that 
en d ed  up with a fortuitous visit to 
Japan.

I arrived with five dollars and the 
address o f  a youth hostel in Tokyo 
a n d  w as g r a d u a l ly  d r a w n  in to  
Japanese language and life where 1 
met a lot o f  potters. You do there. I 
rem em ber being invited to a tea cer
em ony. Its im portance in Japanese  
culture is huge: it is as significant, 
for exam p le, as mass is to Roman  
C atholics. T h e  tea cerem o n y  is a 
m o d e l for  e v e ry  soc ia l o c c a s io n  
in v o lv in g  food  and drink. It is a 
slow, h ighly-stylized  ritual to p re 
pare the tea, and effectively it is a 
m editation about appreciating a tea 
bowl. T he tea bowl we were invited  
to appreciate that day was a crude 
irregular bowl which I thought must 
h ave b een  so m e o n e ’s first p ot. I 
knew' I loved it for its freshness and  
its a w k w a r d n e ss . T h e  b ow l w as  
imperfect; I am im perfect. 1 identi
fied w'ith it absolutely. For me, this 
was an astounding new sense o f  val
ues and aesthetics. Here was a new  
way o f  looking at things, a new way 
o f  appreciating objects.

T h en  later, visiting Mashiko, vil
lage o f  a thousand potters, som eone  
offered m e som e day and a wheel 
and said have a go —  and o ff I went. 
Later, I started working in a tradi
tional folk pottery which m ade lively 
pots arising out o f  a local vernacular, 
and even now these pots still look  
very m odern to m e —  vibrant and 
expressionistic.

Eating was also an im portant part 
o f  my ed u cation . Eating in Japan  
often involves going to small restau
rants where the use and enjoym ent 
o f  studio ceramics is evident. In fact, 
top chefs there are often a driving- 
force for the use o f  contem porary  
ceram ics in th e ir  esta b lish m en ts. 
T hey are very inventive with their 
tise o f  pots, taking great pleasure in 
the visual display and presentation  
o f  their food on studio pots. I felt 
im m ensely nourished by this, physi
cally, visually and spiritually.

I returned to England after five 
years in Japan with my partner o f  
the time, a wonderful potter, Takeshi

Kara , sculpture by Sandy Brown

D A N C E  
O F  C LA Y

S A N D Y  B R O W N  

C r a f t  i n  e v e r y d a y  l i f e .

Yasuda. H e was a m arvellous inspi
ration and guide, and gave me con
fid e n c e  in my in tu it io n  an d  the  
courage to work spontaneously.

I have since developed a colour
ful, free, painterly use o f  glazes on  
m y c e r a m ic s . My u se  o f  clay  is 
robust, direct. I like to see finger
marks and thum bprints, and I look  
out for interesting accidents. I d on ’t 
plan, I d o n ’t sketch in advance, I 
respond in the here and now and do 
s o m e th in g  im m e d ia te . T ake my  
plates, for exam ple. Over the years I 
must have m ade thousands o f  plates 
and have n ever to my k now ledge  
repeated the painting on them.

Recently, I have been developing  
this language o f  painting on m ore 
sculptural ceramics: large standing  
m o n u m e n ta l form s w'hich are in 
e ffe c t  fre e  clay ca n v a se s , fu ll o f  
adventure and accident, for the ex u 
berant glaze painting. I love doing  
tbe glaze painting: it is when I am 
m ost a liv e , a le r t ,  fr e e  an d  in a 
heightened state o f  awareness. And 
to e x te n d  th is  f e e l in g ,  w h ich  is 
alm ost the best fee lin g  there is, I

have b een  d o in g  b ig p a in tin gs in 
a c r y lic s  to o . I d a n c e  an d  m o v e  
a b o u t , r e s p o n d in g  in s t in c tiv e ly ,  
alm ost as if my body has been taken 
over, and watch the painting appear 
on the canvas. B eing in that state is 
the best, w hen I am as a com m enta
tor, o b se r v in g  th e  art a p p e a r in g  
before me. That is when I have lost 
my will, and surrendered, trusting  
instinct w'hen it says do a blue swish 
there or a red scjuare here. And in 
that surrender I allow my intuition  
to p ro v id e  th e stru ctu re and  the  
com position.

NOW, THIRTY YEARS down the line 
m y work is a m ix o f  several e le 
m ents, an im portant one o f  which is 
m aking figures. Partly because o f  my 
difficult childhood I was for a while 
having recu rrin g  n ightm ares, and  
started  m ak in g  figu res o f  im ages  
which appeared in dream s. T h e clay, 
being tactile, does often allow images 
to su rface d eep  from  the u n c o n 
scious. I have seen  from  the way 
other people respond to them  that 
what is personal is also universal, so 
I have lon g  b een  exh ib itin g  them  
alongside my other work.

Currently I am working on som e 
female figures, seven feet tall, iconic 
beings o f  our time. Again, I d on ’t 
plan them  in advance; in fact I resist 
th e  te m p ta t io n  to  s e c o n d -g u e s s  
them . All I know is that a figure is 
com pelling itself to be m ade and 1 
m ake it in ord er to find out what 
sort o f  figure it will be.

My pots provide stability in my 
outer world; the foundation to my 
work is pots to be used  and lived  
with, bringing art into the core o f  
our everyday lives, not som eth ing  
apart. W hen I was grow ing up I was 
aware o f  the im m ense [tower o f  the 
everyday objects we live with: how  
when I visited my grandm a’s house 
I loved her and the things in her 
house as being part o f  her. Now I 
find that power in my own pots —  
my kitchen is full o f  them, they go in 
the oven, they are washed up and  
placed and used every day. And I 
en cou rage you  to live likew ise, to 
live with art as part o f  your lives, not 
som eth ing  to be distant from , but 
rather som eth in g  to celebrate the  
everyday and elevate it into som e
thing spiritual. •

Sandy Brown will be contributing a regular 
column on Crafts from  the next issue o f  
Resurgence.
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T ’S H A R D  TO  
u n d e r s ta n d  w hy  
s o m e o n e  w o u ld  
buy on e and put it on their 

wall,” says Ian Pyper o f  his paintings. 
“I don’t know why they do, because 
that’s not really what they’re about.” 
Ian is not being modest: he sees his 
art as a diary and a spiritual map.

Ian Pyper is full o f  these conflicts:

a frank, unaffected man 
who has little truck with 
the p reten sion s o f  the  

art w orld , h e is at the sam e tim e  
intensely passionate about his draw
ing. H e is a spiritual pragmatist; a 
down-to-earth eccentric, who enjoys 
c o n f o u n d i n g  t h e  a r t  w o r l d ’s 
attem pts to place him  neatly within a 
ca teg o ry . Art cr itic , J o e  R yczko,

co in e d  th e  p h rase  “p a leo lith iq u e  
m o d ern e” to describe his work —  
another contradiction.

It is o n e  title Pyper d oes seem  
com fortable with however, acknowl
ed g in g  the sim ilarities between his 
art, the Aboriginal body maps and 
ancient tribal art, with its recurrent 
sym bols, spirals and patterns. His 
work also shows a strong link with 
the ‘X-ray’ p a in tin g  o f  A boriginal 
art, in that it often depicts both the 
outside and what is h idden  on the 
inside, m aking the invisible visible.

T h e rhythm s that echo through  
Pyper’s work are “a bit like music —  
but I ’m n o  m usician . I may have 
been , but I’ve only got two fingers 
and a thum b on  each  hand , so 1 
practically  co u ld n ’t. But rhythm s, 
like m usic, travel through my draw
ings in stead .” H e describes this as 
his “lyrical touchstone”. To this back
ground, he draws to the beat, speed
ing up and slowing down in time.

DESPITE THE STRIKING similarities 
to Aboriginal art, his are not copies: 
by the tim e he had discovered the 
parallels, the form  o f  his art had  
long since determ ined itself. It ger
m in ated  w h en  h e was a boy; his 
m oth er w ould  w orry that he was 
“doing those weird pictures again .” 
H e was in fact su r p r ise d  w h e n ,  
about five years ago, som eone drew  
his attention to Aboriginal art, but 
also pleased to find that others had 
clearly felt the sam e influences and  
com pulsion as he had.

H e feels that the resem blance is 
far from  coincidental: both form s 
sp rin g  from  a com m on  source. A 
m o d ern  sh am an , Pyper frees his 
m ind up to the autom atic drawing 
that flows through him , pushing a 
ch a n n e l th r o u g h  to th e  sp iritu al 
world he feels existing alongside this 
one, the same world, perhaps, into  
w hich the A boriginal and ancient 
tribal artists were tapping. Pyper’s is 
definitely not an internal landscape: 
“I d on ’t dream  these things; they’re 
co m in g  from  so m ew h ere  e lse . ... 
T h ey’re fram es in a film o f w hat’s 
going on, a snatch o f  text, a bit o f  
shorthand from a larger con text.”

A b or ig in a l artists re fer  to th is  
other world as the ‘D ream tim e’, but, 
as is th e case for Pyper, th is has 
n o th in g  to do with w hat W estern  
culture would call dream s. Dream 
tim e represents an ancient state o f  
being, the sacred past o f  hum anity’s 
ancestors, a time when heroes and

A SH A M A N IC SP IR IT
K A T E  H Q W L E T T - J O N E S  

T h e  a r t  o f  I a n  P y p e r  m a k e s  t h e  i n v i s i b l e  v i s i b l e .

A RT
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Paintings by Ian Pyper

spirits lived in close harm ony with 
nature and carved out traditions to 
be passed  dow n over generations. 
Crucially, this period is also believed  
still to ex ist  today as an etern a l, 
sacred present. T h e act of creating  
art is considered not so much as an 
individual process, but instead as a 
ritual and a personal responsibility  
to m aintain  ou r co n n ectio n s with  
Dreamtim e.

Pyper’s drawing process is heavily 
infused with ritual. H e has a stage o f  
preparation during which he em p
ties his m ind, sitting with his pens 
laid out and a clean sheet o f  paper 
before him . T h is is fo llow ed  by a 
buzz o f  heightened activity while he 
is en tirely  focussed  on  draw ing, a 
state that he has d escrib ed  as “a 
form  o f  m editation”. U nlike many  
m ore traditional artists, he is always 
sure o f  a sense o f  com pletion, cer
tain that the process has com e to its 
natural end and that the drawing is 
as it should be.

Pyper is reluctant to discuss his 
drawings. N ot only does he resist the 
suggestion that psychological expla
nations lie behind; he is fearful that 
analysis may kill o ff their key spon
taneity. T he pictures spring from a 
d e e p e r  level o f  con sc iou sn ess, he 
feels, a secret world that would be 
lost to him  as soon as its workings 
were revealed.

O n th e  o th e r  h a n d , t h e r e ’s a 
sense that this reticence is also down 
to the fact that he is still com ing to 
terms with what he calls his “voca
t io n ”. C o m in g  from  a sta u n ch ly  
working-class family from  Liverpool, 
his fa th er saw little va lu e in art, 
e n co u ra g in g  him  in stead  to earn  
m oney from his talent by becom ing  
a draughtsm an. H aving attended a 
s c ie n t i f ic  s c h o o l w h e r e  art was 
ridiculed, he fell into accountancy at 
the N ational Coal Board. Eventual 
redundancy in 1981 cam e as relief, 
leaving him free to devote him self to 
draw ing full-tim e. His relationship  
w ith  c o n v e n t io n a l  art r e m a in s  
uneasy; “I ’m not interested in gal
leries. I f  you took m e to London, I'd 
probably spend most o f  the time in 
record shops.”

T h is  d efian t m atter-o f-factn ess  
tends to surface w henever the con
versation  steers towards his work. 
A lth o u g h  he m igh t sh yly  let slip  
glim pses b eh ind  the curtain, he is 
h app ier to focus on practicalities: 
how h e painted wallpaper remnants 
w ith  fo o d  c o lo u r in g  an d  g ra v y

b row n in g  b ecause that was all he  
could afford. And his work is hard  
graft: not just em otionally, but phys
ically draining too, struggling with 
wrist pain and frustration until it 
b ecom es u nb earable and h e m ust 
stop. “I f  I could draw in a different 
style, an easier one for m e, I would. 
But I don’t have a choice.”

IAN PYPER SEES no reaso n  for an a l
ysis: he says he is no t in te rested  in 
co m m u n ica tin g  a m essage to  o th e r  
p eop le  an d  co u ld n ’t care less if  no  
o n e  e v e r  lo o k e d  a t h is  p ic tu r e s  
aga in . H e files th e m  away, g e ttin g  
h is “ s p ir i tu a l  d ia r y ” o u t  p e r h a p s  
twice a year to  look th ro u g h  them . 
B ut all this ca n n o t h ide  his gen u in e ,

enorm ous affection for the fruits o f  
his labour and the figures that p eo
p le them : m aggot b ab ies, h earts  
stitched like tapestries, lost faces. H e  
doesn’t like to share them . “I don’t 
like selling them. I rem em ber each 
as an individual, think about them, 
w ond er w here they are, and miss 
them. I’d like to win the lottery so I 
could buy them  all back!” •

I a n  P y p e r ’s w o rk  c a n  b e  v ie w e d  
a t  R a w  V i s i o n  G a l l e r y ,  L e t c h -  
m o r e  H e a t h ,  n e a r  R a d l e t t ,  
H e r t s .  Tel: 01923  856644 .  Em ail:  
< rawvision@btinternet.com >

Kate Hewlett-Jones is a freelance writer 
living in Graz, Austria.
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A phrodite’s Rock, painting by Steve Whitehead

T H E  P E A C E  O F  W I L D  T H I N G S

W h e n  d e s p a i r  f o r  t h e  w o r l d  g r o w s  i n  m e

a n d  I  w a k e  i n  t h e  n i g h t  a t  t h e  l e a s t  s o u n d

i n  f e a r  o f  w h a t  m y  l i f e  a n d  m y  c h i l d r e n ’s  l i v e s  m a y  b e

I  g o  a n d  l i e  d o w n  w h e r e  t h e  w o o d  d r a k e

r e s t s  i n  h i s  b e a u t y  o n  t h e  w a t e r ,  a n d  t h e  g r e a t  h e r o n  f e e d s .

1 c o m e  i n t o  t h e  p e a c e  o f  w i l d  t h i n g s

w h o  d o  n o t  t a x  t h e i r  l i v e s  w i t h  f o r e t h o u g h t

o r  g r i e f .  I  c o m e  i n t o  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s t i l l  w a t e r .

A n d  I  f e e l  a b o v e  m e  t h e  c l a y - b l i n d  s t a r s  

w a i t i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  l i g h t .  F o r  a  t i m e  

I  r e s t  i n  t h e  g r a c e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  a m  f r e e .

-  Wendell Berry
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THE SPIRITUAL 
LIFE OF ROCKS

 A RT

M I C H A E L  P A R A S K O S  

T h e  a r t  o f  S t e v e  W h i t e h e a d  t r a n s c e n d s  

t h e  o b v i o u s .

S TEVE WHITEHEAD was born  
in  C o v en tr y , E n g la n d , in  
1960 and studied Fine Art at 
N orth W arwickshire C ollege  

o f  A rt a n d  U n iv e r s i ty  C o l le g e  
W ales, A berystw yth. At first sight 
such a start m ight seem  in a u sp i
cious for an artist w ho w ould deal 
with the relationship betw een m ate
r ia l a n d  n o n - m a t e r ia l  r e a l it y .  
Coventry was in the 1960s and 70s 
a very m aterialistic place, a centre  
o f  heavy industry and in particular 
a place producing m otor cars. Yet it 
should  be rem em bered  that other  
artists in terested  in the ideas we see 
in W h ite h e a d ’s w ork  cam e from  
sim ilar industrial and urban back
grounds, from  the Pre-Raphaelites 
o f  the Victorian age to the Expres
sionists o f  Germany, suggesting that 
there is a link betw een  the reality o f  
urban life and the d esire to tran
scend that reality.

Even w hen he m oved on to live 
and study in rural Wales, however, 
there was not an autom atic transfer 
for W hitehead to an en vironm en t 
that was sym pathetic to som ething  
we m ight call a ‘rom antic’ attitude to 
art. Aberystwyth in the late 1970s 
and early 80s was dom inated by for
malist painters who were technically 
and aesthetically highly com petent, 
but had little time for ideas suggest
ing that p ain tin g  m ight m ove the 
viewer beyond the obvious. What is 
more, they were hardened abstract 
artists , n o t at all lik e  th e  rea list  
painter W hitehead was to becom e. 
What they did teach, however, was a

strong respect for the history o f  art, 
encouraging students to learn from  
past m asters. T h is was unusual at 
the height o f  M odernism , when the 
past was m ore often treated as som e
th in g  to rebel against, and  it led  
W h itehead  to start e x p lo r in g  h is
toric artists w ith  w hom  his w ork  
shares a great deal, such as the early 
n in e te e n th -c e n tu r y  B ie d e r m e ie r  
painters o f  n orthern  Europe, and  
German Romantics such as Caspar 
David Friedrich.

W h iteh ead ’s style is m eticu lou s  
and laborious. His art is not about 
g estu ra l e x p r e ss io n , but ab ou t a 
m ore contem plative exp er ien ce  o f  
the w orld, that requires tim e, and  
intellectual and em otional effort, on 
the part o f  both painter and viewer. 
In this it is perhaps m ore holistic  
than expressionism , em ploying both 
m ind and body in an en gagem ent  
with the visual w orld, rather than  
the typical exp ression ist d esire to 
d isengage the m ind. T h rou gh  this 
W hitehead achieves im ages that go  
beyond  a sim ple transfer o f  visual 
experience from  the real world onto  
a flat surface.

W h iteh ea d  b e lie v e s  that c lo se  
en gagem en t, or com m u n ion , with 
physical reality can lead to m eta
physical reality. His paintings move 
beyond being a record o f  the real 
world, into being alternatives to that 
world. They are superficially photo
grap h ic, but in fact they em body a 
k in d  o f  s t illn e s s  an d  m e d ita tiv e  
quality.

A g o o d  ex a m p le  o f  th is is the

painting ‘A phrodite’s Rock’, painted  
by W hitehead in Cyprus whilst he 
was a Visiting Fellow at the Cyprus 
College o f  Art. In real life the rock 
itself is a bizarre enough object stick
ing up out o f  the sea, in a part o f  the 
island where the white mud o f  the 
seabed is con tin u ou sly  stirred up, 
turning the water to the colour o f  
milk. It is not surprising that ancient 
Greeks saw this as a m agical place 
w h e r e  t h e  g o d d e s s  o f  l o v e ,  
Aphrodite, was born. Today the site 
is corrupted by tourism, but W hite
h ead ’s painting re-spiritualizes the 
sense o f  awe that the rock once pro
voked. H e does this through a crisp 
realist techn iqu e that rend ers the  
rock in m ore detail in the painting  
than the eye would see by looking at 
th e  o b je c t  itse lf . T h is  s ta rk n e ss  
recalls th e type o f  em p h asis  that 
o f te n  b a n a l o b je c ts  ta k e  o n  in  
dream s, or in Surrealist paintings. 
In dream s they can becom e symbols 
o f  som ething other than them selves, 
and so in W hitehead’s painting the 
rock  w h e re  A p h r o d ite  was b orn  
b e c o m e s  a sym b ol o f  so m e th in g  
m ore than its physical reality. It is 
this that makes the image so striking 
and, even to a casual passer-by, so 
arresting. •

A selection o f Steve W hitehead’s work 
can be seen at Panter and Hall Fine 
Art, 9 S hepherd  M arket, L ondon , 
W1J 7PF. Tel: 020 7399 9999.

Michael Paraskos is a lecturer in History o f  
A rt at the University o f H ull.
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P O E T R Y
E D I T E D  B Y  P E T E R  A B B S

N E W  V O I C E S

T H IS  ISSUE IS g i v e n  o v e r  t o  tw o  

n e w  v o ic e s .  T h i s  is t h e  h r s t  t i m e  

t h e s e  p o e t s  h a v e  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d ;  

b o t h  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  p o 

t e n c y  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  e l e m e n t  in  

l ife ,  b u t  e a c h  h a s  a  d i f f e r e n t  v o ic e  

a n d  i n t e n t i o n .

M a r t i n  S c h m a n d t  w r i t e s  o f  h i s  

w o r k :  “ I t  h a s  a r i s e n  o u t  o f  t h e  

n e e d  t o  d e v e l o p  f o r  m y s e l f  h r s t  o f  

a l l  a  c o m p e l l i n g  r e l i g i o u s  l a n 

g u a g e .  A t  s t a k e  is n o t  o n l y  s p i r i t u 

a l  c o n v i c t i o n  b u t  a l s o  l a n g u a g e  

i t s e l f .  O u r  t a s k  is  t o  s u s t a i n  t h e  

t e n s i o n  o f  s p i r i t u a l  s e e k i n g . ”

L u c y  C a l c o t t  d e c l a r e s :  “ I t  is m y  

i n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p o e m s  s t a n d  

a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  m o d e r n  t e n d e n c y  

t o w a r d s  i r o n y  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  e x 

p r e s s  t h e  r e l e v a n c e  o f  t h e  a g e - o l d  

c r y  f o r  lo v e  in  a  b r o k e n  w o r l d .  I t  

is m y  a i m  to  d e v e l o p  a  s i m p l e  p o 

e t r y ,  u s u a l l y  i m a g i s t i c ,  a n d  t h e  

p o e m s  a r e  s p a r s e  f o r  th i s  r e a s o n . ”

T h e  p o e t  i s  a  c u l t u r a l  

e c o l o g i s t ,  a  b r i d g e - b u i l d e r ,  

o n e  w h o  d r a w s  d i f f e r e n t  

w o r l d s  t o g e t h e r

-  Peter Abbs

T W O  P O E M S  B Y  M A R T IN  S C H M A N D T

O R D I N A T I O N

From  th e scuttlings o f  a h u n d red  and  seven ty  lives 
we p ressed  in. We b rim m ed  th e ch ap el, on  graves

stood  tip -toe, to w itness, all at on ce, w hat we do  
sn iffin g by in ch es, by crisis, by illness; to hear you

vow, carve your n am e in a m arble groove , dare  
break from  cover, stand in the cross-hairs,

a n n o u n ce  to Fate you r fate, bait chance, 
shake you r fist at th e sn ake-eyed  dice.

You put on  G od like a coat o f  h o les, drink  in G od  
like bullets; start w h ere th e D ead  go.

A  m ouse in the p eregrin e claw grow s w ings, grows w ide 
over his o ld  field.

F r o m  A T T R A C T I O N

On Piero della Francesca’s ‘Magdalen’

T h e  brow  is p rou d , an d  th o u g h  the eyes are inw ard, 
T h e  m outh  is a v o lu p tu ou s eruption;
H er hair is loose , for m o u rn in g  or for love.

She was the first to see th e risen Christ,
a courtesan,

T h e w om an on ce p ossessed  by seven  devils;
here upright, stable, 

Substantial as a tablet o f  th e Law.

Piero dresses h er in billow  green ,
or the green 

of a serpent, but drawn 
Virginal by w hite at waist and  wrist, 

all simplicity, 
columnar, calm 

W ithin the slow  ex p lo sio n  o f  h er cloak -  
its red skin, its white flesh broken, 

the blast 
of Eve’s sha ttered apple 

that made an open book
of good and evil, 

and slammed shut Eden, 
a single infraction 

making law of rupture and attraction.
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St Veronica with the Sudarium

V E R O N IC A  A G A IN

Veronica came by her husband’s bed, 
Keeping vigil night after night, 
Moistening his lips,
Holding his lifeless hand.
Whispering sweetness 
Into his dorm ant mind.
Week after week,
Month after month,
Until he died.
Now Veronica stands
With the bloody print of love
Tarnishing her face and hands.

T H R E E  P O E M S  B Y  L U C Y  C A L C O T T

A D U L T E R E SS

I see him
Drawing in the sand,
The girl glancing up at him.
I see all of us 
Standing around,
With that quick-to-judge
Look in our eyes.
I turn from the noise,
To the silence
To find him again.
Gnarled feet.
Scarred hands.
Long piano playing fingers
Drawing
In the sand.

M A R Y  M A G D A L E N E
I was watching Miriam 
abandon herself to Jesus.
I saw her pour alabaster oil 
gently over his head.
Her frenzied hands 
caress his face.
H er long wisps of ebony hair 
brush over his feet,
drying the great outpouring 
of his tears.
I watched him curl 
his fingers around hers,
lift her head 
from his knees.
Stroke her cheek.
Drink her love 
into holy week.
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P O W E R

O F  T H E  W O R D
P E T E R  A B B S :  P O E T R Y  I S  T O  S P E A K  T H E  T R U T H

W HAT KIND OF poetics 
can we fo rm u la te  out 
o f  a n d  b e y o n d  o u r  
P ost-M odern  age?

Increasingly  over the tw entieth  
cen tu ry  p o etry  has b een  re tir in g  
from  th e  p u b lic  aren a . It w ould  
se e m  a n e u tr a l  a c t o f  c u ltu r a l  
description to say that the power o f  
the word has conceded  to the power 
o f the im age, and the power o f  the 
written word to the power o f  televi
sion, film and video. We live in the 
midst o f  a vast revolution in com m u
nications and a crisis in forms o f  rep
resentation. We have no choice but 
to recognize the way in which the 
various m odes o f  electronic com m u
nication shape the rhythm  o f  our 
sen sib ility  and ex p ec ta tio n . Mass 
com m unications mark the age even  
as they fragm ent and make all things 
kaleidoscopic and ephem eral.

We live in a world o f  two-dim en
sional g lid ing surfaces, o f  constant 
stim ulation and sim ulation, o f  quick
ly rising and fading simulacra. Our 
f a s t -m o v in g  liv e s  a re  l iv e d  o u t  
against a background o f  global news, 
eclectic inform ation, musical them e 
tunes, advertising im ages and gener
al exclam atory hype. T he individual 
is born into a verbal and visual m ael
strom and dies with it.

T h e  p o em s we m ake an d  sing  
must express, in however indirect a 
way, som ething o f  this cultural m ael
strom, even as they struggle to point 
beyond it. T hey need not be Post- 
M odernist —  for irony and pastiche 
c a n n o t take us very far in to  the  
hinterland o f  consciousness —  but 
they m ust relate to our u n p re ce 
d en te d  cu ltu ra l p red ic a m e n t. As 
p oets we h ave to u n d erstan d  the 
actual cultural world in which we 
live but we do not have to coincide

with it. T h e gift o f  poetry involves 
prophetic insight and truth-telling.

OUR TASK, T H E N , is to adapt, not 
by becom ing light entertainers but 
by forging the necessary anti-thesis 
—  to e v o k e  lo st p o s s ib ilit ie s ,  to  
express further patterns o f  connec
tion and sign ification , to converse  
with banished angels and repressed  
dem ons, to cancel and transcend.

Yet the Post-M odernists are right 
in one respect: they warn us o f  the 
dangerous seductions o f  Grand T h e
ory and M aster N arratives —  for 
our sense o f  life is d eep ly  broken  
and in the age o f  in tern et, v id eo, 
te le v is io n  and a m ark et-d irected  
global econom y there can be little 
hope for a national cultural centre

other than that determ ined by vest
ed interests and m ultinational com 
panies. For the m om ent the poet can 
on ly  occu p y  th e ex tr em e  ed g e , a 
p reca rio u s la n d sca p e  o f  shadow s  
where the light is cast by an eclipsed  
sun.

T h is  is n o t  m e a n t  to  in v i t e  
despair but m erely to urge that we 
face d irectly  th e  p r e d ic a m e n t o f  
poetry and then to consider whether 
the negative can in certain definable 
ways be redeem ed. For on the edges 
real lives still unfold, and where life 
unfolds real art can still be created  
an d  th e  sp ir it, tra n sg re ss in g  the  
repressive m aterialism  o f  the age, 
can still darkly flourish. To make the 
point with an exam ple, I would sug
gest that there is m ore fulfilm ent in 
reading a new poem  to a friend or 
to a gathering to mark a w edding or 
a funeral than in having it published  
in The Times Literary Supplement or 
The New York Review o f Books, where 
any exchange may well be entirely  
m echan ica l and  as u n rea l and as 
abstract as a small cheque in the post 
som e m onths later. T h e Greek poet 
Cavafy never offered his volum es for 
sale —  they were privately printed  
and given  as gifts o f  the spirit to 
those individuals who might appre
ciate their narratives, im ages and  
ca d en ces. C avafy ex e m p lifie s  the  
convivial poetics I want to advance. 
But first we must consider the pre
carious condition o f  poetry in post
m odern culture.

C ontem porary poets know they  
are invisible survivors and that the 
g re a t g e n r e  th e y  r e p r e s e n t  is a 
threatened animal in the ecology o f  
culture. A few figures make the situ
ation clear. The late American Poet 
Laureate, Joseph  Brodsky, pointed  
o u t h ow  a s ta n d a r d  p u b lis h in g

Satyr, Villa Garzoni, Collodi
PHOTOGRAPH: EDW IN SMITH
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h ouse in America bringing out a vol
um e o f  poem s would aim at ().()()()1% 
o f  th e  en tir e  p o p u la tio n . P oetry  
journals in Britain —  generally sub
sidized —  sell between 200 and 800  
copies, m ostly to poets published in 
them  or desperately hoping to be. A 
new volum e o f  poetry, on average, 
will sell about the same number.

T h ese slim books, generally u nre
v iew ed  in n ew sp ap ers and m aga
zines, sitting on a few library shelves, 
have a forlorn sem i-existence —  a 
p h an tom  life . Poetry, it has b een  
said, is now only read by poets. Such 
a terrible contraction in less than a 
hundred years has created a poetry  
mafia and a poetry ghetto —  a no-go  
area g u a rd ed  in tern ally  by a few  
mafiosi —  and a general regression  
into a kind o f  narcissism and a cult 
o f  the ironic.

By now it must have becom e clear 
that any convivial poetics for our  
tim e m ust not be confused with the 
naive or the ironic or the suburban. 
Rather, it m ust be m apped inside a 
rem arkable cu lture that goes back 
and back: from T. S. Eliot and Paul 
C elan  and M an d elstam , th ro u g h  
C o le r id g e  an d  G o e th e , th r o u g h  
S h ak esp eare and D ante, to O vid , 
Sappho and H om er —  and to the 
sham ans and m yth-m akers b efore  
them . T here can be no escaping the 
tradition for, again and again , an 
individual word will carry ancient 
p o e tic  se d im e n t, and  o n e  o f  th e  
p o e t’s tasks —  as lan gu age is the 
p o e t’s m ed ium  —  is to shake the 
h id d en  p o llen  and seed s that lie  
there, to allow for a new and quite 
u nexpected  fertilization. An endless 
linguistic resurrection! Not to work 
the deep  geology o f  language is to 
fail the m edium .

IT IS SIMILAR W ITH im a g es and  
rhythms. O ne im m ediate contem po
rary im age com ing into the im agina
tion will often relate to another in 
the tradition and both may relate to 
a single archetypal configuration. A 
fusion takes place securing, at once, 
spiritual depth and a rich tangle o f  
historic association. O ne o f  the tasks 
o f  the poet is to take a particular 
im age into its d eep  im aginal field  
and by so doing increase the supply 
o f  p sych ic en ergy  availab le. Such  
acts o f  connection widen our sense 
o f  what it is to be hum an, and free 
us from  the worst elem ents o f  elec
tronic and com m ercial cu ltu re —  
th e  b a n a lity  o f  s lo g a n s ,  b r a n d

n a m es, ja rg o n , im m e d ia te  m ass- 
think. In this sense, the poet is a cul
tural ecologist, a bridge-builder, one  
who draws different worlds together  
that a n o th er  hard er jo u r n e y  m ay  
con tinu e, that the fu ture m ay not 
fall in to the abyss. T h e p oem  is a 
m agnet drawing together in a new  
forward constellation  th e com p lex  
a s s o c ia t io n s ,  r h y t h m s ,  im a g e s  
already often  present in or u nd er  
the culture. T hus the past enters the 
present and unfolds into the future, 
a s in g le  crea tiv e  g esta lt  w o rk in g  
through time.

H ow then are we to reanim ate  
poetry in our times? I want to sug
gest we de-professionalize it —  that 
we free it from  T h e Arts C ouncil, 
from  P oetry  C o m p e tit io n s , from  
sm all grou p s squabbling for small 
advantage. I want to suggest that we 
m ove dialectically —  that we con 
ceive poetry as essential to the fabric 
o f  our daily intimate lives and yet, at 
the sam e time, root it fiercely in the 
tra n scen d en t an d  O ther, that we 
drive these two en erg ies  togeth er  
until they b ecom e o n e  force, on e  
reality, a lived poetics.

I am haunted by the im age o f  the 
G reek  p o e t  S a p p h o  m a k in g  h er  
sharp lyrical poetry out o f  the daily 
circumstances o f  her life; out o f  her 
inner life o f  feeling as it unfolded in 
relationship  to her actual life and  
circu m stan ces. “Let us su p p o se ”, 
writes the scholar Richard Jenkyns, 
“that the com plete works o f  Sappho  
had survived. We should have had, 
if  we can ju d g e  from  the ex istin g  
fragm ents, a remarkable picture o f  
the daily life and concerns o f  a circle 
o f  friends (and en em ies).” O ne o f  
the surviving fragm ents o f  Sappho  
reads quite simply:

Day in, day out,
I  hunger and 
1 struggle.

It w o u ld  se em , o u t o f  th is  d aily  
h u n g e r  an d  s tr u g g le  —  c lo se  to 
music and dance and intimate with 
the god s and god d esses —  issued  
her lyrical poem s.

But, o f  course, there is noth ing  
vague about such poetic activity. It 
requires a dialectical cast o f  m ind, 
bringing together in on e m anifold  
contrary dispositions o f  the psyche.

T o e v o k e  S a p p h o  is n o t ,  o f  
course, to petition a return to the 
past. T h at is always and for ever  
impossible. For better and for worse, 
we occupy a very different cultural

tim e and space. Yet the im age and  
exam p le o f  Sappho suggest a con 
vivial poetics —  an intimacy in writ
ing out o f  our lives, a m eeting the 
world with the living word, an ex is
tential aesthetics on the ed ge with an 
exploratory com m itm ent to love and 
fr ien d sh ip  and  life . Perhaps such  
values translated  in to  the harsher  
idiom  o f  our ow n tim es could con 
tribute to the renewal o f  our sad and 
withered art and foster a new orien
tation to our work.

At or near th e  en d  o f  H istory  
S app ho can n ot be the person  she 
was at the b eg in n in g . She has to 
change —  even while her gifts and  
obsessions rem ain. T h e struggle —  
day in, day out, over so m any cen
tu r ie s , o v er  so m uch  c o n flic t in g  
experience, after so much intellectu
al argum ent, after so m any m oral 
devastations, after so much know l
ed ge —  necessitates inner develop
m en ts o f  an ex tr em e  and u neasy  
kind. Today the background o f  the 
god s can n ot be taken for granted  
and the innocence o f  sexuality has 
g o n e forever. T h e waters w ashing  
the small island o f  Lesbos are badly 
polluted and the banner o f  Lyrical 
Poetry has been taken down for the 
international banner o f  Coca-Cola.

Y et S a p p h o ’s n e e d  fo r  lo v e  
rem ains and the loss o f  the gods cre
ates a new  conscious im pulse in her 
for m etaphysical g ro u n d in g . T his  
n ew  n e e d  w ith  th e  c o l la p s e  o f  
accep ted  re lig iou s structures and, 
indeed, all backgrounds has becom e 
all but obsessional. Yet she knows 
she is still very hum an, very vulnera
ble, crazy and in quest —  and that 
the power o f  the word is still there to 
express and exp lore her historically 
u n p r e c e d e n te d  p red ica m en t. For 
poetry is not so much a criticism o f  
life, as Matthew Arnold claimed, as 
the creation o f  life, a m eans o f  in ten
sifying, d eep en in g  and exp an d in g  
our existence.

T h e  p o e m  c o m e s  o u t o f  th e  
en gaged  act o f  individual life. We 
have no choice but to begin where 
we are and where we find ourselves 
in relationship to others, as well as to 
Nature and to the realm o f  Spirit. 
We need  an exacting, paradoxical, 
co n v iv ia l p o e tic s :  a p o e t ic s  that 
keeps both anguish and hope alive 
and trembling. •

Peter Abbs is the Poetry Editor o f Resur
gence.
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Fred Beer’s fa ther Arthur (leaning on the gatepost), his uncle Alfie and aunt Lil at Watergap, Welcombe, circa 1902

A N D  L E A V E  
T H E  H O U S E  F R E E

J O H N  M O A T :  A N  I M M A C U L A T E  E M P T I N E S S

D id  I M ENTION that Fred 
B eer has died? T h e year 
before last, at Christmas. 
H e was e ig h ty  an d  had  

lived his life here in the valley, and 
was our neighbour for forty years. 
Firstly along with his father, Arthur 
(who as far as I know was all his 
long life over the way at Watergap) 
and Dolly his mother, and later with 
just Dolly, and then on his own.

We have a photograph  o f  Arthur

and his brother Alfie and his little 
sister L ilian, taken  we reck on  in  
1902. Ju st as w ond erfu l a p h o to 
graph as could ever have b een . T h e  
th r e e  c h ild r e n  so a liv e , an d  so  
unassum ingly assured o f  their live
liness that it seem s unalterable that 
they and their landscape (which is 
barely altered in a h undred  years) 
are each  th e  o th e r ’s p o sse ss io n . 
T h e on e reality ... or the on e fig
m ent. L ooking at that photograph

it s tr ik es  m e that th e  u n iv e r sa l  
m a g ic  th a t  s u r r o u n d s  us a ll is 
som ehow  con ven ed  in that m om ent 
in to  a p r e d e te r m in e d  h e r e  an d  
now. As i f  b e fo re  th at, h ere  was 
w h e r e  it (w h a te v e r  it w as) was 
h e a d e d , an d  a fter  that m o m e n t  
each m om ent was another m om ent 
away. W hen I look at the photo I 
feel exp osed  —  my foot in the val
ley seem s in forty years to have left 
a very ten uou s print. In fact I feel I
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sh o u ld  tread  ev e n  o u r  m ead ow s  
w ith  a cu r io u s  d e lica cy  b eca u se , 
w hile th ere’s certainly now here else  
I b elon g , I can’t be a ltogether con 
fident I b elong h ere either.

1 w as tw e n ty -fo u r  th e  y ea r  I 
arrived, and I think it was that year 
1 w rote a sm all p oem  I titled Ages. 
Four ages, e igh t lines: to each age a 
couplet. T h e last cou p let reads:

Knows how  to depart
And leave the h ouse free.
Forty years c losin g  the gap  on  

my dying  has shown m e that leav
ing th e h ou se  free may be easier 
said than done. But now, as with a 
n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  tr ic k y  s im p le  
t h in g s ,  F re d  h a s  t a k e n  m e to  
school.

Fred generally had trouble with 
his breath ing, and towards the end  
it was just too m uch o f  an effort. 
Finally the day cam e w hen he h im 
se lf  cou ld n ’t m anage the breath ing  
any m ore, which m eant som ething  
or som eon e else w ould have to take 
over. W hich m eant the hospital —  
w h ich  m ea n t le a v in g  W atergap . 
A n to in ette , my w ife, w ho packed  
his bag and took him on his way, 
n ev er  d o u b te d  h e ’d a ccep ted  he  
was leaving for good . Or if  not for 
good , sim ply for ever.

Som e m inutes after th ey’d gone  
1 w ent from  our place across the 
lane —  I think I im agined  I would  
som ehow  be with Fred. But he was 
go n e. W atergap was em pty, u n in 
h a b ite d . T h e  R a y b u rn  w as st ill 
g o i n g ,  a n d  t h e r e  w a s p l e n t y  
en ou gh  around to touch on  m em o
ries. But Watergap had been vacat
ed . A nd  th e n ex t day it was the  
sam e. N o  se n se  o f  v io le n c e  and  
n oth in g  heavily stated —  just the  
clean here and now, with n oth ing  
to im p ed e or spook  w hatever the  
future had in store.

So had Fred not been  attached?  
T h e valley wasn’t ju st his earth, it 
was his everyw here. And whatever 
his a ttach m en t, 1 gu ess it was so 
u n con sid ered  and inclusive a fact 
that it d id n ’t feature in his q u es
tioning. U nless som e w onderm ent 
cam e to h im  th o se  last su m m er  
even ings I saw him  leaning on the 
m eadow  gate, his cap p ush ed  back, 
the o ld  cat lo u n g e d  sh o u ld er  to 
s h o u ld e r  r o u n d  th e  back o f  his 
neck, w atching down the valley the 
swallows in the sunlight slalom ing  
m idge to m idge over the stream.

So what w ere the m em ories ... 
from the slow -turning years before

ever I arrived? Flay-m aking like as 
not. As a boy th ere’d b een  A rthur’s 
shire horse: the hay-m aking h orse
pow er, an d  that sam e slow  m an 
pow er that built the m eadow  banks 
or th e two lea ts a m ile  in all to  
d rive th e m ill. And m uch  o f  the 
m em ory w ould have been  the quiet 
—  harness-shake, switch o f  the tail, 
stream  and b irdsong and the call to 
tea.

W hen I arrived  it w asn’t a lot 
different. Except now the stutter o f  
the Fergie, and ev e n in g s  th e old  
Morris leaving for T h e Anchor, and  
f in d in g  its ow n  way h o m e  g o n e  
eleven . But ch an ge was the order  
and was in som eth in g  o f  a hurry. It 
d id n ’t seem  to  h u rt so m u ch  at 
first. I'he so u n d  o f  th e  m ilk in g  
m achine was sleepy in the sum m er  
even ings, con tinu o to the clink o f  
pails and the scuff o f  hoof. I h elped  
with the hay. T h e horse had gone  
and the scythe, but still it was hay
forks to turn, toss and load first the 
w agon and then  the rick with the 
sweet su n-scented  stu ff —  a small 
en ou gh  skill but on e which with the 
thirsty tired n ess o f  ev en in g  m ade  
o n e  fee l p art o f  th e  r o u n d  and  
slow -breathing o f  the earth.

But then on  the back o f  the trac
tor cam e the sp inner that laid the 
hay in neat rows ready for the pick
up, packing and racket o f  the baler.
I t h in k  th is  w as w h a t ’s c a l le d  
lab our-saving  —  it m eant you no  
lon ger sam pled  the hay, and that 
what was on ce a bit o f  an art was 
red u ced  to a slog . You p aid  the  
baler by the bale, so Fred w asn’t 
w a s t in g  t im e  w ith  sm a ll b a le s .  
Down in the dam p w here the grass 
was heavy with reed , it was all a 
man could do to lift a bale, knee it 
up to his chest and con tinu e the lift 
to arm ’s length  to the man building  
the load. You lifted the bales by the 
twine, and w hen they got rou n d  to 
b ind ing with nylon, then for a w rit
er ’s hands it was blisters by dinner, 
and by tea raw to the bone. N ot 
that tea ever changed —  and you'd  
go w ithout fingers for a week for a 
bit o f  M other’s pasty.

A nyhow , h a y ’s d o n e  with lo n g  
since —  and my better guess is that 
Fred’s m ind was settled  back before  
that. Back to a tim e b efore silage 
and slurry w hen there w ere still fat 
trout in the stream , and never a lad 
not to have tickled on e for his tea. 
T h e real hay is just another m em o
ry, like Fred’s cows that went with

th e  q u otas. A nd now  this sp rin g  
day all the hills around  are silent. 
T h e clarion o f  lam bs was stopped  
abruptly last week —  heaps o f  wool 
ly in g  in th e  f ie ld s . W h at w o u ld  
Fred, leant on his gate, be th in k 
ing? M ore than likely not a lot. If it 
wasn’t in his valley, this old  virus, 
th en  it was e lse w h e r e , an d  e ls e 
w here is neighbours to now here at 
all. Sutcom be or Siberia ... it’s not a 
lot o f  odds.

G on e, and left th e h ou se  free. 
N o t h in g  o f  h is ;  n o  b e h e s t ,  n o  
b eq u est to h o ld  back th e fu tu re, 
nor to hurry it on. And now I’ll tell 
you  so m eth in g , th e m o m en t for
gives it all. In fact my best guess is 
that if  it were this even in g  Fred was 
le a n in g  on  his g a te , h e ’d not be 
w a stin g  p re c io u s  b rea th  d ig g in g  
over the past. T h e r e ’d be p len ty  
en o u g h  to h and , and to ear and  
eye. T h e stream  full and run clear, 
c h a t t e r in g  a f te r  th e  r a in . T h e  
th ru sh  —  yes, th ru sh es are back  
this year, thank God. N o swallows 
yet, but so m any birds.

N ew  grass in the m eadow s, and  
alon g the path the celan d in e op en  
in the sunsh ine like the milky way 
g o n e  to butter. G orse and b lack 
thorn on the hill, and in the hed ges  
alread y  th e b lu eb ells  and ... and  
already so many flowers. N ot that 
Fred could  be d o in g  with flowers, 
not if  they w eren’t set businesslike 
on the kidney beans. W hich makes 
it worth telling that the day he was 
b u r ie d , a p r o p e r ly  dark  d ay in 
Decem ber, I stopped by on  the way 
up to the church , to feel again if  
there was an yth ing  abroad in the 
h o u s e ,  h a lf - e x p e c t in g ,  I th in k ,  
th e r e ’d be a w a v e r in g  o f  v o ic es  
from the room  at the en d , the glee  
o f  the fam ed Boxing-D ay party at 
w hat was ca lled  W atergap A rm s, 
with Fred behind the bar resp on 
sive to the room ’s sway, A rthur on 
his squeeze-box lead in g  the carols, 
and A un tie D ora’s laugh like she 
was a rooster w ho’s laid an eg g  ... 
but no, just the im m aculate em p ti
ness. So then  1 was leav in g , but, 
wanting to stop a m om ent longer, 1 
took a glance round the back, and  
there in the wreck o f  D olly’s flow
er -b ed , on a w in ter-w reck ed  o ld  
b u sh  w as ( I ’m t e l l in g  y o u  th is  
ridiculous truth) on e red im m acu
late rose. •

John  M oat is a poet, a painter and a 
novelist.
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Nearing the Ja in  temples, Palitana, Gujarat, India PHOTOGRAPH: R A ACHARYA/DINODIA PICTURE LIBRARY

S A T I S H  K U M A R  a n d  J U N E  M I T C H E L L

F ROM AHMEDABAD, early in 
the m orning, we started our 
bus jo u rn ey  to Palitana. It 
took us five hours to arrive 

at our destination. This is the most 
sacred place o f  p ilgrim age for the 
Jains. O ne p ilgrim age to Palitana, 
according to tradition, is considered  
eq u a l to  ten  p ilg r im a g e s  to any  
other holy site. Palitana was, is and 
will always remain the holiest o f  the 
h oly sanctuary. For the liberation  
from the forces o f  attachm ent, anger 
and desire and for the realization of 
peace and joy  within, one needs to 
go to Palitana and m editate upon  
the m ountain.

N ext m orning at six o ’clock we 
started ou r ascent o f  M ount Sha- 
trunjaya. T h e  2 ,0 0 0 -fee t  clim b is 
m ade easy by nearly 3 ,0 0 0  steps. 
With each step pilgrims contem plate 
th a t th e y  a re  m o v in g  u p w a r d s ,  
tow ards a state o f  e n lig h ten m e n t  
w here pain  and p leasu re , sorrow  
and happiness, loss and gain can no  
longer disturb. As we were clim bing  
the m ountain, the sun was clim bing  
up the sky. T h e horizon was steeped  
in deep  orange, a dawn o f  lum inosi
ty. T h e  p ilg r im a g e  co n n e c te d  us 
with the lum inosity o f  the sky and  
the luminosity o f  the heart.

Our fellow pilgrims were singing

sacred songs and chanting mantras. 
Many o f  them  w ere walking bare
foot, as their adherence to nonvio
lence does not allow them  to wear 
shoes m ade o f  animal skins. “Touch
ing the holy ground with the bare 
skin o f  your feet connects you to the 
spirit o f  the place,” said a pilgrim.

A fter o n e  an d  a h a lf  h ou rs o f  
clim bing we reached the top, where 
a w hole town o f  tem ples was buzzing  
with the d evo tees. N in e  h u n d red  
tem ples adorn the peak. The most 
sacred o f  them  is the tem ple o f  Acli- 
nath, the first o f  the twenty-four Jain  
tirthankaras (spiritual guides). In the 
tem ple, which was m odest in size, we
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j o i n e d  th e  d e v o t e e s  w h o  w e r e  
en gaged  in reciting the nam e o f  Adi- 
nath and draw ing the sacred sym 
bols, with rice.

Behind the tem ple is the sacred 
tree believed  to be the on e u nd er  
w h ic h  A d in a t h  o b t a i n e d  t h e  
su prem e know ledge. T h e devotees 
circum am bulate the tree over and  
over so that their souls are liberated 
by the power o f  the tree.

A ro u n d  th e  te m p le  th e r e  are  
im ages o f  th e o th er  tw en ty-th ree  
tirthankaras; som e o f  them  are in 
w hite m arble, som e in red stone, 
som e in black and som e in yellow. 
This indicates that in the Jain tradi
tion en lightenm ent is achieved by all 
t h e  r a c e s  o f  h u m a n i t y .  O n e  
t ir th a n k a ra  —  M allin a th  —  is a 
w om an, showing that en lightenm ent 
is not gender-specific either.

Pilgrims believe that the sim plest 
way to find self-liberation is the way 
o f  devotion —  bhakti. You surrender 
your ego , your individuality, even  
you r id en tity  to A dinath , so that 
there is no separation between the 
pilgrim and the divine. Bhakti is the 
m eans and the goal o f  the pilgrims 
who stay in Palitana for weeks and  
climb the m ountain every day. Some 
go  up  tw ice: at daw n an d  dusk . 
T h ere  are over 1,000 Jain  m onks 
and nuns in the town who practise 
bhakti. T here is a continuous flow o f  
Jain  p ilgrim s w ho find  th e p eace  
and purity o f  this place utterly capti
vating. H aving refreshed them selves 
in the atm osphere o f  devotion, they 
can return to their ordinary lives re
enchanted  and reinvigorated.

On our way back, half-way down  
we visited the tem ple o f  Padmavati. 
She is the gu ard ian  an gel o f  the  
tw e n ty -th ird  t ir th a n k a ra , Parsh- 
wanath. Placing the paste o f  sandal
wood on  our forehead, the keeper o f  
the tem ple said, “Padmavati is the 
goddess o f  grace and protects all pil
grim s. H er nam e m eans the lotus 
spirit: as the lotus is tender, multi- 
petalled and pure, so is Padmavati. 
T hose who invoke her spirit —  the 
sp irit o f  the lo tu s -— will rece ive  
lotus qualities: the ability to stand in 
the m ud. T h e lotus is the symbol o f  
detachm ent. As 110 mud can stick on 
the lo tus, no n egative karm a can  
stick to a pilgrim who is devoted to 
Padm avati. A state o f  eq u anim ity  
within reveals our gentle lotus quali
ties. It is up to us whether we sit on  
the soft seat o f  lotus or 011 the hard 
bed o f  nails. Life is what we make o f

it. A lo tus life is a life o f  beauty, 
colour and petals o f  joy. Padmavati 
asks the pilgrim s, ‘I am lotus: are 
you? If not, why not?’”

We sat facing the im age o f  G od
dess Padmavati for ten or so m inutes 
contem plating on lotus and w onder
ing why we hit our heads against the 
rocks o f  ego and bleed ourselves into 
sorrow and suffering w hen we are 
capable o f  lettin g  go  and b ein g  a 
lotus.

We said to Padmavati, “Yes, G od
dess, yes; why not? Why not be like 
lotus when we are lotus?” With sighs 
o f  relief and realization we bowed to 
the Goddess.

AT THE BOTTOM o f  the hill, on  the 
left, as we cam e d ow n , there is a 
newly built tem ple which celebrates 
the first teaching o f  Mahavir. Here 
the im age o f  Mahavir seated under a 
tree sim ultaneously faces four direc
tions. It is believed that angels and  
dem ons, kings and queens, m onks 
and nuns, m en and w om en, lions 
and deer, elephants and eagles all 
cam e to him. He sat in utter silence 
and yet ev ery o n e  u n d ersto o d  his 
message.

TH E N E X T  M O R N IN G  w e w er e  
invited by Jayu Shah for breakfast at 
one o f  the Jain guest houses where  
pilgrims are offered a m eal for one  
rupee. It is a token charge so that 
pilgrim s d on ’t feel em barrassed to 
be given som ething free —  but in 
effect it is a gift so that the act o f  pil
grim age can be undertaken by rich 
and poor alike.

Jayu Shah was a businessm an in 
Mumbai. O ne day he decided  that 
he had had enough; all the w heeling  
an d  d e a lin g  o f  b u sin ess  was n ot 
w o rth  h is p r e c io u s  t im e . So he  
renounced the pursuit o f  fam e and 
fortune and decided to live a life o f  
simplicity and service. Now he walks 
barefoot, sleeps on  the floor on a 
mat, and takes care o f  pilgrim s to 
Palitana.

We joined  Jayu Shah for a sim ple 
breakfast o f  local bread, sun-dried  
vegetables and fresh milk. After the 
food was finished, Jayu m eticulously  
cleared the thali (a meal plate) and 
the small bowl, rinsed them  with a 
l i t t l e  w a te r  a n d  d r a n k  i t .  H e  
explained that this is the Jain way o f  
finishing the meal so that noth ing is 
wasted and there will be hardly any 
washing up to do! He was indeed  a 
perfect exam p le o f  Jain  sim plicity

and ecology.
Afterwards he took us to see his 

latest project som e ten miles away 
from Palitana. It is a cow sanctuary, 
k n o w n  as g o sh a la . T h e  s ta te  o f  
Gujarat was suffering from drought. 
For the past three years there has 
been 110 rain whatsoever. T he cattle 
suffer the most; therefore, Jayu wel
com es cows and bullocks which have 
no food and no water. T he farmers 
c a n n o t  a ffo r d  to  k eep  th e m , so  
dozens and dozens o f  animals were 
being brought to this goshala every 
day. Already there were over 4,000  
h ead  o f  ca ttle  w hich  w ere e iv eno
refuge. Jayu was preparing to take 
up to 10,000. He was raising m oney 
to dig wells and to buy food. 2 ,000  
trees were planted on the site. T he  
cow s w ere w ell lo o k ed  after by a 
team o f devoted workers. T he place 
was clean; the cow d un g was gath
ered  twice a day and turned  into  
fuel or com post. T housands o f  cattle 
with enorm ous horns stood side by 
side peacefully and in good  temper, 
ch ew in g  th e ir  cu d  —  no sign  o f  
aggressiveness. T h ey  seem ed  as if  
they were in a haven.

“Cows are an essential part o f  the 
econom y: they p rovide milk, fuel, 
com post, and bullocks for threshing  
and ploughing. Bullocks are also the 
workers to press oil in the village oil 
press. Bullock-carts transport m ore 
good s than all the In dian  freight  
trains put together. T herefore, Jains 
have taken great care and shown  
their com p assion  in look in g  after 
cows. Even when cows are old and 
no longer useful we look after them  
at th e  s p e c ia lly  b u ilt  o ld  c o w s ’ 
hom e,” said Jayu, who did not seem  
to discrim inate between his devotion  
to r e lig io n , to g u ests  an d  to the  
cows. In Jayu’s view cows are, there
fore we are, “W hile taking care o f  
cows, you learn to take care o f  every
thing. You becom e a caring person,” 
said Jayu.

AT MIDDAY WE MET a great Jain  
m onk —  m uni Flitaruchi. Before he 
b eca m e  a m o n k , h e  w as a w ell-  
known diam ond m erchant in M um
bai. After many years o f  dealing in 
diam onds he heard  an inner call
ing— “Is your entire life m eant to be 
spent like this? Will you find the  
tru e m ea n in g  in th ese  d iam on d s  
which are ultimately pieces o f  stone? 
W hy not d eal in tru e d iam onds?  
T h e diam onds o f  the soul qualities: 
com passion, love and truth.”
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T h e calling was so overw helm ing  
that Hitaruchi threw the shopful o f  
diam onds into the street and took 
vows o f  poverty. H e becam e a wan
dering m onk with a begging bowl in 
his hands.

Hitaruchi started to practise m ed
itation and study the Sanskrit lan
g u a g e .  “T h e  r e a l t r e a s u r e s  o f  
wisdom  are encapsulated in the San
skrit scriptures,” said the muni.

“M any Jains are Jains in nam e  
only: their understanding and prac
tice o f  Jain principles are paper thin. 
T hey have becom e bounded by ritu
als w ithout the living practice.” So 
m o n i H itaru ch i d ec id e d  to w ear 
organic, unbleached cotton as a hrst 
step towards the practice o f  nonvio
lence. He persuaded som e farmers 
to grow  cotton  w ith ou t chem icals  
and spinners and weavers to make 
th e  c lo th  by h a n d  a n d  k e e p  it 
unbleached. This was a true revival 
o f  G andhian khadi. “In the recent 
past khadi is being m ade with inor
ganic cotton, m ixed with polyester  
and bleached. What a travesty o f  the 
id e a ls  o f  G a n d h i a n d  k h a d i ,” 
Hitaruchi protested.

T h e m onk said to his followers 
that if  they wished to walk with him, 
then walk in sim plicity —  no cars, 
trucks, lorries or je e p s  sh ou ld  be 
used to carry their tents, food and 
other belongings, as these fossil-fuel- 
guzzling m eans o f  transportation are 
most violent to Earth and are against 
Jain principles. Only the least vio
lent and traditional m eans must be 
used  such as bullock-carts. Better  
still, carry your bags on your back!

Hitaruchi and his followers came 
o n  a w a lk in g  p i lg r im a g e  fro m  
Ahm edabad to Palitana. T here were 
over 1,000 p eop le  w ho m ade the  
sacred journey. A long the way they 
ate only organic food and cooked on 
ren ew ab le  fuels su ch  as w ood  or 
c o w - d u n g  f ir e s .  N o  e le c tr ic i ty ,  
k erosen e, p etro l or gas was used. 
T h e utensils used were not m ade in 
factories: no stainless steel, nor plas
tic. All p ots and p ans and p lates  
w e r e  m a d e  o f  c o p p e r , b ra ss  or  
bronze, traditional metals com m only  
used in India. T he utensils were all 
m ade by hand. This was a unique 
e x a m p le  o f  p r a c t is in g  p u r ity  o f  
m eans for the purity o f  ends.

T here seem s to be som ething spe
cia l a b o u t G u jarat. It p r o d u c e d  
Mahatma Gandhi, and now here is 
H itaru ch i, a rev o lu tio n a ry  m onk  
who teaches simplicity and genuine

sp ir itu a lity . S om e J a in s call h im  
extrem ist, but he is a sincere m onk  
w ho practises what he preaches.

T h er e  was a great buzz in the  
room . A large num ber o f  peop le had 
com e to Hitaruchi for his teachings. 
“N onvio len ce m ust be the n on vio 
lence o f  m ind, o f  thought, o f  speech  
and in everyday life. It is not merely 
a pious doctrine but a way o f  life and 
only through the practice o f  nonvio
lence can on e find fulfilm ent, joy, 
and true peace. N onviolen ce is an 
a ll-em b rac in g  p r in c ip le . It is the  
s e e d  p r i n c i p l e  as w e l l  as th e  
suprem e principle. N on vio len ce is 
not only not harm ing others for their 
sakes; it is about not harm ing others 
for one’s own sake. W hen we harm

o th ers we are h a rm in g  ou rse lves  
even m ore,” said Hitaruchi.

“N onviolence is not just a matter 
o f  personal behaviour. N onviolence  
includes social, political, econom ic  
and ecological dim ensions. If there 
is social injustice, political op p res
sion, wasteful industrial production  
and destruction o f  natural resources, 
then it is im possible to practise n on 
violence.”

With this m essage Hitaruchi was 
walking from village to village ask
ing peop le to seek contentm ent in 
quality  o f  life rath er than  in the  
q u an tity  o f  m ateria l p o ssess io n s . 
H ita r u c h i is a p r o p h e t  o f  J a in  
ecology. •

(to be continued)
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L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

S U S T A I N A B L E  O P T I O N S

Fair farming, p la n t fu e ls  and food for thought.

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  

I M P A C T  O F  F A R M I N G

Dear Editor

I WAS DELIGHTED to read J ules Pret
ty’s article about the real costs o f con
ventional farm ing (Resurgence 205), 
especially as the European Environ
ment Agency instigated his report via 
a small grant to help him estim ate 
such costs for the EU as a whole. As 
Jules says, his initial estimates are very 
conservative, and obviously omit the 
external costs o f  the foot-and-mouth 
disease which the UK tourist industry 
and taxpayers are currently paying  
for.

Som e may argue against putting  
monetary values on such intangibles as 
honeybees and hedgerows. However, 
without such estim ates, their values 
enter our market-dominated societies 
at virtually zero, and are therefore 
that much easier to destroy and lose. 
Any monetary value greater than zero 
helps to draw attention to one o f the 
three prices we pay for our food: over 
the counter; through tax-funded sub
sidies; and via en vironm en tal and  
health externalities. Such evaluations 
also help to lay the basis for the green 
taxes on , for ex a m p le , p estic id es, 
nitrates, wastes and energy that are 
needed to help bring these external 
costs into market prices.

In 1989, while at Friends o f the 
Earth, I commissioned, along with the 
Inland Revenue Staffs Federation, the 
first European study into equity impli
cations o f the green taxes that would 
be needed to bring the huge environ
mental externalities o f energy, trans
p ort and a gricu ltu re  in to  m arket 
prices. Whilst there has been consider
able progress since then, with the 
internalization o f  some externalities 
into prices in the transport and energy 
se c to r s , th e r e  has b een  no su ch  
progress in agriculture.

Hopefully, BSE and the foot-and- 
mouth disease will help speed up the 
process o f  reform ing the Com m on  
Agricultural Policy, allowing organic 
and conventional farming to compete 
more fairly in the marketplace, with 
due recognition given to their very dif

ferent negative and positive externali
ties. We hope that our forthcom ing  
report on the environmental impact of 
agriculture will contribute to the pro
cess o f such reform.

Yours sincerely  
David Gee
Information N eeds Analysis and 

Scientific Liaison 
European Environment Agency 
Copenhagen 
Denmark

P L A N T  D I E S E L

Dear Editor

I VERY much concur with issue 207’s 
views based on a solar economy and 
sustainability but practical solutions 
seem to be out o f reach.

ical for governments to consider hemp 
as a fuel than to decriminalize its use 
as a drug. The rebel government of 
Bougainville PNG, cut off from civi
lization, has adopted coconut oil which 
runs its old diesel vehicles just as well.

The use of such alternatives repre
sents no net COa atmospheric burden 
when combusted.

Using plant diesel would strength
en global economies at the mercy of 
OPEC and petroleum  multinationals 
and add utility to agriculture, atmo
sphere and the sun.

Yours sincerely  
Rajith Dissanayake 

(MSc FRAS)
31 Elmwood Avenue 
Kenton, Harrow HA3 8AJ

S IM P L E  

L I V I N G

Dear Editor

ILLUSTRATION: VERONICA GOSLING

One simple solution which has not 
been aired is the use o f plant fuels as 
viable alternatives to petroleum  and 
how such a switch would alter our very 
relationship with the atmosphere.

Hemp oil was regarded as the origi
nal diesel by the Ford Motor Company 
before deciding on crude oil for its 
automobiles. It would be far more rad

1N RESURGENCE  191 
K ir k p a tr ic k  S a le  
reviewed a book The 
Plain Reader edited by 
Scott Savage. I even
tually obtained a copy 
of the book and have 
read it several times. 
The essays on vari

ous aspects of ‘simple’ 
l iv in g  A m ish -s ty le  
m a k e t h o u g h t f u l  
r e a d in g  in  o u r  
rushed  society. T he  
book states that the 
A m ish  w ay o f  l if e  
strengthens com m u
nity spirit and leads 
to peace and content
ment.

Does anyone know 
o f  p e o p le  liv in g  a 

Christian, simple lifestyle such as this 
in the UK or Europe?

Mr D. A. Sowter 
71 Main Street 
Palterton, Chesterfield 
Derbys 
S44 6UR
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Bjorn Lomborg says things are not so bad... p h o t o g r a p h :  d a m r o n g j a n t a w o n s u p

N O  F R I E N D  O F  T H E  E A R T H

B RACE YOURSELF. Things look 
b le a k .  A s a r e s u l t  o f  
h u m an k in d ’s im pact on the 

en vironm en t species are becom ing  
extinct at a rate “1,500 times higher 
th an  n a tu ra l b a ck g ro u n d  e x t in c 
tion”. Furtherm ore, “20% o f  tropical 
forests” have disappeared. A third o f  
fish are taken from  stocks showing  
decline and 38% o f  agricultural land 
is degraded to som e degree.

So says Bjorn Lomborg, the self- 
styled “sceptical en v iron m en ta list” 
who has ignited the ire o f  the Green 
m ovem ent with a series o f  articles 
and the publication o f  his book. But 
you have to wonder: if these are the 
conclusions o f  a sceptical en viron 
mentalist, how does the average or

A n d r e w  S i m m s  believes 
the case m ade by this 

‘sceptical environm entalist’ 
is really that o f  a credulous 

econom ist.

T h e S k ep tica l E n v iro n m en ta list
Bjorn Lomborg

Cambridge University Press, UK, 2001, 
£17 .95

doom -laden Green see things?
This is on e o f  L om borg’s prob

lems. O ne m om ent he picks fights 
w ith lo n g -fo rg o tten  gh osts o f  the  
en vironm en tal m ovem en t, such as

t h o s e  w h o  t h o u g h t  a ll n a tu r a l  
resources would run out next Tues
day. T he next, he agrees with nega
tiv e  a sse s sm e n ts  o f  th e  p la n e t ’s 
health but com es to econom ic policy 
conclusions that, in terms o f  the ana
lytical rigour he dem ands o f others, 
fall way below standard.

T h e r e  are a lso  o d d it ie s  in  his 
a rgu m en ts, co n sid er in g  that they  
have been sold as an attack on m ain
stream Greens. H e asserts that there 
is enough food in the world to feed  
everybody today and plenty o f  know
how  to im p rove p rod uctiv ity  and  
m eet future dem and. D evelopm ent 
exp erts have used  the sam e argu
m ent to deny the need for biotech
n o lo g y  in  th e  fo o d  c h a in .  N o
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e n v ir o n m e n ta lis t  w ou ld  d isa g re e  
with Lom horg’s cursory dismissal o f  
nuclear power as an expensive secu
rity risk or his plea for huge invest
ment in solar power.

Lom borg is a deliberate contrari
an. H e is like a border-guard with 
statistics, one who dem ands that all 
visitors have forms filled out in tripli
cate, until he sees a face he likes and 
then just waves them through.

For the first p o in t, take g lobal 
warm ing. T he book's hype leads you 
to suspect that he will deny its reality. 
But Lom borg concedes that it is hap
pening, is hum an-driven, is serious 
and will im pose the greatest costs on 
th ose in th e w orld  w ho can least  
afford to deal with it. H e also has no 
dispute with the possibility o f  ‘catas
tro p h e’ scenarios, such as the co l
lapse o f  the w estern A ntarctic ice 
sheet, causing a 10m rise in sea level.

He focusses on uncertain climatic 
feedbacks that could swing towards 
m ore or less g lobal w arm in g  but 
em phasizes the lower end o f  future 
projections. He simply believes that 
th in g s  w ill n ot be that b ad . H e  
replaces the precautionary principle 
with the com placency code. Do not 
waste m oney on preventing climate 
change, he says. It would be better to 
rely on  increased aid flow to help  
poor countries, or trust to the global

marketplace, m anaged by the World 
Trade Organization (WTO).

Here the sceptical environm ental
ist becom es the credulous econom ist. 
O n o n e  h a n d , th e  a p p a ll in g  aid  
record  o f  in d u stria lized  cou n tr ies  
holds little prom ise. On the other, it 
is not realistic to expect poor coun
tries such as Bangladesh, which faces 
the prospect o f  an extra 20 million  
en v iron m en ta l refu gees, to defeat  
p overty  by com p etin g  with China  
th rough  the WTO for the w orld ’s 
textile trade.

T h e r e  are c o n tr a d ic t io n s  and  
im portant om issions in L om borg’s 
book that u nd erm in e his case. He 
assesses the value o f  gross dom estic 
p r o d u c t  as an in d ica to r  w ith o u t  
m entioning an im portant rival mea
sure, the widely referenced Index o f  
S u s ta in a b le  E c o n o m ic  W e lfa r e ,  
d e v is e d  b y  H e r m a n  D a ly , th e  
econom ist. Professor Daly showed in 
the US that growth can be “uneco
nom ic” —  that as the econom y gets 
bigger, welfare can decline. T h e cru
cial determ inant to raising welfare, it 
seem s, is not crude growth but poli
cies that ensure better distribution.

Lom borg ascribes problem s with 
m anaging the global com m ons, such 
as the world’s fisheries, to a lack o f  
d e c e n t  p r o p er ty  r ig h ts  re g im e s .  
Rightly concerned about the limita

tions o f  the Kyoto protocol, he fails 
even to mention the main contender to 
so lve g lobal w arm ing, a lth ou gh  it 
would answer all his doubts. Plan B for 
climate change, the Contraction and 
Convergence model, requires setting a 
maximum greenhouse gas concentra
tion target. After that, all countries logi
cally claim their right to share the 
‘em issions p ie’, achieving per capita 
entitlements that become equal within 
an agreed period of time.

T h e  sch em e m eets US req u ire
m ents for global involvem ent, while 
the tradable rights help  solve the  
problem  faster and m ore surely. It 
has also won enorm ous governm ent 
support worldwide.

Intentionally or not, Lom borg has 
written the ‘business-as-usual’ bible. 
It would be great to believe his m es
sa g e . We c o u ld  all r e t ir e , c lim b  
m o u n ta in s and  w rite n ovels. But 
Lom borg’s assurances feel like those 
you get from a barefoot taxi driver 
with only twenty per cent vision: one 
who says that everything will be fine 
—  he knows the way —  and then  
sp eed s, sq u in ting  heavily th rough  
the windscreen, down the motorway 
at 1 OOmph. •

Andrew Simms is head o f the Global Econo
my Program m e at the N ew  Economics 
Foundation.

P A R A D I S E  F O U N D

T HIS IS a  BOOK to delight all 
gardeners —  those, too, who 
regard the garden as one o f  

the greatest art forms. It traces the 
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  g a r d e n  d e s ig n  
worldwide from m edieval gardens to 
the contem porary creations o f  twen- 
ty-first-century designers. As well as 
the classic gardens o f  Le Notre and 
‘C a p a b ility ’ B row n  —  B len h e im , 
V ersailles, Stow e, V aux-le-V icom te  
—  the book includes gardens o f  the 
East —  Daisen-in and Katsura Rikyu 
in Kyoto, the ‘N ew ’ Sum m er Palace 
Gardens in Beijing —  and others in 
In d ia , F in la n d , R ussia , S w e d e n , 
P olan d , A m erica  an d  Sri L anka. 
O ther gardens illustrated and d is
cussed — there are seventy-seven o f  
them  in all —  include Ryoan-ji in 
Japan, the Villa d ’Este and Boboli in 
Italy, Tsarskoe and Petershof in St 
Petersburg, the Taj Mahal in Agra,

J o h n  L a n e  d e l ig h ts  in  
s o m e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’s love l ie s t  

g a rd e n s .

Ic o n s  o f  G arden D e s ig n
Edited and with an introduction by 

Caroline Holm es 
Prestel, UK, 2001, £19.95

th e  T u ile r ie s  in F ran ce , a n d , in 
E n glan d , H am pton  C ourt, C hats- 
w orth, Castle H ow ard, Stourhead, 
K ew, H id c o t e  M a n o r  an d  S iss-  
inghurst. I have had the good for
tune to visit all of these and it is true 
to say that they have given  m ore  
pleasu re than all but the greatest 
pieces o f  music 1 know.

O f co u rse , for all its sp len d id  
p hotograp hy, a book o f  this kind  
cannot reproduce the experience o f  
a walk through a paradise garden,

but it can act as a reminder, an inspi
r a t io n  a n d  a p o in t e r  t o w a r d s  
d elig h ts  to com e. L ook in g  at the  
photographs o f  the formal gardens 
at the C hateaux o f  C h en on ceau x , 
Vaux-le-Vicomte and Villandry —  all 
c lip p ed  b ox h ed g es, top iary yews 
and p otager squares —  I want to 
catch the first train, spend the night 
in the locality and be the first to 
en ter them  the follow ing m orning  
whilst the dew is still on the grass! 
Equally attractive are those w onder
ful Italian gardens —  Palazzo Far- 
nese, Villa Lante and Sacro Bosco —  
w hich  d e p e n d  on  th eir  u n io n  o f  
nature and architecture; or, if  you  
prefer, the delectable English ones, 
leafy, r o m a n tic , u n tra in ed  —  or  
seem ingly so. Another advantage o f  
this attractive book is that each entry 
is accom panied by a short essay on  
the d evelopm ent and influences o f
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the garden concerned.
Adm ittedly the creation o f  a great 

garden takes im agination, dedicated  
practice and m oney —  a great deal 
o f  cash. It is one o f  my regrets that 
som e o f  the m oney allocated to the 
country’s cultural establishm ents —  
m useum s, art galleries, opera hous
es an d  c o n c e r t  h a lls  —  was n ot  
em ployed to create great new parks 
and city gardens. T h ese w ould, o f  
course, have taken lengthy periods 
to establish; but if  major developers  
can bide their tim e to buy up prop
er ties  in  th e in terests  o f  m ak in g  
money, I fail to see why the State or 
L ocal A u th or ities  cou ld  n ot have  
done the sam e in the interests o f  the 
public. Regardless o f  age, race, class 
or incom e, a garden is the on e thing  
w hich  ev ery o n e enjoys. N o n e th e 
less, if  this is not to be, som e o f  us 
can still create our ow n places o f  
sanctuary. •

John Lane is author o f many hooks, includ
ing Timeless Sim plicity (Green Books, 
£8.95).

R I G H T  R E L A T I O N S H I P S

IT IS CLEAR to m ore and m ore 
people that if we are to solve the 
massive ecological and social cri

sis o f  our times we need  new ways o f  
seeing ourselves and the world. Our 
o ld , h a b itu a l u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  
hum an beings as isolated individuals 
liv in g  in a m ach in e-lik e u n iverse  
which we can exploit and conquer to 
satisfy our every whim and fancy is 
out-of-date and is increasingly dan
gerous. T h e philosophy and science 
which we have inherited  from the 
seventeenth century have delivered  
sign ifican t b en efits , but have also  
d eliv e re d  u n to  us th e very crisis  
itself. As such, they cannot help us in 
finding a way out.

So argues the philosopher Mary 
M idgley in this brief, well-w ritten  
and cogently argued book. Gaia the
ory, M idgley su ggests, is the ‘big  
idea’ which could help us out o f  our 
difficulties. T he theory, as form ulat
ed by its originator Jam es Lovelock, 
suggests that the Earth is a self-sus
taining, life-like entity in which myr
ia d  t i g h t l y - c o u p l e d  f e e d b a c k  
re la tio n sh ip s  b etw een  liv in g  and  
n o n -liv in g  th in g s (such as rocks,

S t e p h a n  H a r d i n g  hopes 
this book will reach the 

heart o f  governm ent.

Gaia: T h e  N e x t  B ig  Idea
Mary M idgley

Demos, UK, 2001, £ 9 .9 9

atm osp here and oceans) m aintain  
habitable conditions on the surface 
o f  the Earth over huge periods o f  
time, despite major threats such as 
m e te o r ite  im p a c ts  an d  an ev e r -  
brightening sun.

Lovelock is an em inent scientist, 
and his insight is form ulated in care
fully phrased  sc ien tific  la n g u a g e . 
However, for Midgley, Gaian think
ing goes beyond science. It is “an 
idea large enough to have both a sci
entific and religious aspect”, an idea 
consonant both with a system s sci
en ce  view  o f  th e Earth an d  with  
a n c ie n t eco lo g ica l w isd om  w hich  
sees the whole o f  creation as alive, 
majestic, relational and intelligent. 
Thus, Gaian thinking in its broadest 
sense can help our culture to reunite

science and spirituality, em powering  
us to appreciate why the Earth and 
its in h a b ita n ts  m a tter  in an d  o f  
them selves, irrespective o f  any use 
we might put them  to. Inspired by 
such  a h o listic , p an oram ic v ision  
there is a chance that we will at last 
m ove towards a right relationship  
with the Earth.

With its concise, clear and careful 
argum entation, this book is an excel
lent in troduction  to holistic think
in g ,  a n d ,  c o n v e r s e l y ,  to  th e  
lim ita tion s o f  th e E n lig h ten m e n t  
project in general and o f  neo-Dar
winism  in particular. Perhaps it is 
tim ely, and a good  sign , that the 
p o lit ic a l  th in k - ta n k  D e m o s  has  
decided to publish this book. May all 
the p o litic ian s and policy-m akers  
w ho turn to D em os for ideas and  
advice read it immediately. And may 
they feel the stirrings o f  Gaia within 
them , for unless we act on such stir
r in g s , an d  so o n , th is  p a r t ic u la r  
divine m other will surely show us 
her displeasure. •

Stephan Harding teaches Gaia Theory and  
Deep Ecology at Schumacher College.

‘Island’ rocks amid the ‘sea
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G E T  R I C H  Q U I C K

N EXT TIM E YOU are stuck  
c o m m u tin g  to  w o rk , ask  
yourself a sim ple question: 

why d o you do it? W hy the daily  
grind? Is it m oney, status, n eed , 
enjoym ent? T hese are the questions 
that Sharon Beder asks in this in- 
depth critique o f  the work ethos that 
d riv es  m o d e rn  ca p ita list  society . 
W hy, sh e  ask s, d o e s  o u r  so c ie ty  
rev o lv e  arou n d  the a ll-im p ortan t  
p r o d u c tio n  an d  c o n su m p tio n  o f  
resources?

T h e result o f  overproduction and  
ram pant con su m erism  is en v iro n 
m en ta l d estru c tio n . So we m ake  
m ore and m ore cars, in spite o f  the 
know ledge that driving them  will kill 
people and will pollute the planet. 
We know  we are cau sin g  clim ate  
change, but like addicts we cannot 
stop. We have to work, don't we?

A n d y  R o w e l l  q u e s t io n s  
w h y  s o c ie ty  a c c e p ts  
c o n s u m e r i s m  as t h e  

u l t im a te  goa l.

S e ll in g  th e  W ork  E th ic :  
From  Puritan P ulpit to  

C orporate P R
Sharon B eder

Zed Books, UK & USA, 2000, £9.99

It never used to be like this, so 
how did it all start? As Beder points 
o u t, th e “id ea  o f  m o n e y -m a k in g  
being the primary goal o f  the most 
adm ired people in society, the goal 
o f  nations, and the major determ i
nant o f  social success w ould  have 
been strange to previous societies.” 
In early Christian, Greek and Jewish  
cultures the love o f  m oney was con

sidered the “root o f  all evil”.
It w as th e  R e fo r m a t io n , sh e  

argues, that changed making m oney  
from som ething viewed with “suspi
cion and contem pt” to the primary 
goal o f  society. With the em ergence  
o f  Protestantism , work becam e the 
“central d efin in g  characteristic” o f  
h u m a n  e x i s t e n c e .  You b e c a m e  
wealthy with G od’s blessing. Poverty 
was a sign o f  sin and wickedness. So 
the capitalist eth os was born and  
m aking profits becam e a m eans to 
an end. T im e itself suddenly becam e 
money.

By the tim e Adam  Sm ith wrote 
the Wealth o f  N ations  in 1776, he 
argu ed  that p u rsu it o f  p rofits by 
b u sin essm en  served  th e com m on  
g o o d . “Sm ith  an d  his fo llo w er s”, 
argues Beder, “freed  the business
man from guilt over his pursuit o f

Workers making cabbage patch dolls, Shen Zhen, China PHOTOGRAPH: WALLY McNAMEE/CORBIS
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self-in terest in a way that religion  
cou ld  n o t.” S oon  tltis p h ilo sop h y  
took o ff and by the beginning o f  the 
tw entieth  century, the “p revailin g  
e c o n o m ic  p h i lo s o p h ie s  e n a b le d  
em p lo y er s  to c lo th e  th e ir  se lfish  
interest in increasing profits as being  
beneficial to the wider com m unity.”

At th e  sa m e t im e , c o m p a n ie s  
becam e larger and m ore unaccount
able. “Work”, said one oil executive, 
w as m ore  im p o r ta n t th an  “lo v e , 
learn ing, religion  and patriotism .” 
T h e problem  was that for millions of 
w orkers, work was, and still is, a 
m undane activity, “som ething to be 
e n d u r e d ”, a “m a tter  o f  s e r v in g  
tim e”.

For many that could  find work, 
th e  r e a l it y  w as g r im , in  e f f e c t  
chained to a production line, work
in g  lo n g  h ou rs, u n d er ta k in g  the  
same task, hour after hour, day after 
day. T h e irony, says Beder, is that

having m ade work the centre o f  life, 
c a p i t a l i s m  t h e n  p r o c e e d e d  to  
destroy it as a “satisfying, m eaning
ful a c tiv ity ”. But still th e  b osses  
dem anded loyalty from the workers. 
Ford Motors set the new trend in its 
in - h o u s e  m a g a z in e ,  w h ic li w as  
designed “to bind em ployees to the 
corporation ”. Shell started talking  
about its em p loyees as th e “Shell 
family”.

So success is now m easu red  in 
terms o f  profitability; and material 
wealth is now the “ultimate hum an  
m otive”. T h ose w ho are rich have 
status and those w ho are p oor do  
not. You o n ly  have to p ick  up a 
newspaper to see how the overpaid  
footballers, film- and soap-stars and  
b u s in e s sp e o p le  are a d m ired  an d  
aspired to in our ‘Posh and Becks’ 
culture.

But as the elite have becom e rich, 
the workers are b ecom in g poorer,

t h e y  w o r k  h a r d e r ,  a r e  m o r e  
d ep ressed  an d  stressed  and on ly  
find tem porary part-tim e work. In 
the UK one third o f  the work force is 
now part-time, while the bosses can 
earn 400 tim es m ore than the aver
age worker. We work in ord er to 
consum e and consum erism  itself has 
becom e an “aggressive device o f  cor
porate survival”.

As the work ethic is prom oted by 
all —  the church, schools, the media, 
the main political parties and gov
e r n m e n t s  w o r ld w id e  —  B e d e r  
argues that “we n eed  to find new  
ways o f  ju d g in g  and valu ing each  
other which are not d ependent on 
work and in co m e .” Ffowever, like 
many books o f  this kind, it fails to 
outline a coherent alternative. So we 
know the illness but still struggle for 
the cure. •

Andy Rowell is a freelance writer.

M E N D I N G  O U R  W A Y S

T HIS IS NOT AN easy-to-read  
self-help book; rather a well- 
researched testim ony o f  the 

circum stances lead in g  to d ysfu n c
tio n a l b e h a v io u r  an d  h e a lin g  o f  
body, soul and society. T h e soul here 
is a veh icle for sacred con n ection  
e x p r e s s e d  th r o u g h  fe e lin g s  and  
em otions. T h e b ook ’s authenticity  
reflects the author’s lifetime exp eri
ence as a child psychiatrist, healer 
and spiritual seeker.

Dr A n d erson  ou tlin es h orrib le  
ev id en ce  o f  v io len ce , particu larly  
towards w om en and children, lying 
deep  within the social structures for 
generations. As she attempts to elu
cidate how this has happened , she 
delves into m edicine and mythology  
as well as interpreting clinical trials 
a n d  s o c ia l  e v id e n c e .  A n d e r s o n  
argues that the roots o f  the problem  
lie in the Judaeo-Christian creation 
story that sets the conditions for a 
patriarchal society.

She m aintains that violence and 
illn e ss  are d iso r d e r s  o f  th e  sou l 
caused by disconnection with spiri
tu a l so u rc e . In p ast g en e r a tio n s  
w holesom e genes have been altered 
by negative circumstances and these 
are passed on. Each person has a 
t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d s  c e r t a in

J a n e  R a s b a s h  reflects on a 
new  theory  for im proving 

personal health.

Im m u n ology  o f  the Soul
Dr Ursula Anderson

Synchronicity Press, USA, 2001, $19.95

behavioural conditions and illnesses 
but w heth er or n ot they m anifest 
depends on the inherited propensity  
and how the body, m ind and soul 
are stressed, from  the m om ent o f  
conception through pregnancy and  
the early m onths. Persistent stress 
affects the autonom ic nervous sys
tem and can lead to dysfunctional 
behaviour and chronic illness.

T h e  au th o r  su g g ests  that p sy 
chotropic and other drugs can wors
en the situation by further changing  
the energy o f  the genes; at best they 
only create the conditions for heal
ing. She favours ad d ressin g  these  
propensities through im m unizing  the 
soul.

Dr A nderson works with young  
people using visualization as a cata
lyst for ch ange. She asks them  to 
relate their anger or negativity about 
a situ a tio n  —  e .g . ab u se —  to a

colour or a place in the body. Over 
several sessions she guides the child 
to  e x p e r ie n c e  p o s it iv e  fe e lin g s ,  
co lou rs and sen sa tion s. She then  
r e m o v e s  th e  n e g a tiv ity  th r o u g h  
‘visualized surgery’ and replaces it 
with newly learned positive energy. 
A lthough she generally works with 
in d iv id u a l c h ild re n , sh e su ggests  
u sin g  b iofeed back  and relaxation  
m ethods in the school curriculum . 
Children also benefit from the inner 
harm ony o f  the mother, and w om en  
should work towards this for them 
selves and their offspring. She warns 
a g a in s t  so c ia l p o l lu t io n  su ch  as 
pornography and violent m edia and 
advocates political will for change in 
these areas.

I found the book challenging and  
had to pause many times to absorb 
th e  n u g g e ts  o f  in fo r m a tio n , th e  
w hole b ein g  a com p ellin g  read. I 
would recom m end the book to those 
c u r io u s  a b o u t  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  
between escalating violence, chronic 
illness and breakdown o f  wholesom e  
values. •

fa n e  Rasbash is associated with SEM , a 
Thai non-governmental organization work
ing  with marginalized groups in South- 
East Asia.
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R E D E F I N I N G  S E C U R I T Y

G u lf war victim
PHOTOGRAPH: PIERRE GLEIZES

T h i s  b o o k  r e c o u n t s  th e
resea rch  an d  e x p e r im e n ts  
th r o u g h  w h ich  th e  g r e a t  

pow ers aim  to p rotect them selves  
fr o m  a tta c k  by le s s e r  o n e s .  It 
explains the danger this poses to the 
environm ent and sets out the ways 
in which these m ight be obviated, 
suggesting ways o f  transform ing the 
concept o f  security based on m ain
taining the existing power struc- 
tu r e  in t o  o n e  b a s e d  o n  th e  
w ell-being o f  the p lanet and its 
peoples.

T h e book starts with current 
ex a m p les  o f  typically  h eartless  
and deceitful escapades o f  power 
and folly: Kosovo and the Gulf. 
T h ese  h orrib le and sh am efu lly  
co n tin u in g  ep iso d es  typ ify  the  
last decade o f  the century from  
w h ich  w e h ave ju s t  e m e r g e d .  
T hey are escalations o f  the injus
tice with which the powerful have 
always a fflicted  th e w eak, and  
now with the h elp  o f  atrocious  
weapons. A crucial purpose o f  the 
book is to reveal the ex ten t to 
which research on these weapons 
already dam ages the Earth.

T h ese  w eapons not on ly kill 
their en em ies, but also d estroy  
th e  n o n -h u m a n  e n v ir o n m e n t  
w ith d efo lia n ts , co n ta m in a tin g  
e x p lo s iv e s , ra d io a ctiv e  w astes, 
and incineration o f  forests. Their  
furnaces (as in the G ulf War) gen 
erate typhoons in which tens o f  
th o u sa n d s  o f  p e o p le  d ie . T h e  
p rep a ra tio n  for war, let a lo n e  
f ig h t in g  w ars, d ev a sta te s  vast 
areas, degenerates the soil, water 
and the atm osphere by dum ping  
p o iso n o u s  w astes an d  le a k in g  
toxic substances, thereby depriv
ing living creatures o f  their right
ful habitat. T h e skies are used for 
m ilitary purposes —  for bom b
ing, for ‘star wars’, for reconnais
s a n c e .  B u t  t h e  m o s t  
im p o n d e r a b le  and  p o te n tia lly  
devastating is the role o f  the planet 
itself as both victim and perpetrator 
o f terrible damage.

T h ese developm ents sum up the 
terrib le facts that threaten  life on  
ou r p lanet. But why this trem en 
d ous sc ien tific , tech n o lo g ica l and  
econom ic effort? In on e sense the  
a n sw e r  is v er y  s im p le ;  R o sa lie

a sense o f  security ... You can guess 
the conclusion. It is distressing that 
so m uch destruction o f  people and 
environm ent has often been carried 
ou t by m en  an d  w om en  o f  good  
heart, who have not m oved beyond  
traditional approaches to security.

But is it as sim ple as that? Are the 
engines o f  the w orld’s nations driven  
only by fear? N o, they are fuelled  

also by vanity, pride and above all 
lust for power and profit. We are 
at the mercy directly or indirectly 
o f  the great powers, o f  the vast 
u n accou n tab le  corp ora tion s —  
even the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank.

At the end  o f  the Second World 
War m illions o f  us began to rec
ognize the op en ing  offered by a 
possibly wiser peace and a m ore 
open society. I rem em ber feeling  
that I m ust h onour my survival 
hitherto by trying to lead a useful 
life. I asked a friend , a d istin 
guished econom ist, w here I could  
invest a small legacy without ben- 
e f i t  to  t h e  a r m s  in d u s t r y .  
N ow h ere , he said: even  if  you  
buy an apple or a tube o f  tooth
p a ste , a fra c tio n  o f  w hat you  
spend will contribute to the nose 
cone o f  a nuclear missile. So we 
are all in it.

As an antidote, Rosalie Bertell 
stresses that we m ust develop  a 
new sense o f  security w hich puts 
the Earth and all its inhabitants 
first, and that this must supersede 
th e  o ld  p a ra d ig m  o f  se cu r ity  
which protects wealth, financial 
investm ent and privilege through  
the use and threat o f  vio lence. 
She refers to a num ber o f  pro
je c ts ,  p la n n e d  or in p ra c tic e , 
w hich togeth er  cover the sp ec
trum o f  hum an and environm en- 
ta l  n e e d .  T h e  m o s t  
com p reh en sive and im aginative  
o f these is the Earth Charter. But 
even this is not enough; what is 

essential is a total revolution o f  the 
hum an heart and u n d erstan d in g .

Adam Curie is Emeritus Professor o f Peace 
Studies at Bradford University and, fo r 
merly, professor o f Development Studies at 
Harvard. He holds the Gandhi Interna
tional Peace Award.

A d a m  C u r i e  unveils the 
p lanet’s suffering 

during  war.

Planet Earth: 
the Latest W eapon o f  War

R osalie B ertell
The Women’s Press, UK, 2000, £ 1 2 .9 9

Bertell defines it as security. We all 
know  th e g o o d  p acifist poster: it 
starts with two m en sitting happily  
re a d in g  a paper. T h e n  o n e  fee ls  
slightly anxious; he gets up to fetch 
a cannon and, reassured, resum es  
his seat and goes on reading. Now it 
is the turn o f  the other to be worried  
— he needs two cannons to give him
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m yth o f  ‘technological progress’ in 
th e  tw e n ty -fir s t  c e n tu ry  is m ore  
often  g r e e ted  with su sp icion  and  
derision, and m ore and m ore people  
are d em anding the legacy that auto
m obiles and o ther m achines stole 
from us: nature, culture, com m unity  
a n d  t r a n s c e n d e n t  s p ir i t u a l i t y .  
Divorce Your Car is an essential gu ide
b o o k  to h e lp  lea d  us to a m ore  
hum ane, post-industrial era. •

Ken Avidor is the creator o f Roadkill Bill, 
a weekly comic strip about cars and technol
ogy. < www.roadkillbill.com>
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E N D  O F  T H E  R O A D

K e n  A v i d o r  lo o k s  a t  a p ra c t ic a l  g u i d e  to  l iv in g  c a r - f re e .

D ivorce Your Car
Katie Alvord

New Society Publishers, B.C., Canada, 2000, US$17.95 /  Canada $22.95

K
A T IE  A L V O R D  seeks to break 
th e cyc le o f  au to -a b u se  by 

taking the rom ance out o f  
the car culture. T h e first chapters 
give a concise but thorough history 
o f  our relationship with autom obiles. 
Alvord pays special attention to the 
a u to m o b i le  in d u s t r y ’s l ie s  a n d  
m an ip u la tion , m eth od s sim ilar to 
th ose  u sed  by abusive sp ou ses to 
increase and m aintain the d e p e n 
dency o f  the abused spouse.

Alvord then shows us what we get 
in return for all the love and devo
tion we lavish on our cars and, like 
photographs o f  the bruised faces o f  
battered spouses, it is not a pretty 
picture. T h e  grim  statistics prove  
that our obsession with autom obiles 
has terrible consequences for indi
viduals, com m unities and the envi
ronm ent.

But, this is a practical, self-help  
book, and Alvord wisely avoids send
in g  th e  rea d er  in to  a ta ilsp in  o f  
despair, by m aintaining a cheerful, 
optim istic tone. Divorce Your Car is 
full o f  useful strategies for reducing  
in d iv id u a l c a r -d e p e n d e n c e . B icy
cling, walking and public transport 
op tions are realistically presented . 
T here are resources in the back o f  
the book for people who choose to 
go beyond individual action.

T h e  C ult o f  th e M achine that

dom inated the twentieth century is 
in decline. T h e dream  o f  achieving  
greater  h ap p in ess and p rosp erity  
th r o u g h  t e c h n o lo g y  n o  lo n g e r  
in sp ir e s  m u ch  e n th u s ia sm . T h e

M orning rush-hour traffic, San Francisco

S o la r tw in
100% solar hot water
for washing & bathing

£2499 fitted in a day, usual price
£1599 kit + delivery j d w
(prices include VAT)

brochure (24hr) \ Y
0 1 2 4 4  4 0 3 4 0 4  I f

www.solartwin.com
hi@solartwin.com 7

Relax in a hot Solartw in bath!

Denny Andrews
C om fortable clothes from  India 

handblocked prin ts and ikat o r khadi w eaves 
tie and dye bandhini w ork and bedspreads, 

throw s and tablecloths 

Send 60p in stam ps for catalogue 

CLOCK HOUSE 
COLESHILL 

NR. SWINDON SN6 7TP 
ww w .dennyandrews.co.uk

GENUINELY SUSTAINABLE j

R e c y c l e d  P a p e r  S u p p l i e
paper •  envelopes •  cards •  re-use labels 
office supplies •  art, craft, card-making materials 
and much more •  delivered to your door 
designers o f  eco-sensitive p r in t 
O  brochures, booklets, catalogues, stationery 
O  web-sites & e-commerce design, rescue & training 
O  full graphic design studio & prin t facilities 
O  clients nation-wide for 30 years 

Paper & Envelope Sampler Wallet - £7.50 post-free 
over 50 useable items (Visa, Mastercard, Switch)

F R E E  C A T A L O G U E
sample swatch book £1.95 

S te ve  &  S u s ie  H a m m e t t  (dept r) 

G ate Farm, Fen End, K e n ilw o rth  CV8 1NW  
Tel &  Fax 0 1 6 7 6  S 3 3832

orderort-Une: www.recycled-paper.co.uk
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Kayapo chief Kanhok in his manioc garden on the edge o f Gorotire village.

APITALISM", says veteran social 
com m en tator C harles Handy, 

“is the only gam e in town. Even if 
we wanted to, there is no way to stop 
it.” Som e capitalist m odels are m ore 
benign than others, but how can we 
pred ict which will prevail? In The 
E lephant and the Flea, H andy outlines 
various possible scenarios.

His interest captured by the cor
porate trend  towards ou tsou rcin g  
em ployee functions, the author, after 
d ecad es o f  secure em p loym en t in 
tra d itio n a l (‘e le p h a n t’) o rg a n iz a 
tions, jo in ed  the grow in g band o f  
‘fleas' —  consultants, contract work
ers, se lf-e m p lo y ed  in d iv id u a ls  —  
with portfolios o f  small, som etim es 
d iverse  job s. Its fin e in sig h t in to  
‘portfolio living' is this book’s main 
s t r e n g t h .  It d is a p p o in t e d  m e ,  
though, in its failure to stress that 
even benign forms o f  capitalism, if  
based  on  eco n o m ic  grow th , m ust 
result in the Earth's inability to pay 
the bill.

E ditors David R oth en b erg  and  
Marta Ulvaeus lead o ff with this very 
p roblem  in their forew ord to The 
World &  the W ild, saying, “T h e devel
op m ent en g in e is still pow ered by 
high octane capitalist fuel, without 
n early  e n o u g h  o f  that n ecessary  
additive, respect for nature.” H ow
ever, as this international collection  
o f  w ritin gs d em o n stra tes , n atu re  
conservation is a com plex and con 
troversial issue. Is it essential to pro
tect som e w'ild places from hum an  
in terference to preserve species —  
and our own sanity? Or is “wilder
ness” m erely the m ental construct o f  
econom ically privileged urban intel
lectuals alienated from nature? This 
book is essential and exciting read-

B O O K S  
I N  B R I E F

E A R T H  J A Z Z
M a r i a n  V a n  E y k  M c C a i n

suggests we need m ore 
responsive and skilful ways 

o f  relating to the Earth.

ing for anyone with an interest in 
that d eb a te . I f  o u r  m in d s co u ld  
m ove in resp on sive, flex ib le  ways 
(one contributor, Evan E isenberg, 
calls this playing “Earth Jazz”), a cre
ative syn th esis cou ld  em erg e . We 
n eed  to stud y the sk ilfu l ways in 
w hich  m any in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s , 
such as the Kayapo Indians o f  the 
Amazon, work with their forests for 
m utual benefit.

This synergistic them e is exp an d 
ed  by A n d reas S u ch an k e in E co- 
Geography. T h e Kayapo exam ple is 
just one o f  m any w'ith which he illus
trates the potential o f  Homo sapiens 
for beneficia l, co-creative in terd e
pendence with other life forms. We 
can n ot d ev e lo p  that re la tion sh ip , 
though, until we learn to stop, look, 
listen and attune to our surround
ings, using not just rational, scientif
ic  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  b u t  a ls o  
im agination. This book, an unusual 
b lend  o f  evocative nature w riting  
an d  sch o lar ly  sc ien ce , forces th e  
m ind into dozens o f  totally new and  
surprising connections.

They are as unacknow ledged in 
the m ainstream  m edia as the forest

PHOTOGRAPH: HERBERT GIRARDET/STILL PICTURES

gardens o f  the Kayapo, but exp eri
m ents in sustainability, organics and  
perm aculture are quietly occurring  
in many fem ale, m onastic com m uni
ties in the USA these days, according  
to fem in ist  th e o lo g ia n  R osem ary  
Radford Ruether. In Religious Femi
nism  and  the Future o f  the P lanet this 
Christian writer enters co-operative 
dialogue with her Buddhist counter
part, Rita M. Gross, as they share 
their personal stories, exp lore their 
own and each other’s religious tradi
tions, the relationships between faith 
and fem inist convictions, and devel
o p m e n ts  in  e c o lo g ic a l aw aren ess  
w ith in  B u d d h is t  a n d  C h r is t ia n  
th ou gh t. N ot on ly  is their subject 
matter well handled, but their pro
cess illustrates how well in terfaith  
dia logu e can —  and should  —  be 
done. •

T he E lephant and the Flea
Charles Handy 
H utchinson, UK, 2 001 , £ 1 7 .9 9

T he World and the W ild
David Rothenberg & Marta Ulvaeus 
(Eds)
University o f  A rizona Press, USA, 2001 , 
£ 1 7 .9 9

Eco-G eography
Andreas Suchanke
Floris Books, UK, 2 0 01 , £ 1 4 .9 9

R elig ious Fem inism  and the Future 
o f the Planet
Rita M. Gross & Rosemary Radford  
Ruether
Continuum , USA, 2001 , £ 1 7 .9 9

M arian Van Eyk McCain is an author and  
freelance writer whose own, latest book, 
Elderwoman, is due fo r  publicatm i by 
Findhorn Press in March 2002.
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L I S T E N  T O  T H E  B U T C H E R - B I R D

Black-throated butcher-bird

A S  ONE W HO has played music 
/ - A  with m any different species o f  

_Z_ -V. anim al over the past several 
years and prom oted  the exp erience  
for alm ost as lo n g , I have d ev e l
oped  a rather cu rm udgeonly  theory  
about how and w hen, I believe, nat
ural sounds produced  by the likes 
o f  wind and whales suddenly jum p  
out o f  the background to insist we 
refer to them  as music. Sim ply put, 
if  it seem s to possess the sense and  
order o f  m usic, then it is music. I f  it 
d oesn ’t, it isn’t. O ne caveat: those 
p e o p le  m ost ca p a b le  o f  h e a r in g  
m usic w ith in  n atu re also ten d  to 
perceive nature m ore like Gaia, and 
less like th e b o tto m less  reso u rce  
that leads to environm ental d ep le
tion . I m igh t co n c lu d e  that your  
gran d ch ild ren 's fu tu re is at stake

PHOTOGRAPH: ROLAND SEITRE/STILL PICTURES

J i m  N o l l m a n  d i f fe re n t ia te s  
b e t w e e n  m u s ic  a n d  s o u n d .

T h e  B o o k  o f  M u sic  and  N atu re
Edited by David R othenberg and 

Marta Ulvaeus
Wesleyan University Press, USA, 2001,

£21.00

d e p e n d in g  o n  how  well you  lis ten .
It is w ith this u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t 

I have b een  rea d in g  an d  lis ten ing  to 
th is  b r i l l i a n t  b o o k -a n th o lo g y /C D  
c o m b in a t io n : a n ew  c o lle c tio n  o f  
essays a t te m p tin g  to  m ak e  ‘se n se ’ 
o u t  o f  th e  r e l a t iv i s t  c o n n e c t io n  
b e tw een  m usic a n d  n a tu re . I c o n 
clude th a t m ost o f  the  w riters g a th 
e r e d  h e r e  d o  i n d e e d  h e a r  t h e

upbeat m elody o f  a trilling robin on 
a warm sum m er m orning as a w on
derful song, but are just as enam 
ou red  with the academ ic gam e o f  
lan gu age and cu lture that invents 
in te llectu a l h u rd les to keep  them  
from leaping too quickly from heart 
to head and back again.

Sitting in m y living-room , listen
in g  to  th e  r o b in  in  th e  g a r d e n  
th r o u g h  an o p e n  w in d o w  w h ile  
reading the essays, I clap wildly for 
the sin g in g  bird and yet also feel 
m y se lf  acq u ir in g  g e n u in e  in sigh t  
about the subject o f  music in nature, 
reading the argum ents o f  aesthetes, 
e th n o m u sico lo g ists  and b io log ists  
who insist I w ithhold my applause 
u n til they d efin e  th e term s m ore  
accurately.

T h e  c h a p te r s  ru n  th e  g a m u t,
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in c lu d in g  narrative excerp ts from  
th e  p o e t  R ilke an d  th e  n o v e lis t  
David Jam es D uncan, erudite essays 
by com posers like David lo o p , ideas 
from  a es th e tic  p h ilo so p h e r s  and  
a n t h r o p o lo g is t s ,  a n d  f ir s th a n d  
accounts by soundscape artist Daniel 
Q uinn sitting on an ice floe record
ing walrus and held recordist Bernie 
Krauss out in som e ju n gle  searching  
for that fast-disappearing habitat still 
free o f  aeroplane sounds.

Every aesthetic concept is up for 
grabs in this collection, especially the 
d e fin it io n s  o f  n atu re  an d  m u sic. 
J o h n  C age has w ritten  elsewdrere 
that art (including music) is “whatev
er you can get away w ith”, which  
leads him and several o f  his m od
ernist d isciples to argue h ere that 
nurturing the grating sounds o f  the 
inner city or a six-lane highway at 
rush hour is music if  we simply wish 
it to be. Perhaps good  advice for 
p e o p le  w ho h a v e  to e n d u r e  th e  
urban cacophony, although  C age’s 
laissez-faire aesthetic seem s to pro

vide a subtle yet screwy encourage
ment to the likes o f  Exxon to drill 
for oil in the Arctic National W ildlife 
Refuge.

C om poser Pauline Oliveras begs 
for far greater discretion, outlining a 
series o f  exercises to gu ide students 
th r o u g h  a p r o g r a m m e  o f  a u ra l 
m ed ita tio n . “You are part o f  the  
environm ent,” she writes. “Explore 
th e  lim its  o f  a u d ib il i ty .” In  th e  
m ost p ro b in g  essay  in th e b o o k , 
Tim  H odgkinson  interviews Pierre 
Schaeffer about the cultural im plica
tions o f  m usique concrete, which is 
defined as m usic com posed  o f  raw 
so u n d s :  t h u n d e r s to r m s ,  s te a m -  
engines, waterfalls. 'Phis has led, o f  
course, to the genre o f  Paul Winter, 
Alan H oh vaness, Pink F loyd, and  
everyone else who has ever used a 
recording studio to overdub a wolf, 
a whale, or a ringing teleph one into 
a song.

T h e accom pan ying  CD d oes an 
adm irable job o f  flesh in g  ou t the 
text. A lthough a bit o f  it sounds clis-

com b ob u la tin g  o u tsid e  its w ritten  
con text, som e excerpts are sim ply  
wonderful, including a Nepali saran- 
gi m editation o f  great virtuosity enti
t le d  ‘T h e  B u tte r f l ie s  o f  J u m la ’. 
David L u m sdain e’s paradigm -shat
tering record ing  o f  the Australian  
butcher-bird displays in all its glory 
a b ird so n g  w h ich  is as m usica lly  
s o p h is t ic a t e d  a n d  h e a l in g  as a 
Miles Davis solo. My own personal 
favourite is the m usical excerpt o f  
I n van throat singer Anatoli Kuular, 

who com poses songs only to be sung  
in the habitat where the music origi
n a tes. As K u u la r’s r e co r d is t  Ted  
Levin explains, the goal is “to pre
sent as vividly as possible the w on
derfully perm eable border between  
so u n d s o f  the n o n -h u m a n  w orld , 
hum an im itation o f  that world, and  
m u sica l c o n s tr u c t io n s  in v o lv in g  
those im itations.” •

J im  Nollman is author o f The Charged 
Border: Where W hales and  H um ans  
Meet.

I n d i a ' s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

C o l l e g e  o f  

S u s t a i n a b l e  L i v i n g

U n d e r  t h e  D i r e c t o r s h i p  o f  V a n d a n a  S h i v a ,  

a  n e w  c o l l e g e  h a s  b e e n  s e t  u p  i n  I n d i a .  

T h e  c o l l e g e  i s  b a s e d  o n  a  f a r m  1 0  m i l e s  

f r o m  t h e  c i t y  o f  D e h r a  D u n ,  N o r t h  I n d i a ,  

w i t h  v i e w s  t o  t h e  H i m a l a y a s .

M A R C H  3  -  2 3 :  S U S T A I N A B L E  C I T I E S

This course will examine the crises of pollution, 
poverty and socio-economic divisions, violence and 
crime, environmental degradation and homelessness 
created by accelerating globalized, investment-based 
urbanization. It will explore newer, more 
environment- and people-oriented models of 
development. Travel includes visits to villages in and 
around Dehra Dun where students can learn about 
the realities of Indian village life and the patterns and 
causes of rural-urban migration. There will also be an 
opportunity to study non-sustainable urban 
development in the artificially-created new Tehri town.

FACULTY: The course will be led by Herbert Girardet 
and Kathy Goldsmith as well as leading ecologists, 
town planners and architects in India.

The c o u r s e  will be  of t h r e e -w e e k s  dura t ion .
C o u r s e  fee:  £750 

inc luding  a c c o m m o d a t io n ,  food, tuit ion and  
field t r ips  in the  Himalayan region.

For further information on fees and dates, write to: 
Vandana Shiva, A 60 Hauz Khas, 

New Delhi 110016, India 
Tel: (00) 91 11 696 8077/685 3772 

Fax: (00) 91 11 685 6795. Email: vshiva@vsnl.com
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Reach 30,000 people with your hum an-scale, 
ethical and ecologically-sound products and 
projects for ju st 70p per word plus VAT. 

The next two copydates are: 
Issu e 2 1 1  March/April -  2nd January 2002  
Issu e 2 1 2  M ay/June -  1st  March 2002

25% DISCOUNT! When you book three consecutive 
adverts.
P le a se  s e n d  y o u r  a d v e r t  a n d  c h e q u e  o r  V IS A  d e ta i ls  t o  G w y d io n  
B a t te n ,  R e s u rg e n c e ,  F o rd  H o u s e , H a r t la n d ,  B id e fo r d ,  D e v o n  
E X 39  6E E . T e l: 0 1 2 3 7  4 4 1 2 9 3 . Fax: 0 1 2 3 7  4 4 1 2 0 3 . 
< a d v e r t .re s u rg e n c e @ m a c a c e .c o .u k >

ACCOMMODATION

S T  IV E S
L o v e ly  f la t  to  le t.  S le e p s  3. 
P a n o ra m ic  v ie w s  o f  h a rb o u r. Tel: 
0 1 8 0 3  8 6 2 1 6 4 . 
< w w w .v iv s - f la t .c o .u k >

L A K E S
S h a re  w r i te r 's  re m o te  fa rm h o u s e .  
Lo n g  a n d  m e d iu m - te r m  b e d -s i ts  
£ 4 2 .5 0  a n d  £ 4 8 .5 0  p .w . p lu s  e n e r 
gy . 0 1 2 2 9  7 1 6 6 1 2 .

COURSES

O R G A N IC  G A R D E N IN G
O p p o r tu n it y  t o  le a r n /w o r k  fo r  
y e a r /s e a s o n  o n  e s ta b l is h e d  S o il 
A s s o c ia t io n  s y m b o l o rg a n ic  m a rk e t  
g a rd e n .  P a r t - t im e  w i th  f re e  a c 
c o m m o d a t io n  o r  f u l l - t im e  p lu s  
s o m e  m o n e y . E n th u s ia s t ic ,  r e 
s p o n s ib le ,  v e g e ta r ia n  n o n -s m o k 
e rs . I n i t ia l  t r ia l  p e r io d .  Y oga  
ta u g h t .  SAE O a k c ro f t ,  C ro s s h ill ,  
M a lp a s , C h e s h ire .  T e l: 0 1 9 4 8
8 6 0 2 1 3 .

C R E A T IV E  A R T S  I N  C R E TE
W r it in g ,  p a in t in g ,  d ra m a , o r ie n ta l 
p h ilo s o p h y  c o u rs e s  in  o u ts ta n d in g 
ly  b e a u t ifu l lo c a tio n .
T e l: 0 1 6 1  9 2 8  5 7 6 8  o r  
< w o r ld s p ir i t9 9 @ a o l.c o m >  o r  
< w w w .w o r ld s p ir i t .o rg .u k >

D IA L O G U E S
R e s id e n t ia l,  in  s m a ll g ro u p s ,  o r 
g a n ic  fo o d  a n d  b e a c h /c l i f f - to p  
w a lk s  in  P e m b ro k e s h ire  N a tio n a l 
P a rk . V e n u e /a c c o m m o d a t io n  in  
1 9 th - c e n tu r y  c o t ta g e s  ( 4 - s t a r  
W T B  g ra d e d ) .  Te l: 0 1 2 3 9  8 2 0 4 4 0 . 
< k a r in @ d ia lo g u e w o rk s .c o .u k > 
< w w w .d ia lo g u e w o rk s .c o .u k >

C R Y S T A L  W A T E R S  C O L L E G E
A u s tra lia  o f fe rs  c o u rs e s  a n d  w o rk 
sh o p s  in  s u s ta in a b le  d e s ig n  a t  th e  
UN a w a rd -w in n in g  e c o v il la g e  le d  
b y  in te r n a t io n a l te a c h e rs  M o ra g  
G a m b le  a n d  E va n  R a y m o n d . To 
f in d  o u t  m o re ,  e m a il us  on  
< m o ra g @ c ry s ta lw a te rs c o lle g e .o rg . 
a u >  o r  v is i t
< w w w .c ry s ta lw a te rs c o lle g e .o rg .a u >.

C E R T IF IC A T E D  R E IK I  CO U R SE S
Reiki M as te r tra in e r. S tu n n in g  loca
t io n , e x c e lle n t fo o d , a ro m a th e ra p y , 
s w im m in g  p o o l, s m a ll g ro u p s .

A r t /n a tu re  co u rse s  to o . P a m pe ring  
a n d  new  s k il ls .  A n g le s e y  In te r e s t  
B reaks: 0 1 2 4 8  4 3 0 9 0 7  (T e l/F a x ). 
< k e v in a n d a lis o n w o o d @ ta lk 2 1 .c o m >

W O M E N 'S  S P R IN G  E V E N T
C e leb ra te  th e  C e ltic  fe s tiv a l o f  Im -  
bo lc  - s in g in g , he a lin g , dance , v is it  
sacred s ite s  in C u m b ria . R esiden tia l 
( o r  n o t)  1 -3  F e b ru a ry  a t  Lake land  
H ouse  fo r  W o m e n . Te l: 0 1 5 3 9  
7 4 1 285 .

FOR SALE

M A D E  I N  N E P A L
H ig h  q u a li t y  1 0 0 %  T ib e ta n  w o o l 
h a n d -w o v e n  ru g s  in  t ra d it io n a l o r  
m o d e rn  d e s ig n s . A n y  s iz e /s h a p e . 
NGO p ro je c t  a s s is tin g  e c o n o m ic a l
ly  d e p r iv e d .  F o r f u r t h e r  in fo r m a 
t io n  p h o n e  0 1 2 2 5  8 6 5 5 4 2  o r  e m a il 
d ire c t :  < k ts @ w lin k .c o m .n p > 
< h t t p / / g e o c i t i e s . c o m / k u m b e s h -  
w a r2 0 0 0 >

IM P L E M E N T IN G  V IK T O R  
S C H A U B E R G E R 'S  R E S E A R C H E S
H a n d -c ra f te d  c o p p e r  g a rd e n  to o ls .  
H a rd - w e a r in g ,  k in d  to  th e  s o il,  
re a s o n a b ly  p r ic e d . B ro c h u re  f ro m  
Im p le m e n ta t io n s :  0 2 4  7 6 3 9  2 4 9 7 . 
< w w w . im p le m e n ta t io n s .c o .u k >

P IN E  F U R N IT U R E
M ade to  y o u r  o w n  s p e c if ic a t io n s ,  
u s in g  re c la im e d  t im b e r . T e le p h o n e  
Paul fo r  a q u o te :  0 1 2 3 7  4 5 1 2 8 9 .

B U S IN E S S  P A R T N E R  F O R  
V E G E T A R IA N  R E S T A U R A N T
L o n g -e s ta b lis h e d  v e g e ta r ia n  
w h o le fo o d  r e s ta u r a n t  in  T o tn e s , 
D e v o n , is  lo o k in g  f o r  a s e c o n d  
w o rk in g  p a r tn e r  w ith  a p a ss io n  fo r  
fo o d .  I n te r e s te d ?  C o n ta c t  D a n i:  
0 1 8 0 3  8 6 2 6 0 5 .

S O IL ,  S O U L , S O C IE T Y
R e su rg e n ce  E d ito r ia l J u b ile e  2 0 0 0  
c o m m e m o ra t iv e  v id e o . 3 0  m in u te s  
o f  th e  h ig h lig h ts  in c lu d in g  Ja n e  
G o o d a ll,  T h o m a s  M o o re , A n ita  
R o d d ic k  a n d  D a v id  W h y te .  £ 1 0  
in c . p + p .  P lease  p h o n e  0 1 2 3 7 -  
4 4 1 2 9 3  w ith  c re d it  c a rd  d e ta i ls  o r  
s e n d  a c h e q u e  p a y a b le  to  R e su r
g e n ce , to  R e s u rg e n c e , Ford  H o use , 
H a r t la n d ,  B id e fo rd ,  D e v o n , E X 39 
6EE.

HOLIDAYS

N O R T H  D E V O N
S m a ll,  c o s y  c o n v e r te d  b a rn . V e ry  
p le a s a n t  lo c a t io n ,  3 m  f ro m  s e a , n r  
C lo v e lly . O p e n  p la n . W o o d b u rn e r.  
S le e p s  2 /4 .  O rg a n ic  v e g e ta b le s  
a v a ila b le . T e l: 0 1 2 3 7  4 3 1 5 8 9 .

D O R S E T
A s h to n  L o d g e  R e tre a t  h o u s e  r e 
o p e n e d  a t  E a s te r  to  p r o v id e  a t 
t r a c t iv e  a n d  c o m fo r ta b le  
a c c o m m o d a t io n  e s p e c ia l ly  w ith  
p ro fe s s io n a ls  a n d  c a re rs  in  m in d . 
Te l: 0 1 2 0 2  8 4 1 5 2 2 .

L A K E S
S e lf -c a te r in g  s h a r in g  w r i te r 's  r e 
m o te  fa rm h o u s e .  E x c e lle n t  w a lk 
in g ,  c l im b in g ,  b a th in g ,  la z in g .  
S in g le  ro o m s : £ 5 3 .5 0 - £ 5 9 ;  D o u 
b le s :  £ 8 9 - £ 9 8 .5 0  w e e k ly .  D is 
c o u n ts  u n w a g e d .
Te l: 0 1 2 2 9  7 1 6 6 1 2 .

IS L E  O F  S K Y E
S e lf -c a te r in g  c h a le ts ,  B la c k h o u s e  
s to n e  c o t ta g e .  Q u ie t  s c e n ic  lo c a 
t io n s .  F ro m  £ 1 2 0  p .w . D is c o u n ts  
f o r  lo n g e r  s ta y s .  T e l: 0 1 4 7 0  
5 8 2 2 2 1 .  < w w w .e d in b a n e - s e lf -  
c a te r in g .c o .u k >

A L P U J A R R A N  C O R T IJ O
H o lid a y  le t  to  s u i t  c o u p le / fa m ily  - 
e d g e  o f  S ie r ra  d e  C o n tra v ie s a  
m o u n ta in s .  B re a th ta k in g  v ie w s  o f  
S ie r ra  N e v a d a , s tu n n in g  n a tu ra l 
s e t t in g ,  s p r in g - fe d  p o o l a n d  p r i 
v a te  te r ra c e .  L o n g /s h o r t  le ts  a v a il
a b le . T e l: 0 2 0  7 4 1 9  0 0 2 6 .

W E L C O M B E , N O R T H  D E V O N
H o lid a y  b u n g a lo w . S le e p s  4 . B each  
1 .5  m ile s  d o w n  w o o d e d  v a lle y .  
S h o p  a n d  in n  n e a rb y . O rg a n ic  v e g 
e ta b le s  a v a i la b le .  T e l: 0 1 2 8 8
3 3 1 7 0 0 . M o b ile : 0 7 9 6 7  4 2 6 0 3 7 .

W O R L D  C U L T U R A L  T R A V E L
N o t - fo r - p r o f i t  o r g a n is a t io n  w ith  
s e le c t iv e  w o r ld w id e  t ra v e l p r o 
g ra m m e  to  o u ts ta n d in g  s p ir i tu a l,  
c u ltu ra l,  n a tu ra l lo c a tio n s . T e m p le s  
in  In d ia  a n d  A m e r ic a ,  g a rd e n s  in 
Ja p a n , n a tu re  in  A fr ic a  a n d  A u s 
tra l ia .  T e l: 0 1 6 1  9 2 8  5 7 6 8 . 
< w o r ld s p ir i t9 9 @ a o l.c o m >  
< w w w .w o r ld s p ir i t .o rg .u k >

IS L E  O F  M U L L
A c c e s s ib ly  r e m o te  c r o f te r s ' b la c k - 
h o u s e s /c o t ta g e s  o n  s p e c ta c u la r  
h e a d la n d . 0 1 6 8 8  4 0 0 2 4 9 .

IR E L A N D  -  C O . C L A R E
D e lig h tfu l s e lf- c a te r in g  a c c o m m o 
d a t io n  fo r  h o lid a y s  o r  p e rs o n a l re 
t r e a t .  A ls o  B u d d h is t  m e d ita t io n  
re tre a ts .  C o n ta c t:  S u n y a ta  R e tre a t 
C e n tre ,  S ix m ile b r id g e ,  Co. C la re , 
I re la n d .  T e l: 0 0  3 5 3  61  3 6 7 0 7 3 . 
< s u n y a ta J r e la n d @ h o tm a i l. c o m >

E A S T  D E V O N
F a rm h o u s e  B & B . E n s u ite .  N o n 
s m o k in g .  O rg a n ic a l ly - ru n  s m a l l
h o ld in g .  P e a c e fu l c o u n tr y s id e ,  
c o n v e n ie n t  f o r  c o a s t /D a r tm o o r .  
A le x a n d e r  T e c h n iq u e  le s s o n s  b y  
a r ra n g e m e n t ;  a ls o  h a n d -s p in n in g  
a n d  w o o d - tu r n in g .  R e g re t no  
p e ts /y o u n g  c h i ld r e n .  T e l: 0 1 8 8 4  
2 7 7 4 7 2 .

B E A U T IF U L  P E M B R O K E S H IR E
S e c lu d e d  s to n e  b a rn s  ( 4 - s ta r  W TB  
g r a d e d ) ,  s e l f - c a te r in g ,  o rg a n ic  
m e a ls  a v a ila b le .  T ra n s p o rt  t o / f r o m  
c o a s ta l p a th . P a rtie s  o f  u p  to  15 
w e lc o m e . N e a r b e a ch e s  a n d  P re - 
se li h ills .  G re a t  g o l f in g ,  w a lk s , r id 
in g .  F ro m  £ 1 8 0 /w e e k  f o r  fo u r. 
M in i-b re a k s /w e e k e n d s .  Tel: 0 1 4 3 7  
7 4 1 7 5 4 . E m a il:
< e n q u ir ie s @ n e w h o u s e fa rm .n e t> .  
W e b : < w w w .n e w h o u s e fa rm .n e t>

M ID -W A L E S
E a rth , A ir, W a te r, F ire .. .  w a lk  o u t  
o n to  w ild  o p e n  h i l l to p s ,  b re a th e  
co o l fre s h  a ir  f ro m  a b a lc o n y  w ith  
a v ie w ;  fo llo w  a s t re a m ,  w a tc h  a 
w a te r fa l l ;  s n u g g le  d o w n  b y  th e  
g lo w  o f  a lo g b u rn e r . S e lf-c o n ta in e d  
h id e -a w a y  fo r  2 + 2 .  F ind o u t  m o re ?  
0 1 6 8 6  4 2 0 4 2 3 .

S W IM  W IT H  W IL D  D O L P H IN S
F rie n d ly  m o th e r  and  bab y  d o lp h in s . 
H o te ls  o r  cam p , b e d o u in  d e s e rt sa 
fa ris , E g yp t. F rom  £ 2 5 0 /w e e k . Tel: 
01 3 0 9  6 7 1 7 3 6 . P ic tu res  and d e ta ils : 
< w w w .d o lp h in s w im s .c o .u k >.

S U B L IM E  V IE W S
W ild  P e m brokesh ire  coas t, N e w port. 
S a nds, m o u n ta in s , c ro m le c h s , a n 
c ie n t  w o o d la n d s . A rc h ite c t 's  lis te d  
1 8 th -c e n tu ry  R e c to ry  and b e a u tifu l 
su n n y  co tta g e . Peace, w a rm th , c o m 
fo r t .  Large w a lle d  g a rd e n . D ogs by 
a p p o in tm e n t.  P a rtie s  o f  2 - 20. 
B ro ch u re : 0 1 2 3 9  8 2 0 2 7 7 .

L O N D O N , H A M M E R S M IT H
N ice B & B, g re a t  v a lu e  base  fo r  
s ig h t-s e e in g  h o id a y s , b u s in e ss  
e v e n ts , e x h ib it io n s , co u rse s . C o m 
fo r ta b le  c e n tra lly  lo ca te d  q u ie t fa m i
ly  h o m e  c lo se  to  th e  r iv e r , pub s,
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re s ta u ra n ts . D ire c t lines  to  m a n y  a t 
t ra c t io n s , th e  a irp o rts  and Eurostar. 
TV and  c o n t in e n ta l b re a k fa s t. D o u 
b le /T w in /T r ip le  £ 2 4  p .p .p .n . S in g le  
£34 . C h ild re n 's  re d u c tio n s . S ta y  w ith  
us o r  on e  o f  o u r  se lec te d  fa m ilie s . 
Tel: +  4 4  (0 )  20  7 3 8 5  4 9 0 4 . Fax: +  
44  (0 )  2 0  7 61 0  3 23 5 .

LA S  A L P U J A R R A S , S P A IN
B&B w ith  o r  w ith o u t  p s ych o sp ir itu a l 
c o u n s e llin g , a r t. Peacefu l m o u n ta in 
s id e , sp e c ta c u la r  v ie w s . Pool. H o li
days A p ril - S ep tem ber.
Tel: 00  3 4  95 8  3 4 7 0 8 2 .

VEGAN &  V E G E TA R IA N  V IS IT O R S
To W est C ork. S e lf-ca te r in g  a p a rt
m ents fo r  s ingles, couples and fam ilies 
in peacefu l wooded surround ings. O r
gan ic  ve g e ta b le s , bread and vegan 
w h o le foods ava ilab le . Reasonable 
ra tes. G reen Lodge, T raw nam adree , 
B a lly lickey, Bantry, C ounty Cork.
Tel: 00 353 276 6146,
Em ail: < green lodge@ blg foo t.com > o r 
< h ttp ://h o m e p a g e .e irc o m .n e t/~ g re e n l 
odge>.

A N D A L U C IA
C o m fo rta b le  a p a rtm e n ts  on o rgan ic  
fa rm , big saddle donkeys, r id ing , h ik 
ing, re lax ing  in unspoiled coun tryside . 
Tel: 00 34 950 528 803. 
< h ttp ://p e rso n a le s .la ru ra l.e s /a s in u s>.

GREECE
F indhorn-insp ired sum m er ho lis tic  ed
ucation  centre . Com bines healing and 
c re a tive  a rts , w o rksho ps, w ith  g o r
geous beaches. Tel: 01463 238752. 
W ebsite: < w w w .ka lika los .o rg> .

C H U R C H W O O D  VALLEY
W em bury, n r P lym o u th , D evon. For 
peace and tra n q u illity ,  se lf-ca te rin g

h o lida y  cab ins in b e a u tifu l na tu ra l 
w ooded va lle y  ru n n in g  dow n to  th e  
sea. Abundance o f b irds and w ild life . 
Pets welcom e. Tel: 01752 862382. 
< C h u rch w oodva lley@ btin te rne t.com >.

SOUTH FRANCE
House on peacefu l sm a ll fa rm  in 
foo th ills  o f Cevennes. Room to  w rite , 
re fle c t, c rea te , be. S w eeping v iew s, 
long w a lks, go rgeo us sp ring s . 1-2  
bed room s. O rgan ic  food ava ilab le . 
£ 5 5 0 /m o n th , m in im um  2 weeks.
Email: < dosgood@ m net.fr> .

MISCELLANEOUS

R E M E M B E R  US
I f  you s u p p o rt th e  w o rk  o f  Resur
gence m ag a z in e , th e  S m a ll S choo l, 
S ch u m a ch e r C o llege  and S c h u m a c h 
e r  S o c ie ty , th e n  w h y  n o t c o n s id e r 
m a k in g  a le gacy  to  The  E n v iro n m e n 
ta l R esearch A sso c ia tio n  c h a r ita b le  
t ru s t ,  in y o u r  w ill?  For fu r th e r  in fo r 
m a tio n  c o n ta c t B rid g e t Baker, ERA, 
Ford H o use , H a rt la n d , B id e fo rd , 
D evon , EX39 6EE.

C A M P IN G /C A R A V A N  P IT C H
On b e a u tifu l, 1 4 -a c re  N o rth  D evon 
o rg a n ic  g a rd e n  and  w ild life  s a n c tu 
a ry  in re tu rn  fo r  a fe w  ho u rs  w o rk  
on th e  s m a llh o ld in g . Phone 0 1 4 0 9  
2 6 1 6 5 6  fo r  a va ila b ility .

T H E  H Y D R O G E N  EN ER G Y 
A S S O C IA T IO N
O f UK and  I re la n d  in v ite s  e n q u ir ie s  
a b o u t h y d ro g e n , h u m a n k in d 's  e s 
s e n tia l fu tu re  fu e l. W rite : HEAUKI, 
22a B e sw ick S tre e t,  M anchester, M4

7H R. Te l: 0 1 6 1  2 7 3  8 5 9 5 . E m a il: 
< c o - o r d i n a t o r @ h y d r o g e n -  
h e a u k i.o rg > .

C O U P LE  R E Q U IR E D
L ive -in . S u it  re tire d , o r  a u th o r?  Keen 
g a rd e n e rs . H o u rly  pay fo r  2 8 +  h o u rs  
g a rd e n in g . 1+  h o u rs  e v e n in g  h e lp 
in g  e ld e r ly  p e rs o n . No p e ts . N o n 
s m o k in g . M ust ow n car. C ra n b ro o k , 
K ent. Tel: 0 7 9 5 7  9 8 9 9 6 1 .

PERSONAL

O R G A N IC  G A R D E N E R
M a le , 4 3 ,  s u f fe r in g  f ro m  t in n i tu s ,  
w o u ld  lik e  to  m e e t  a s p e c ia l,  u n 
d e rs ta n d in g  la d y  w ith  a v ie w  to  
f r ie n d s h ip  a n d  p o s s ib ly  s ta r t in g  an  
o rg a n ic  v e g e ta b le  g a rd e n  to g e th 
e r. P le a se  w r i te  to  B o x  2 1 0 /1 ,  
R e s u rg e n c e , Ford  H o u se , H a rt la n d ,  
B id e fo rd , D e v o n  E X 39 6EE.

PROPERTY FOR SALE

IR E L A N D
C o. C la re  a n d  s u r ro u n d in g  a re a s ; 
fa rm h o u s e s ,  c o t ta g e s ,  s m a llh o ld 
in g s  e tc . ,  in  b e a u t i fu l u n s p o il t  
c o u n tr y s id e .  S o m e  w ith in  re a c h  o f  
S te in e r  s c h o o l.  G re e n v a lle y  P ro p 
e r t ie s .  T e l: 0 0  3 5 3  6 1 9 2  1 4 9 8 .  
< w w w .g v p r o p e r t ie s .c o m >

C O M M U N IT Y
3 -b e d ro o m e d  f la t  f o r  s a le  a m o n g s t  
8  s e l f - c o n ta in e d  h o m e s . R u ra l 
D e rb y s h ire .  2 0  a c re s  m e a d o w s , 
w o o d la n d ,  r iv e r .  H o m e -e d u c a tin g  
fa m ilie s .  Te l: 0 1 3 3 5  3 7 2 1 2 4 .

B R U N Y  IS L A N D ,  T A S M A N IA
D e lig h tfu l m u d b r ic k  c o t ta g e  o v e r 
lo o k in g  la g o o n  f o r  s a le . O rg a n ic  
g a rd e n .  S u it  a r t i s t / w r i t e r / t h o s e  
s e e k in g  s e c lu s io n . 
D e ta i ls :< s a n c tu a ry @ ta s s ie .n e t.a u > 
o r  fa x :  +  6 1  3 6 2 9  3 2 0 7 5 .

PROPERTY TO LET

M ID -C O R N W A L L  C O T T A G E
L o n g - te rm  lo d g e r (s )  n e e d e d  fro m  
s u m m e r  2 0 0 2 .  O w n  e n tra n c e ,  s i t 
t in g  ro o m , b e d ro o m , s h a re  k itc h e n  
a n d  b a th r o o m  o n ly  a l te r n a te  
w e e k e n d s  a n d  h o lid a y s . V is its  w e l
c o m e . T e l: 0 1 7 2 6  8 5 1 2 9 6 .

C O T T A G E  I N  N A T IO N A L  P A R K
A n d a lu c ia , S p a in . F ro m  £ 1 2 0  p e r  
w e e k . T e l: 0 1 5 8 2  6 5 8 4 5 9  o r  v ie w  
on  < w w w .s p a in s o u th .c o m / l in d a > .

WANTED

P R O P E R T Y  F O R  B U D D H IS T  
R E T R E A T  C E N T R E
R e q u ire d  f o r  t w e n ty  r e t r e a ta n ts .  
E ig h t -p e rs o n  c o m m u n ity  in  E n g 
la n d /W a le s .  U p  to  £ 2 5 0 ,0 0 0 .  
Te l: 0 1 9 7 8  8 6 1 8 6 7 , o r  e m a il:  
< P a d m a k a ra @ d h a rm a v a s tu . fre e s e  
r v e .c o .u k > .

E X E T E R /T O T N E S  A R E A
A c c o m m o d a t io n  w a n te d  f o r  m a 
tu r e  s tu d e n t  ( fe m a le ,  e x - te a c h e r ) .  
C a ll 0 1 7 0 6  8 1 0 3 5 1 .

T h e  u l t i m a t e  w e a k n e s s  o f  v i o l e n c e  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  a  d e s c e n d i n g  

s p i r a l  b e g e t t i n g  t h e  v e r y  t h i n g  i t  s e e k s  t o  d e s t r o y .  

I n s t e a d  o f  d i m i n i s h i n g  e v i l ,  i t  m u l t i p l i e s  i t .  T h r o u g h  v i o l e n c e  

y o u  m a y  m u r d e r  t h e  l i a r  b u t  y o u  c a n n o t  m u r d e r  t h e  l i e ,  n o r  

e s t a b l i s h  t h e  t r u t h .  T h r o u g h  v i o l e n c e  y o u  m u r d e r  t h e  h a t e r ,

b u t  y o u  d o  n o t  m u r d e r  h a t e  . . .

R e t u r n i n g  v i o l e n c e  f o r  v i o l e n c e  m u l t i p l i e s  v i o l e n c e ,  a d d i n g  

d e e p e r  d a r k n e s s  t o  a  n i g h t  a l r e a d y  d e v o i d  o f  s t a r s .  

D a r k n e s s  c a n n o t  d r i v e  o u t  d a r k n e s s ;  o n l y  l i g h t  c a n  d o  t h a t .  

H a t e  c a n n o t  d r i v e  o u t  h a t e ;  o n l y  l o v e  c a n  d o  t h a t .

-  M a rtin  Lu ther K in g
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R E S U R G E N C E  A D V E R T I S I N G
RATES FOR DISPLAY A D V E R TIS IN G *
B a c k  C o v e r  ( in s id e )  £ 9 0 0  +  V A T  ( c o lo u r ) .
F u l l  P a g e  £ 8 4 0  +  V A T  (B la c k  &  W h ite ) .
H a l f  P a g e . . . . £ 4 2 0  +  VAT.
O n e  t h i r d  P a g e  £ 2 8 0  +  V A T  ( c o lu m n )

o r  £ 2 8 0  +  V A T  ( o f f  s q u a re ) .
D o u b le  B o x . . . £ 1 4 0  +  VAT.
S in g le  B o x  £ 7 0  +  VAT.
P le a s e  a d d  1 5 %  f o r  c o lo u r  a d v e r ts .

*P lus  an  e x tra  £ 1 0 .0 0  p e r a d v e r t is e m e n t i f  i t  
re q u ire s  ty p e s e t t in g .

RATES FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
'S m a l l  A d s '.  7 0 p  p e r  w o rd  +  VAT.
F o r a c o p y  o f  R e s u rg e n c e  c o n ta in in g  y o u r  
a d v e r t ,  a d d  £ 3 .9 5  t o  y o u r  p a y m e n t .

I n s e r t s  ( b y  a r r a n g e m e n t  o n ly ) :  1 0 ,0 0 0  p r in t  ru n  
-  u s u a l r a te . . .£ 6 0  / 1 0 0 0  + V A T , 
c h a r i t y  r a te . . . £ 4 5  / 1 0 0 0  +VAT.

C O P Y  D A T E S :

I s s u e :  M a r /A p r  : 2 n d  J a n ,  2 0 0 2

I s s u e :  M a y /J u n  : 1 s t  M ar, 2 0 0 2

G w y d io n  B a t t e n ,  R e s u r g e n c e  A d v e r t is in g ,S e nd  y o u r  c o p y  w ith  P O /c h e q u e /V is a  d e ta i ls  to :

F o rd  H o u s e , H a r t la n d ,  B id e fo r d ,  D e v o n  E X 3 9  6E E . T e l:  ( 0 1 2 3 7 )  4 4 1 2 9 3  F a x : ( 0 1 2 3 7 )  4 4 1 2 0 3  
e - m a i l :  < a d v e r t . r e s u r g e n c e @ m a c a c e .c o .u k >

25% discount for any adverts booked in three or more consecutive issues.
FREE advertiser's copy with box ads.

www.healingvoice.com •s (020) 8533 0223

Magical Voice Techniques 
Mongolian Overtone Chanting 

Mantra & Sonic Meditations
WEEKENDS-LONDON

M a rc h  2 3 - 2 4 ,  A p r i l  1 3 -1 4

WEEK INTENSIVE - DEVON 2002
A pril 26 - M ay 3

JILL PURCE
HEALING VOICE 

WORKSHOPS
Rediscover the ancient 
power of group chant

Integrating m editation, w ork on the land 
and com m unity living. Guidance from  

experienced m editation teachers. 
Spectacular location on the River Dart.

TH E  B A R N , L O W E R  S H A R P H A M  B A R T O N , 
A S H P R IN G T O N , T O T N E S , D E V O N  T Q 9  7 D X  

T E L /F A X : 0 1 8 0 3  7 3 2 6 6 1  
e m a i l :  s h a r p h a m b a rn @ d ia l.p ip e x .c o m  

W e b :  w w w .s h a r p h a m - t r u s t .o r g

If you are a 
RESURGENCE READER

you will know  about the 
work o f

S c h u m a c h e r
C O L L E G E

J V a t u r a l
F r ie n d s

Britain’s best introduction agency for 
environmentally-friendly 

spiritual thinkers
*  100% non-smokers ★

★ FREE B R O C H U R E ★

N A T U R A L FR IE N D S  (RES),
15, B e n yo n  G a rd e n s , C u lfo rd ,

B u ry  St. E d m u n d s , S u ffo lk  IP28 6E A  
ln fo @ n a tu ra l- fr ie n d s .c o .u k

0 8 0 0  2 8 1  9 3 3
w w w .n a tu r a l- fr ie n d s .c o m

THE EYE OF THE SUN
A  special place to  stay where 

you can be nurtured by the land. 

Visit us at;

Beeston Farm, M arhamchurch  
Bude, Cornwall. EX23 OET 

Tel: 01288  381 638 Fax:01288 381 530  
Email: jane@ eyeofthesun.com  

w w w .eyeofthesun .com

S t a r t  y o u r  o w n  
H e a l t h  B u s i n e s s

Over 200 home study courses including: 
Aromatherapy • Reflexology • Massage • Yoga 
Stress Management • Counselling • Psychology 
Sports & Fitness • Beauty Therapies • New Age 
Alternative Health • Complementary Medicine

• Enhance your career prospects from £28
• Expert tuition from caring professionals
• N o  previous knowledge required
• Complete flex ib ility  -  study a t your own pace

Full prospectus call Freephone 0800 731 9271 now 
Or write:
Freepost, Dept RE, The BSY Group
(no stamp or further address required)

Email: info@bsygroup.co.uk

B S Y
G R O U P

Established 1946 
* to Change Your life

The College plans to carry out an ecological 
restoration of the buildings to create a home 
which models the principles of sustainability that 
lie at the heart of our studies.

We also want to create an endowment fund so 
that those unable to afford the fees, can still apply 
for financial support.

We are looking for a dynamic fundraiser. 

Are you a fundraiser? 

Would you like to help us? 

Do you have any ideas or useful contacts?

Please contact:
Anne Phillips, Director, Schumacher College,
The Old Postern, Dartington,
Devon TQ9 6EA, UK.

Tel: 01803 865934 Fax: 01803 866899
Email: schumcoll@gn.apc.org
You can also visit our website for further
information on the College and this project:
www.gn.apc.org/schumachercollege/

S h a r p h a m  C o lleg e
Buddhist Studies and Contem porary Enquiry

•  D ays, w e e k e n d s  a n d  w e e k s  o n  a w id e  v a r ie ty  o f th e m e s

•  T e n -w e e k  co u rs e s  in c lu d e  m e d ita t io n , b o d y w o rk , a r t, m u s ic

•  E x a m in in g  B u d d h is t va lu e s  an d  re le va n ce  to  c o n te m p o ra ry  l iv in g

•  S p e c ta c u la r lo c a t io n  in  600 acres o v e r lo o k in g  R ive r D a rt in  D evon

•  N o t  a lig n e d  to  any t ra d it io n  a n d  o p e n  to  p e o p le  o f a ll fa ith s  o r  n o n e

•  C lose  to  S c h u m a c h e r C o lle g e ,T h e  B arn , K a ru na  a n d  G a ia  H ouse

For m o re  d e ta ils  o r  a p ro g ra m m e :
S h a rp h a m  C o lle g e ,T o tn e s T Q 9  7UT, U K  

e m a il: c o lle g e @ s h a rp h a m -tru s t.o rg  w e b : w w w .s h a rp h a m -tru s t .o rg
te l: +44  (0 )1803 732542 o r  521

Independent 
of, yet 

inspired 
by all 

traditions
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Ethical
investm ent

Money is power. You can use it recklessly or 
responsibly. As a consum er and as an investor.

However, investing is complex. You could 
unw ittingly invest in companies you w ould 
never buy from. That's why we only choose 
funds that research companies thoroughly, and 
select their investments based on financial and 
ethical criteria.

To see how  you could profit from our 
knowledge, w ithout com prom ising your 
principles, call 0800 328 6818 for a free 'Ethical 
Investment Information Pack' or write to 
Barchester Green Investment, 45 Catherine St, 
FREEPOST, Salisbury SP1 2UR.

B a r c h e s t e r  G r e e n
Keeping your money clean.

R e g u la te d  by th e  P e rson a l Inves tm en t A u thority . R e m em ber, th e  p rice  o f u n its  can  fa ll as  w e ll as  rise  and 
p a s t p e rfo rm a n ce  is no t a g u a ra n te e  fo r th e  fu tu re .

q_C.H ESf

The A bbey is hom e to a sm all resident com m unity 
(often open to new m em bers). We aim  to provide a 
meeting place to explore different approaches to living a 
vital, grounded and realistic spirituality.

You may come on a short self-directed Retreat; hire the 
beautifu l A bbey build ings and grounds for group 
m eetings and workshops; or com e to any o f our own 
Programm e o f Events.

Please contact us fo r  details:
The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, Abingdon, Oxon OXI4 4AF 

Tel: (01235) 847401 Fax: (01235) 847608 
Website: www.theabbey.uk.com 

e-mail: admin@theabbeysc.demon.co.uk

THE WORLD GOODUfU NEWSlfTTER
At root, the inter-locking crises of globalisation 
are spiritual in nature, and their solution also 
lies in this realm -  the realm from which 
guiding principles and visions have always 
emerged. In its regular newsletter, World 
Goodwill seeks to uncover the meaning behind 
the trend of world events, and to indicate how 
the practical application of ideals such as 
goodwill and unanimity can resolve seemingly 
insurmountable problems.

To obtain a free copy of the newsletter, please contact:

World Goodwill, (Dept. R), Suite54,3 Whitehall Court, 
London SW1A 2EF T: 020 7839 4512; F: 020 7839 5575;
E: london@lucistrust.org Web: vwwv.worldgoodwill.org

T H E  O R D E R  O F  T H E  C R O S S

The Order of the Cross, an informal fellow ship  w hose m em bers are vegetarian or vegan and pacifist, w as  
founded in 1904 by the Reverend John Todd Ferrier.

The Order seeks to follow  a m ystical, spiritual path and "to proclaim  a m essage of peace and happiness, 
health and purity, spirituality and D ivine Love." Its M essage is universal in  its scope, revealing the essential 
oneness of all religious aspirations, the continuity of life, and the unity of all living creatures in the Divine. It 

touches the deep issues of life and explains our relationship to the Eternal World through our spiritual constitution. The Cross 
is seen as a sym bol of spiritual being in w hich the life attains uprightness and balance.

Regular public m eetings and w orship services are held on Sundays at 11 am and W ednesdays at 7 pm  (except during the 
Sum mer recess) at the Headquarters of the Order as below. M eetings are also held at other centres throughout the UK, as w ell 
as in the USA, Australia and N ew  Zealand.

F o r fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  p u b lic a tio n s  lis t, p le a s e  c o n ta c t  T H E  O R D E R  O F  T H E  C R O S S  (R ), 10  D E  V E R E  G A R D E N S , L O N D O N  W 8  5 A E  

T e le p h o n e : 0 2 0  7 9 3 7  7 0 1 2  E -m a il: o rd c ro s s @ iv u .o rg  In te rn e t:  h ttp :/ /w w w .o rd e ro f th e c ro s s .o rg

n?or_SaVej
E th icaT ln v es tm e n t

20 Shares at £1,000 each are 
available in the Properties of 
the Small School, Hartland.

Support the Small School 
and invest ethically!

For further details, please write to: 
Satish Kumar, The Small School.
4, Fore Street, Hartland, Bideford, 

Devon EX39 6EE

T h e A lbion Canvas C °

Craftsman-built wood and canvas tents

Traditional, classic, and nomadic tents.
~ Yurts ~ Tipis ~ Bell tents ~ Geodesies ~ 

Arab tents ~ Garden Pavilions ~ Ridge Tents 
Bespoke canvas work 

Wood burners, carpets, and accessories

Phone fo r free catalogue, 0i803 762230

www.albioncanvas.co.uk

Orchard Rd, Ashburton, Devon. TQ 13 7RL
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W im borne, D orset BH21 4JQ

T e l  0 1 2 0 2  8 4 1 5 2 2
A variety of courses and workshops with 

good accom m odation and excellent 
vegetarian cuisine, dedicated to the 

provision of a caring, supportive and 
spiritual environment. Please send A5 

s.a.e. for program m e.

em ail:
courses@ rgf-gaunts.dem on.co.uk 

www. r  gf- gaun ts. d em on . co.uk 
R egistered  C harity  No. 1048103

w w w .g rim sto n e m an o r.co .uk
Tel 0 1 8 2 2  8 5 4 3 5 8

ESTORE THE ‘E a rth

An Internationa! Conference 
for the Healing of Our 

Planet’s Ecosystems

E a s t e r ,  M a r c h  3 0  

-  A p r i l  5 ,  2 0 0 2

•  D a v id  B e l la m y

•  V a n d a n a  S h iv a  

•  J o h n  S e e d  

W in o n a  L a  D u ke

•  H e le n a  N o r b e rg  

H o d g e

Findhorn Foundation:
Tel 01309 691933 • Fax 01309 691833

Conference Office, Findhorn 
Foundation, The Park, Findhorn, 
Forres IV36 3TZ
co n fer en ce@ fin d h o rn .o rg

w w w .fin d h o r n .o rg /r es to r e

THE CONSUMER FINANCE AWARDS 2001
/ A  G u a rc fia n  The Observer G u a rd ia n U n lim ite d

h B S R

//'(Ethical 
Investment

co opera tive

V o t e d  ‘B e s t  

I n d e p e n d e n t  F in a n c i a l  A d v i s e r s ’ 

a n d  E t h i c a l / E n v i r o n m e n t a l  to o !

If you wish to discuss your ethical/environmental 
considerations & financial plans, then contact:

England
The Ethical Investment Co-operative 
Vincent House
15 Victoria Road 5
Darlington ^
Co Durham 
DL1 5 S F
Tel: 0 132 5  267228 
email: greeninvest@ gn.apc.org

Scotland
The Ethical Investment Co-operative
119 Bruntsfield Place
Edinburgh
E H 1 0 4 E Q
Tel: 0131 466 4666
email: edinburgh@ethicalmoney.org

CD
T |
o ’
CD
3o
D
CD

O-t
CQ

Investm ent for growth 

Investment for income 

Portfolio Management 

Pensions 

Retirem ent P lanning

Protection

PEP Transfers

Fixed Interest and Savings

The Ethical Investment Co-operative Ltd is regulated by the FSA

t h e  v e g e t a r ia n  c o o k e r y
s c h o o l

L e a rn  t o  c o o k  c r e a t i v e  w o r ld  v e g e ta r ia n  f o o d  

D a y  &  w e e k e n d  c o u r s e s  in  b e a u t i f u l  B a th  

O r g a n ic  &  lo c a l ly  g r o w n  in g r e d ie n t s  

H a n d s  o n  t e a c h in g  in  s m a l l  g r o u p s  

O r g a n ic  w in e  &  o l i v e  o i l  t a s t in g s  

R e la x e d ,  i n f o r m a t i v e  &  f u n  

F o r a b ro c h u re  &  p r ic e  lis t  c o n ta c t:

T H E  V E G E T A R IA N  C O O K E R Y  S C H O O L

3 0  B E L G R A V E  C R E S C E N T

B A T H  ^    ,

b a i  5 j u  ^ positively —
01225  789682  vegetanm^

w w w .v e g e ta r ia n c o o k e ry s c h o o l.c o m

R e s u r g e n c e

R E T R E A T
WEEKEND

with

Sa tish  K um ar
in

G o l d e n  V a l l e y  
H e r e f o r d s h i r e

]

5th  to  7 th  Ju ly
This is a sm all group 

retreat in which Satish 
will explore the 

inspiration o f  nature and  
the spiritual, creative and  

practical paths o f  
positive change.

Residential £120 • Camping £90 

Bookings:
Nurses Cottage, Long Lane, 

Peterchurch HR2 OTE

Tel: 0845  458  4718
el aine @ gaiacooperative.org
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The Radiance Technique
A Transcendental Practice for 

relaxation, meditation and 
personal transformation

•  Develop heart, insight, clarity
and joy from within

• Authentic transcendental science 
supports wholeness

• Natural stress management!
Seminar Programme and Booklist 

Ingrid St Clare and Maya Melrose 
e-mail: istclare@aol.com Tel: 01858 461891

I N N E R  G U I D A N C E  

O F  T H E  W O R L D

The gu idance and insp ira tion of 
the inner subjective government o f the 
planet stand behind all constructive 
human efforts. Given different names 
by people in the East and West -  the 
S p iritua l H ierarchy, the Masters o f 
W isdom , or the com pany o f Illum ined 
M inds -  its members func tion  as 
custodians o f the d iv ine  Plan. They 
watch over our evo lu tion and guide 
the destiny o f hum anity. They carry 
this forward by im planting ideas in the 
m inds o f th inkers and by evoking 
consciousness, rather than by 
in fring ing  upon the free w ill o f the 
hum an sp irit through enforced 
con tro l. They are governed by love 
and w isdom .

M ore on this theme is given in a 
com pila tion  o f the w ritings o f A lice A. 
Bailey and Helena Roerich, The 
Spiritual Hierarchy: Inner Guidance of 
the World, available free from:

5 8  O a k  Terrace, Dept. R 
A rd en, N C  2 8 7 0 4 -2 8 2 0  
w w w .e so te ricstud ies.n et

S p i r i t u a l  r W a rr io r
i  Taking the world by calm

The 21st century shop dedicated to help you 
on your Personal and Spiritual Journey

N e w  D I S C O U N T  B O O K  s e c t i o n
Books • Meditation Aids • Yoga Mats 

Singing Bowls • T’ai Chi Shoes • Prayer Wheels 
Damanhur Selfs • Native American Products 

Crystals • Dowsing Rods & Pendulums 
Meaningful Jewellery • Videos & Music 

Green People Cosmetics

There is only one s e r i o u s  shop,
92 Monnow St, Monmouth Tel: 01600 719692 

www.spiritualwarrior.org.uk

L E C T O R IU M  R O S IC R U C IA N U M
International School of the Golden Rosycross

BMLR7 L on don  W C1N 3XX

Mankind seeks liberation, but liberation is there 
already! The eternal, undeniable basic principles of 
truth do exist, they are even mankind's true heritage. 
They take form in the axioms of the Universal 
Teachings of all times. However, do not think of 
books or words, but of Gnosis, a force, a power that 
reveals Itself to those who raise themselves out of 
suffering by concrete deeds.
Axioms are undeniable basic principles that span 
eternity, and with which the International School of 
the Golden Rosycross wants to connect all serious 
seekers, so that they may proceed to self liberating 
activity out of the power of their Original Soul, in 
Universal Love, Light and Truth.

Further information, free introductory literature and programme of 
activities available on request

D o n ’t
t r a i n

in
t h e r a p y

Until you have visited the

T h e r a p y  
T r a i n i n g  F a i r
Meet the organisations that offer 

therapy trainings (both counselling and 
complementary medicine). Find out 

from them exactly what is on offer, and 
get lots of good advice.

There are lots of free seminars 
covering topics such as Therapy 
and the Legal Side of Practising’, 
‘A Career in Therapy, is it a Good 

Idea?’.
A professional training is an 

enormous investment of time, energy 
and money. Make sure you make the 

right choice!

Admission to the exhibition and to 
the seminars is a b s o lu te ly  fre e . 

Just turn up.

T h e  T h e r a p y  T ra in in g  F air
26th & 27th January 2002 
10am-6pm
The Bonnington Hotel 
92 Southampton Row,
Holborn, London WC1

If you would like a 
free show catalogue, 
ring 020 8672 7111.

I l l n e s s ?  

D e p r e s s i o n ?
Supportive Caring Therapeutic 
Breaks with Holistic Therapies, 

in Magical Cornwall.
P E N  W E T H E R S  H O L IS T IC  C A R E  C E N T R E

57 Killerton Rd, Bude,
Cornwall, EX23 8EW 

Tel: 01288 354256 
Email: holisticcare@lineone.net 

Website: www.holisticcare,org.uk

registered charity status pending

D i l  G r e e n
• a r c h i t e c t *

The focus of my work is to do all I 
can to make beautiful places.

I take a clear and practical approach 
to working with clients, budgets, 
materials, craftsmen, energy and 

climate.

4 Beechdale Road, London SW2 2BE 
t: 020 8671 2242 f: 020 8473 2354 

e: dilgreen@nildram.co.uk

‘R f i s k i n
FURTHER EDUCATION CENTRE

A specialist residential college 
providing further education for 

students with emotional and 
behavioural difficulties aged 16-24. 

We have a vacancy for

R e s id e n t ia l  
H o u s e p a r e n t s
This vocational post involves 

living in a family-type housegroup with 
up to three students in one of Ruskin 
Mill's houses near Nailsworth, Glos. 
We provide all household expenses 

and a salary.
We particularly welcome applications 

from couples.

For details contact Ann White 
Residential Services Administrator 
Ruskin Mill FEC, Old Bristol Road 
Nailsworth, Glos. Tel 01453 837528

e-mail ann.white@ruskin-mill.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 1053705

Resurgence No. 210 January/February 2002 7 3



colours  
- natural
lblcached

1 edition incliiles Arctic Cm
and music, 'Lightness' in desi
panese textiles, Fritjof Capra

n forest

'one of the most exciting new 
magazines around....melds 

Resurgence’s optimism with a 
genuine curiosity for new technology 

and new creative forms o f expression’ 
David Rothenberg, Resurgence

subs £ 2 8  fo r  3 iss, ind  iss  £ 9  (+£1 p 'n 'p ) 
F ou rth  D o o r R eview , B o x 2632, Lew es, 

S u ssex , B N 7 2 X Z  
fo u rth d o o r@ p a v ilio n .co .u k  

w w w .fo u rth d o o r.co .u k  
00  4 4  (0 ) 1273 473501

F o u r th  D o o r  R e v ie w  - re a l a n d  im a g in a ry

O rd e r N O W  online 
www.onevillage.org

O r  call L ocal call
0 8 4 5  4 5 8 4  7070

O r  w rite:
O n e  Village D irect 
(Resurgence offers) 
Charlbury
O xfordshire O X 7  3SQ.

Visrt’ou r O u tle t shpps: 
O n the  A44 in V^>oclstc dshire

Sopp „ ( W i W i o n e v i l l a a e
T h e  d e f in i t i v e  c o t t o n  d u r r y  r u g
Soft, Chunky ire j

G a i a  C o o p e r a t i v e ,  R e s u r g e n c e  &  P o s i t i v e  N e w s

Soil, Soul, Society
N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y

R euniting environm ent, sp ir it and com m un ity  fo r a sustainable fu tu re  -  
Ethical business, co -opera tion  and creativ ity

Speakers include:
John and Nancy Todd

\  Co-founders, Ocean Arks International

v Ed Mayo
Director, New  Economics Foundation 

Helena Norberg-Hodge
Director, I SEC

John Vidal
Environmental journalist, The Guardian

Brian Goodwin
Senior lecturer, Schumacher College

Dr Sarah Myhill
| j  Specialist in Environmental M ed ic ine

John Jopling
Sustainable London Trust

Dr Alan Knight
Head o f Sustainability, B&Q

Satish Kumar
Editor, Resurgence Magazine

Shauna Crockett-Burrows
Erl i lor, Positive News

Elaine Brook & Paul Swatridge
Co-founders, Caia Cooperative

Plus music, poetry, art displays local organic food, 
country walks and more 
£150 residential, £100 camping, £60 non-res

14- 16th June 2002
i n  t h e  H i s t o r i c  C i t y  o f  H e r e f o r d  

0800 013 8446 info@gaiacooperative.org

(IftecWe6  o f Life
with

music from Manu & Jo Song

Golden Valley, Herefordshire 
R e s id e n tia  l £  12 0 , C a m p in g  £ 9 0  

0 8 4 5  4 5 8  4 7 1 8
elaine@gaiacooperative.org

2.lxl.2M £50 
1.8 x 0.9M £35 
1.2 x 0.6M £16
Please add £3.50 towards UK p&p
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S c h u m a c h e r  c o l l e g e
An International Centre for Ecological Studies Programme for 2002

SEEING WITH NEW EYES: 
SCIENCE AND THE NATURE OF LIFE
Chris Clarke, Rupert Sheldrake, Arthur Zajonc & Brian Goodwin 

March 3-22, 2002

For nearly 400 years, Western culture has been heavily 
influenced by a science and a technology which assumes that 
the universe is a meaningless machine made up of disconnected 
atoms. But science is gradually changing, and these underlying 
assumptions can now be authoritatively challenged. This course 
will study some of the key changes coming from physics and 
biology, discussing what they mean for the nature of life and 
consciousness and how we understand the world.

Chris Clarke was Professor of Applied Mathematics at the 
University of Southampton and is author of R e a l it y  T h r o u g h  th e  
L o o k in g  G la s s . Rupert Sheldrake is a biologist and author of the 
best-selling S e v e n  E x p e r im e n t s  t h a t  C o u l d  C h a n g e  t h e  W o r ld .  
Arthur Zajonc is professor of physics at Amherst College and 
author of G o e t h e 's  W a y  o f  S c ie n c e . Brian Goodwin was 
Professor of Biology at the Open University, and is now Co
ordinator of the MSc in Holistic Science at Schumacher College.
Masters Level Credits Available

WHERE EARTH AND SOUL TOUCH: 
A JOURNEY IN ECOPSYCHOLOGY
John Seed, Ruth Rosenhek and Mary-Jayne Rust 

April 14-May 3, 2002

Ecopsychology takes as its starting point the understanding that 
the human self is fundamentally interconnected with nature, 
asking how we have come to be so destructive of the world we 
depend on and why we are so addicted to growth and 
consumption. Such a perspective creates a radically different 
approach to environmental activism and this course explores 
these issues in depth, using philosophical inquiry, discussion, and 
experiential deep ecology exercises.
John Seed is founder and director of the Rainforest Information 
Centre in Australia and co-author of T h in k in g  L ik e  a  M o u n t a in .  
Ruth Rosenhek is co-director of the Rainforest Information 
Centre and has spearheaded the GoldBusters campaign to raise 
awareness internationally of the damage caused by gold mining. 
Mary-Jayne Rust works as a Jungian Analyst and Art Therapist, 
and researches and writes on the psychological underpinnings of 
consumerism.
Masters Level Credits Available

Three-week courses cost £1500, which includes tuition, 
accommodation, food and field trips. If you cannot afford the 
full fee, please apply for information on our bursary policy.

O n  o u r  w e b s it e  y o u  c a n  f i n d  t h e  f u l l  t e x t  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  p r o s p e c t u s ,  c u r r e n t  c o u r s e  p r o g r a m m e ,  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r m .  
A d d i t i o n a l  m a t e r ia l  s u c h  a s  s t u d e n t  p r o f i l e s ,  a r t ic l e s  o f  r e l a t e d  in t e r e s t  a n d  s c h o la r s h ip  d e t a i l s  i s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e .

A  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  T h e  D a r t in g t o n  H a l l  T ru s t, a  r e g is t e r e d  c h a r it y .  2 7 9 7 5 6

OUllUlllctULlCl

F o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a i ls  p le a s e  c o n t a c t :

The Administrator, Schumacher College, The Old Postern,
Dartington, Totnes, Devon TQ9 6EA, UK
e-mail: schumcoll@gn.apc.org
Tel +44 (0) 1803 865934 Fax +44 (0) 1803 866899
From outside the UK, replace the first 'O' with the appropriate 
international dialling code.
web: http://www.gn.apc.org/schumachercollege/

LIVING OFF THE SUN: BUILDING A 
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY FUTURE
Godfrey Boyle, Peter Harper & Dave Elliott 

May 12-24, 2002

How can we create clean, safe, sustainable energy supplies for 
everyone on the planet by 2100? The answer lies in the Sun.
It is the ultimate source of power underlying a family of 
renewable and sustainable energy sources. This course will 
investigate how humanity can act at various levels, from local 
to national and global, to realise this enormous potential during 
this century, and will explore what implications the increasing 
use of renewable energy might have for our economy, society, 
values and culture.
Godfrey Boyle is Senior Lecturer in the Design and Innovation 
Department at the Open University and Dave Elliott is Professor 
in the same department. Peter Harper was the originator of 
the term "alternative technology", and is now Head of Research 
and Innovation at the Centre for Alternative Technology.
Course fee: £1000

One of the best ways of integrating an ecological world view 
into schools is by working with activities which all children do 
on a daily basis — eating and spending time outside. By 
involving children in food preparation and growing and care of 
the school grounds, they can learn a wealth of lessons about 
the interconnectedness, diversity and wonder of nature. This 
course provides educationalists with inspiration and practical 
ideas, and provides a forum for discussing the educational 
significance of such innovations.

Special course fee: £250. This is a reduced rate made possible 
by the generosity of a private donor. This course is only open 
to those currently working in education in the UK.

THE ROOTS OF LEARNING: 
SCHOOLS, LAND AND FOOD
Prue Leith, Alan Dyer, Sue Clifford & Mary Tasker 

March 23-28, 2002

MSc IN
HOLISTIC SCIENCE
A one-year course which uses 
various methodologies to explore 
whole systems. It is co-ordinated 
by Brian Goodwin, 
author of H o w  t h e  L e o p a r d  
C h a n g e d  it s  S p o ts .
Please contact the Administrator 
for details.



Bristlecone pine tree
PHOTOGRAPH: MICHEL VLARD/STILL PICTURES

EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION

W h e r e a s  it minds its own business 
& lives in its one place so faithfully 
& its trunk supports us when we lean against it 
& its branches remind us of how we think

W h e r e a s  it keeps no bank account but hoards carbon 
& does not discriminate between starlings and robins 
& provides free housing for insects & squirrels 
& lifts its heartwood grave into the air

W h e r e a s  it holds our firmament in place 
& writes underground gospel with its roots 
& whispers us oxygen with its leaves 
& may not survive its new climate of ultraviolet

We th e  p e o p le  for ourselves & our children 
Necessarily proclaim this tree 
Free from commerce & belonging to itself 
As long as it & we shall live.

-  W il l ia m  H e y e n

From  the Preface to  Trees Be Company —  An A n th o lo g y  o f P oe try 
published by G reen Books, 2001, a t £9.95. G reen Books, Foxhole, 
D a rting ton , Totnes, Devon, T Q 9  6EB.
Tel: (+44) 1803 863260. Fax: (+44) 1803 863843. 
< w w w .greenbooks.co .uk>
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